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Thoughts before Worship: “Before the ten commandments, before the dance with the tambourines, before the plagues,
before any particular religion and a name for God (after all, the people of Asia and most people who eventually built
mosques, must have heard it, too). There was the barefoot directive — take off your shoes and touch it — the earth un-
der your (not somebody else’s) feet, notice this ground, bush, fire. I’'m talking to you — not because of your impressive
brain, compassionate heart, not the beautiful singing voice, rippling muscles, spiritual depth, perfect complexion, long
hair. You with the toes, are you listening? This is the holy moment. ”

— Maren Tirabassi
Prelude Andrey Ivanov

*Call to Worship (in the words of Dolly Parton echoing 9 to 5 and Light of a Clear Blue Morning)
We'’ve tumbled out of bed and stumbled to the kitchen;
Poured ourselves cups of ambition,
Yawned and stretched and tried to come to life.
It’s been a long dark night,
And we’ve been a-waiting for the morning.
It’s been a long hard fight
But we see a brand new day dawning.
We've got dreams they’ll never take away
In the same boat with a lot of our friends
Waitin’ for the day our ship’ll come in
The tide’s gonna turn an’ it’s gonna roll our way.
‘Cause we can see the light of a clear blue morning
We can see the light of a brand new day.
Oh and everything’s gonna be all right.
It’s gonna be okay.
Hallelujah! Thanks be to the God who makes it be okay.

*Invocation

Let us pray,
Sovereign God, we delight in your presence. Your words bring joy, peace, and strength. You fill us with your Spirit
and shape us in truth. Take us beyond the wilderness of our current condition. Remind us of who you are and
who we are in you. Receive our praise, our curiosity, our doubts, our fears. With thanksgiving, we come to you
just as we are. In hope, we bring our dreams for a better world and better lives. In awe, we recount what you
have already done. In faith, we invite you to equip us as your partners in your kingdom. Set a fire for your way
and your will within us as we minister in your name. Amen.

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of any
age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation, or life condition. May the Divine Presence become real to you through this time
of worship. We hope you come back!

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship, please
do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary.

Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD.

Note 3: If you would like to color, draw, or fidget during worship, no matter your age, feel free to pick up a coloring page, blank paper,
or play dough, from the white table in the back. You can also use a finger labyrinth, located on the credenza in the back.

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit.



*Opening Hymn The God of Abraham Praise NCH 24

Welcome, a Word about Worship, and an Opportunity to Check-In

Introit Come, O Lord, and Set Us Free

Come, O Lord, and set us free
Give your people hope

Come, O Lord, and set us free
Give your people peace

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray,
Redeemer and Guide, we travel with you because you never leave us. Yet, sometimes we drift from the path of
life you give us. Rather than holding fast to what is good, we compromise with evil. Rather than persevering in
prayer, we dwell in anger, rage, and conspiracies. Rather than sharing our blessings and pursuing hospitality, we
hoard the resources you have given us to share. Help us to live in love and harmony with one another. Empower

us to pursue peace for all. Let us overcome and overwhelm evil with good, compassion, and hope in your name.
Amen.

Words of Assurance

Beloved, wherever we go becomes holy ground because the Holy One goes with us. Be firm in hope that the God who
met Moses through a burning bush will meet us wherever we may seek strength, encouragement, and the will to live in
righteousness, justice, and peace. By the grace of the Holy One, all these things are possible in us and through us.

*Passing the Peace

Call to Prayer
Later in the service, we will offer up our joys and concerns. Your prayer requests will be offered aloud. {:_if; ;_":'!:é

found here, or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the sanctuary that you may fill out and Q:!:f_
hand to the usher.

Prelude to Scripture

Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now for the meaning it might
hold for us on this day.

Sacred Reading from the Old Testament Exodus 3:1-15

3 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness
and came to Mount Horeb, the mountain of God. > There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a
bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. 3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at
this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” *When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called
to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” ° Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” ®He said further, “I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

’Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; | have heard their cry on account of
their taskmasters. Indeed, | know their sufferings, 8and | have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. *The cry of the Israelites has now
come to me; | have also seen how the Egyptians oppress them. "Now go, | am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my peo-
ple, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” ** But Moses said to God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?” 2 He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you that it is | who sent you: when you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

B3 But Moses said to God, “If | come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’
and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall | say to them?” % God said to Moses, “I AM WHO | AM.” He said further,
“Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘l AM has sent me to you.”” > God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Isra-
elites, ‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to

’

you’:

This is my name forever,
and this my title for all generations.

Postlude to Scripture


community-ucc.org/pray

Together, let us say:
May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.

*Hymn Be Not Afraid Songbook 14
Message Called, Gathered, Formed, Sent Out: Called

Silent Meditation

Community Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

Music for Reflection

Call to Offering

As a spiritual discipline, generosity demonstrates our commitment to the kingdom of God in a tangible way. E
When we share our resources, we proclaim our trust in God’s abundant provision, our concern for the con- ]
dition of our neighbors, and our responsibility for the maintenance and care of our community. Let us give
generously to the good work of God’s church. You may place offerings in the plates or give them online at E
community-ucc.org/ by clicking “Donate.” Our ushers will now come forward to receive our offering.

One Great Hour of Sharing

One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) is a vital special mission offering of the United Church of Christ. It connects you to dis-
aster relief, refugee assistance, and development efforts around the globe. When disasters strike, or when individuals
are displaced due to violence or poverty, OGHS ensures immediate response and ongoing recovery. Through your sup-
port, OGHS funds comprehensive development programs in areas such as healthcare, education, agriculture, food securi-
ty, microfinancing, and women's empowerment. By partnering with Global Ministries and international response net-
works, OGHS maximizes its impact. Your contributions help meet urgent needs while addressing the root causes of vul-
nerability, ensuring long-term, sustainable solutions for affected communities. Thank you for your gifts!

Offertory

Prayer of Dedication

Let us pray:
Holy One, we present these offerings to you in hope and love. May they be a gift in our community and the
world. May they spread hope and love. And, may they witness to your abundant and generous creation. Amen.

Commissioning of the Community

*Sending Hymn We are Called Songbook 53
*Benediction

*Benediction Response

Postlude Andrey Ivanov

Please join us in the Parlor for the after party.
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