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Dear Community, 
Throughout this stewardship season, we've been opening our hearts
to new ways of understanding how we might bring our treasures
before God. The mission and ministry of this church aren't just things
we do--they're the heartbeat of why we belong, volunteer, and give. I
hope the invitations shared by our ministry teams and the reflections
on generosity given by Stewardship co-chairs Marla Elmore and
Brittany Mahannah have sparked something in you. I know they've
sparked something in me. If you have missed any of the ministry team
shorts, or Marla and Brittany’s sermons, they are on website for you
to view at www.community-ucc.org. The stewardship sermons are
worth watching if you missed worship on those days. 

These reflections, and the invitation to be aspirational in our giving
have sparked something in the Church Life Board, so much so, that
your Church Life Board, Stewardship Co-chairs, and I all turned our
pledges in early ahead of the distribution of stewardship packets. We
believe in the mission and ministry of this church so much we felt
called to lead the way this year.

When you receive your Stewardship packet, you are invited to
prayerfully consider your commitment to our community of faith and
return your pledge card on Sunday, November 15, or make your
commitment online at
https://champaignucc.breezems.com/form/2027/PledgeForm. Pledge
cards will also be available during worship and we will have a
designated time to bring our cards forward to be blessed and
consecrated. These cards reflect our best intentions. Please
remember that if circumstances change, they can be adjusted. The
entire congregation is invited to celebrate the bounty we have
gathered and received together by gathering in homes that evening
for our annual Fireside Dinners. Sign up to participate today! 

As this Stewardship season comes to a close, the invitation is clear:
how will we respond to God's call and use our resources to make a
difference in the lives of others? 
Thanks for being the church. 

Blessings, 
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Looking ahead to Advent, Until the Dawn...

It’s hard to believe, but Advent is upon us. The start of the liturgical
year and season of anticipation preceding Christmas begins on the
Sunday following Thanksgiving. The good people at A Sanctified Art
remind us:

Every Advent, we light candles and speak of hope. We wait for the
good news that God is born. We prepare with pageants and presents.
Yet, in the midst of our busy waiting, we know all too well that the
world is not as it should be. Wars rage on, violence persists, new
tragedies unfold. God’s promises are real, and God’s promised day has
not yet come. This tension keeps us yearning—for a new day, a new
way, a world made new.

This new worship series focuses on the actions we can take as we move
through the night with hope for tomorrow. Night is a time when the
way forward may seem unclear, when our senses are heightened and
fear may creep in. And the darkness also brings gifts—rest,
regeneration, dreams, intimacy with God. In our sacred stories, angels
often arrive in the night, calling for courageous action and singing
good news. In the night, Mary’s labor pains crescendo and Christ is
born. In the night, shepherds and Magi follow the stars to get closer to
God. And so, in the metaphorical night, we will carry on with the work
that is ours to do.

Just as surely as the sun rises, God’s steadfast love and mercy are made
new every morning. As we move toward the horizon, we will cry out,
start somewhere, speak up, take courage, build up, and choose joy.
These actions will help us resist despair and put our prayers in motion.
Until the day when God’s love reigns and all the earth echoes shalom,
let us keep moving, singing, resisting, and rejoicing—trusting that God
joins us in the work of Advent.

November 8, our theme is Hidden Treasures,
Open Cross and Mark 8:27-38

Worship Assistants

The past weeks have been inspiring, and our worship together has been
enriching. Our exploration of “There Our Hearts Will Be” continues this month:

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

November 15 is IN-GATHERING SUNDAY when we
will return our pledge cards. Our theme is Open
Hearts, Open Hands and 1 Corinthians 2:1-16.

November 22 is REIGN OF CHRIST SUNDAY when
we in thanksgiving, celebrate our Stewardship
Total thus far. Our theme is The Hope to Which
We are Called and Ephesians 1:1-23.

WORSHIP NEWS

Liturgy is defined as the work of the people;
the community gathered for worship. This is
one of the reasons Liturgists, Greeters, Ushers,
the Choir, and others participate in the
leadership of worship. Worship is not just the
pastor’s role. Many voices add richness to the
worship experience for all.

To sign up to be a liturgist, greeter, or usher
for November 2026, please sign up on the
paper sign-up sheet in the Parlor. Just write
your name on the date that works for you and
check the task you wish to fill. 

You will recieve an email reminding you that
you are scheduled for the Sunday you signed
up for that includes intructions for arrival time
and job duties.
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Advent 1, Until the Dawn: Cry Out
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 | Isaiah 64:1-9



YOUTH MINISTRY UPDATES
Youth Group met twice in October, first on October 4th, and
then again on October 18th. On the 18th, the youth were joined
by campus ministry students and congregants on a trip to the
Great Pumpkin Patch in Arthur. Nearly 20 adults, youth, and
children participated in this intergenerational event, and the
group had a wonderful time navigating the corn maze, taking a
wagon ride, and enjoying fall treats and scenery. In between
meetings, the youth keep in touch and share what is happening
in their lives in the Youth Group chat, which also includes the
chaperones from the summer mission trip. It has been a great
way to continue building community and strengthening
relationships outside of our bi-monthly meetings. Planning is
currently underway for another mission trip next summer. Dates
and location will be confirmed soon!

Youth Group continues to meet every other
Sunday from 5pm - 7pm. November dates are
11/1/26 and 11/15/26.

There will be no Youth Group on November
29th because of the holiday weekend. 
There will be no Youth Group on December
13th because of the Longest Night service.

YOUTH GROUP

A Youth Group member is performing in the
Champaign Central HS musical “Into the
Woods” the weekend of 11/20/26 and I am
inviting the youth to attend one of the shows
with me.

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE

Friday, December 18th
7:00pm - 8:00am Saturday

Tower Hill Camp in Michigan -
dates TBD (Spring 2027).

CAMPUS AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Upcoming Events for Youth Ministry

CHURCH OVERNIGHTCHURCH OVERNIGHT
(LOCK-IN)(LOCK-IN)

CHURCH OVERNIGHT
(LOCK-IN) WEEKEND RETREATWEEKEND RETREATWEEKEND RETREAT

3

Habitat for Humanity and/or
Sola Gratia Farms - dates TBD.
Sola Gratia may be able to host

us in November.

VOLUNTEERVOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIESOPPORTUNITIES

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES



Campus Ministry students packed a lot into the month of October. Our Fall Retreat occurred October
9th-11th and was a big success. More students have confirmed they hope to join us for the Spring
Retreat. The following weekend saw students participate in PrideFest on Saturday, followed by leading
the Pride worship service on Sunday, October 18th. Some students then joined the youth at the Great
Pumpkin Patch. This semester’s Ecumenical Bible Study is continuing to focus on women in the Bible.
We were hosted by several congregants for lunch in October, and already have a few lunches
scheduled for November.

Campus Ministry Updates

REGULAR FALL
DROP-IN HOURS

DINNERS AT JUBILEE
& AFTER-HANG

ECUMENICAL BIBLE STUDY

CHILI COOK-OFF
FUNDRAISER

LUNCH AFTER WORSHIP
(HOSTED BY RO)

LUNCH AFTER WORSHIP
(HOSTED BY SUE & MARY)

READING DAY
STUDY SESSION

November 1

November 8

November 5 @ 6pm

November 13 @ 6pm

Tuesdays from 3:00-6:00pm
Thursdays from 2:00-6:00pm

Monday Nights
After-hang 6:30-8:00pm

December 10
1:00pm - 9:00pm

Like last year, Campus Ministry also plans to participate in CUCC congregational
activities and will be looking for folks to host students for lunch after worship. You can
sign up at https://tinyurl.com/hostucccm4lunch or look for a QR code in the yellow
Announcements sheet.

If you would like to connect with me about programming, special events, or anything
else, please reach out by email at izzy@ucccampusministry.org.

Peace,
Pastor Izzy

Upcoming Events for Campus Ministry
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ECUMENICAL BIBLE STUDY November 19 @ 6pm

https://tinyurl.com/hostucccm4lunch


UPCOMING NOVEMBER EVENTS

5

The Retiree's "Cool Young at Heart Kids" November lunch will be Tuesday,
November 17th, 11:30am at The Yard, 401 N. Broadway Avenue in Urbana.
Remember - the lunches are open to everyone, so even if you aren’t retired and
you happen to be off that day from work or you plan to attend and would like to
bring a friend or family member, that would be great!

Nov 17
Retiree’s
Lunch

Advent 1, Until the Dawn: Cry Out
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 | Isaiah 64:1-9

Nov 29
Advent 1

Join us to decorate the sanctuary, big tree, parlor, office area and downstairs tree.
The Campus Ministry students have graciously agreed to put the big tree up in the
choir loft again this year., so we need lots of folks to stay after church on
November 22nd to help get the tree and church decorated for the Christmas
season. A light lunch will be provided. Come join the holiday fun!

Be sure to attend Grateful Gathering at 3:00pm.

Nov 22
Hanging
of the
Greens

Plan to join Pastor Leah at the University YMCA for the Feeding our Neighbors
forum, 12:00pm, Latzer Hall. She will be one of several community leaders talking
about the intersection of our faith and food. This is part of the University YMCA’s
Friday Forum series. Free lunch is provided.

Nov 13
Feeding

our
Neighbors

Campus Ministry is having their second annual Chili Cook-off Fundraiser and
football watch party, where you can vote for the best chili with your dollars and

watch the Illinois vs. UCLA football game on Friday, November 13th. Doors open at
6:00pm. Kickoff is at 8:00pm. Come for the chili and the fellowship, stay for the

football game. Final voting ends at kickoff time (8:00pm). Sign up in the Parlor to
enter your chili in the Chili Cookoff competition!

Nov 13
Chili

Cook-Off

The date for the Fireside Dinners this year will be Sunday, November 15th. The
dinners provide a venue for getting to know members of the congregation in an
informal setting. Please consider participating, the dinners are a lot of fun. The
dinners are open to all church members, visitors, college students, and youth
group members. Everyone is encouraged to participate!

Nov 15
Fireside
Dinner



Join us Sunday, December 13 at 7:00pm for the Longest Night Worship Service.
This service is a time of worship and reflection during what we are told is “the
most wonderful time of the year.” In this service, we will light candles and sing
some songs appropriate to the season, recognizing that this is not necessarily a
season of joy. We will invite you to meditate on the pain and anguish you may
bring, and to offer your pain to the Christ child. This worship service will be in
person only, so join us in the Sanctuary.

Dec 13
Longest
Night

Worship

Church overnight (lock-in) on Friday, December 18th! The events will take place
from 7:00pm Friday to 8:00am on Saturday morning.

Dec 18
Youth
Group
Lock-in

This is our annual caroling event to our members in care facilities - we encourage
all to join in the singing and in bringing holiday cheer to others.

Dec 20
Caroling
Event

UPCOMING DECEMBER EVENTS
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GREETINGS FROM YOUR MISSION TEAM!
We want to share a couple of updates and news of things to come! First, we want you to know that the 100 school kits
you lovingly donated to, sewed bags for, and assembled were safely delivered to the Church World Service “depot”
located in Elgin, IL during October. The From there they will be shipped to wherever they are needed most! Thanks so
much for your help with this annual project. If you are cleaning out cabinets or closets this fall or winter and find stashes
of child friendly fabric that would work for school bags for next year, bring to church or let us know!

Secondly, we want to thank you for $585 in donations to the Neighbors in Need offering at the beginning of October. This
is one of the annual offerings we take for the greater UCC, and goes to support the Council of Native American Ministries
(1/3) and grants supporting UCC direct service projects supporting justice and compassion. Thank you SO MUCH for your
generosity!

Third, thanks to all who supported CUCC in the CU CROP Walk for the hungry. We raised $831.40. In 2027, CUCC will
again host the walk. We are one of two local churches who have participated every year since it began in 1992. Let's have
a huge turnout of walkers next year.

 Coming up next:

At a date yet to be determined, we’ll be having a day when you can come volunteer a few hours at Salt and Light
As in recent years, we will again be sponsoring the CUCC Alternative Christmas Market this year.  For those of you who
haven't been here at Christmas time before, this is a time when we work with several local agencies that serve
populations within our own local community. We ask them about items that they need and then we work to fill some of
those needs. Starting on November 22nd, order forms will be available in the church parlor for Items at a variety of price
points from $5 to $50, so that you can choose something to fit your budget. You will be able to make donations for items
in honor of family or friends on your Christmas list, filling out a form to show your choice of item and the person whom
the gift is honoring. Your Mission Team will do the actual shopping so that you don't have to.  Later in December, you will
receive a personalized ornament/gift tag to attach to a present, stick in a stocking, or pop in an envelope, telling your
friend or family member about the gift given in their honor. Better yet, we will be able to provide these needed items to
the organizations we are partnering with! We hope you will find this a fun and helpful way to share abundance with those
who need it in our community, as well as sharing that feeling of generosity with those you love! We’ll have information
about agencies we’ll be supporting and gift options coming up soon!

We are always so grateful for your prayers and support!

Jeanne and Patty
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Pub Theology, one of the CUCC book groups, meets on Tuesday evenings
at 7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. We are about to start a new book, so if
you are interested in joining us, now would be a great time. 
 
On Tuesday, November 17, we will begin discussing our newest selection,
Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith and
Fractured a Nation by Kristin Kobes Du Mez. 
 
Chrissy Stroop of the Boston Globe writes, "It is impossible to do justice to
the richness of Jesus and John Wayne in a short review, but one of the key
points the book stresses is that as Christian nationalists, the vast majority
of white evangelicals believe that our country's flourishing depends on
aggressive make leadership. The pervasive abuse patterns of white
evangelical subculture replicates themselves on a large social scale in the
Christian Right's politics. Since understanding this will be crucial if
Americans are to have a functional democratic future, Jesus and John
Wayne is a book that America needs now. I hope it will be widely read."  

Kristin Kobes Du Mez is a professor of history at Calvin University and the
author of A New Gospel for Women and other writings that have
appeared in the Washington Post, Christianity Today and many other
publications.  

Join us Tuesday, November 17 at 7:00pm if you're interested in discussing
this book. 

If you're not on the mailing list, but would like to be added, email Tom
Ward at wardt508@comcast.net and he'll add you to the list.

PUB THEOLOGY

BROWN BAG BIBLE STUDY

Beginning with the first Sunday in Advent, many of the
passages you will encounter in our worship services will
be drawn from the Gospel of Mark. Please join Pastor
Connie downstairs following the service on November
15 for an overview of this gospel-- its context, its
structure, what makes it distinctive, and some of the
stories you will likely hear in the coming months. If you
have specific questions, please let Pastor Connie know
and she will do her best to address them! The easiest
way to reach her is probably via email at
connie@community-ucc.org. We will end by 1:00, but
you are welcome to bring a brown bag lunch if you like.  

If there’s a passage or story you have always wanted to
know more about, please let Pastor Connie know so she
can try to include it on the schedule. Her email is
connie@community-ucc.org; her cell, 217-202-9624.

NOV
15

DEC
20

Overview of The Gospel of Mark

Luke 1:26-38

mailto:wardt508@comcast.net
mailto:connie@community-ucc.org


Fireside Dinners
The date for the Fireside Dinners this year will be Sunday, November 15th. The dinners provide a
venue for getting to know members of the congregation in an informal setting. Please consider
participating, the dinners are a lot of fun.

The Fireside Dinners follow a few simple rules. the dinners all take place on the same night, in this
case November 15th from 6:00 - 8:00pm. A certain number of congregation members offer to
host a dinner in their home and to prepare a dinner entree (this could be something simple like a
soup or salad meal). Once the number of interested participants has been determined, we assign
5-8 participants to each host. the host then contacts the participants to let them know the
location of the dinner and asks the participants to bring something to contribute to the dinner
(appetizer, bread, salad, vegetable, dessert). One last rule, no church business is to be discussed
as the purpose of the dinners is to have time to learn more about individuals in our congregation
and to have fun.

The dinners are open to all church members, visitors, college students, and youth group members.
Everyone is encouraged to participate!

If you would like to participate, please fill out the attached form and return it to the church office
no later than Wednesday, November 4th. You can also email or text the required information listed
to Peg Wade at peg.wade@comcast.net 217-369-0474. There will also be forms available at the
sign-up table in the parlor during October.

CUCC’S MONTHLY SOCIAL GATHERINGS
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Thanks to CUCC for a wonderful Pastor Appreciation celebration. We are blessed to be your pastors. 
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Did you know that CUCC has a group that meets regularly to
explore the topic of creativity and to encourage one another
in creative practice? We meet on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month at 10 a.m., usually at the
Champaign Public Library. Some of us are writers while
others paint, use photography, or express themselves in
other ways. We would love to have others join us!
 
As fall begins, we are going to begin reading Art is How God
Loves Us: The Sacred Beauty of Created Things by Meridith
Hite Estevez. If you are interested, please contact Pastor
Connie (connie@community-ucc.org; 217-202-9624) for more
information.

CREATIVITY GROUP
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Did you know that CUCC has two committees that facilitate communication
between the congregation and pastors? This is your quarterly reminder that the
Pastoral Relations committee provides support for CUCC's pastor, advocates for the
pastor's leadership, and provides for a regular channel of communication between
the pastor and the congregation. The committee meets with Pastor Leah monthly to
offer guidance and support her ministry and professional goals. Current members of
this committee are Kristy Brownfield, Joel Brotheron, incoming moderator Bill
Gropp, and committee chair Cara Finnegan. 

Similarly, the Joint Personnel Committee facilitates support and accountability for
the ministry of Izzy Colazzo in her position as Director of Campus and Youth
Ministries. Members of the committee represent the Church Life Board and the
Campus Ministry Board, and they meet quarterly with Pastor Izzy to review her work
and to encourage her upcoming projects. Current committee members are past
moderator Susan Pawlicki, Ilsa Kantola, and committee chair Stephen Kolderup. 

In our congregation, we emphasize the importance of direct communication
between the people of CUCC and the pastors. However, in the event that
communication has gotten off track, there may be times when one of these
committees can be invited to step in and help the parties get back on track
together. In these cases, CUCC'ers are invited to contact anyone on the relevant
committee.

PROMOTING HEALTHY COMMUNICATION IN OUR
CONGREGATION



Date Meals Served

10/5/2026 103

10/12/2026 87

10/19/2026 113

10/26/2026 106

Total Meals Served 409

Happy 9th birthday, Jubilee Café! As our guests were
walking in tonight, upon seeing my birthday hat, a guest
said to me, "Time sure flies when you are blessing
people," and he's right. Most every Monday for the past
nine years, we've been here serving delicious, nutritious
food to people and creating vital third space for folks.
We're so grateful to do this work.

Take a look at the pictures and you'll see many smiling
faces, all are volunteers who make this happen. We're so
grateful for them!

Our birthday feast included housemade coleslaw,
cheddar biscuits, and macaroni salad, plus baked beans
and fried chicken or vegetarian 'chikin'. Each person got
their own birthday cupcake with a candle which meant
everybody got to make their own birthday wish!

We served 79 meat, 2 veggie, 6 heat at home meals.
That brings our total meals served to date 31,463, as of
October 12. Truly, we are blessed to be a blessing.

Remember that you can help us celebrate our birthday
by sending us sleeping bags for our guests.

Jubilee Café
Jubilee Café requires many volunteers to make everything run smoothly. If you would be willing to
volunteer, anyone older than 14 is welcome to come and help at Jubilee Café. There are still many
open slots on many of the Monday nights volunteer list. Please look at the list and consider
volunteering. If you are willing to volunteer, go to the sign-up link at tinyurl.com/mw5zeeky. Contact
the office, info@community-ucc.org, for more information. 
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October 12 Jubilee Report



Friday, November 13, 12:00pm Plan to join Pastor Leah at the University YMCA for the
Feeding our Neighbors forum, 12:00pm, Latzer Hall. She will be one of several community
leaders talking about the intersection of our faith and food. This is part of the University
YMCA’s Friday Forum series. Free lunch is provided.
Friday, November 13, 6:00pm Campus Ministry is having their second annual Chili Cook-off
Fundraiser and football watch party, where you can vote for the best chili with your dollars
and watch the Illinois vs. UCLA football game on Friday, November 13th. Doors open at
6:00pm. Kickoff is at 8:00pm. Come for the chili and the fellowship, stay for the football game.
Final voting ends at kickoff time (8:00pm). Sign up in the Parlor to enter your chili in the Chili
Cookoff competition!
Sunday, November 15, 11:45am Brown Bag Bible Study - This is a recurring monthly Bible
study on various topics. We will begin 15 minutes after worship service ends and finish by 1pm
Sunday, November 15, 6:00pm Fireside Dinners - The dinners provide a venue for getting to
know members of the congregation in an informal setting. Please consider participating, the
dinners are a lot of fun. The Fireside Dinners follow a few simple rules. the dinners all take
place on the same night, in this case November 15th from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. A certain number
of congregation members offer to host a dinner in their home and to prepare a dinner entree
(this could be something simple like a soup or salad meal). Once the number of interested
participants has been determined, we assign 5-8 participants to each host. the host then
contacts the participants to let them know the location of the dinner and asks the participants
to bring something to contribute to the dinner (appetizer, bread, salad, vegetable, dessert).
One last rule, no church business is to be discussed as the purpose of the dinners is to have
time to learn more about individuals in our congregation and to have fun.
The dinners are open to all church members, visitors, college students, and youth group
members. Everyone is encouraged to participate!
Sunday, November 22, 11:30am Join us to decorate the sanctuary, big tree, parlor, office area
and downstairs tree. The Campus Ministry students have graciously agreed to put the big tree
up in the choir loft again this year., so we need lots of folks to stay after church on November
22nd to help get the tree and church decorated for the Christmas season. A light lunch will be
provided. Come join the holiday fun!
Saturday, December 5, 8:00am Advent “reset” retreat - This will be a mini retreat similar to
previous church season events. Set up will start around 8:00am, with the event and cleanup
done by 2:00pm.
Sunday, December 20 This is our annual caroling event to our members in care facilities - we
encourage all to join in the singing and in bringing holiday cheer to others.

UPCOMING EVENT SCHEDULE
Sunday, November 1 - Thursday, December 31, 2026
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Contact CUCC:

805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | 
www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 3pm

ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION
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