
 

 
    
Champaign, Illinois Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A               July 5, 2026 

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of 
any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation, or life condition.  May the Divine Presence become real to you through this 
time of worship. We hope you come back!  
 

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship, please 
do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary. 
 

Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD. 
 

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit. 

Thoughts before Worship: “Wonder begins with the question, “What evokes in me a sense of awe, curiosity, or deep 
interest in the world around me? How are these experiences luring me out of myself and into relationship and engage-
ment with the wider world? What resources does my faith tradition provide for expressing and experiencing wonder?”  
                             - Rev. Cody J Sanders, PhD  
 
Prelude                               Andrey Ivanov  
 
*Call to Worship 
We come to worship this morning to affirm this: 
  Hope must be formed like faith that gets scattered like seeds and tended like love that grows up wild and free.  
Even when we are fearful, angry, sad, or grieving, to cultivate hope, we need to express and experience gratitude and 
wonder. We want hope as a mood or good luck charm. But, hope is a thing we DO together.   
  Together, in community with our Creator, let us scatter, cultivate, and practice hope  that turns us towards one 
  another.  
 

*Invocation 
Let us pray, 

Holy one, we have gathered in your name, as your people, as your church. Move among us this morning and 
anoint us with your spirit that we might leave this place with good news on our lips, love in our hearts, and 
hope in the spaces between one another. In the name of the Way-Maker we pray, Amen.  
 

*Opening Hymn      God of the Sparrow, God of the Whale                   NCH 32 

Welcome, a Word about Worship, and an Opportunity to Check-In 
 
Introit  Come, O Lord, and Set Us Free 
 

Come, O Lord, and set us free, Give your people hope 
 

Come, O Lord, and set us free, Give your people peace 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession  
Let us pray, 

God, we admit that we bypass wonder. Instead of allowing ourselves to be awestruck and leaning into mys-
tery, we get caught by the allure of control. Instead of being curious, we become hard-hearted. We see the 
news or experience a loss and feel overwhelmed, like we cannot engage with the wider world. We shut down 
rather than open ourselves up. When we forget how interconnected we are, we turn toward tactics of self-
preservation: greed, callousness, violence, exclusivity, and other ways of being not in the Way of Jesus. We 
pause now to confess how our lack of wonder has warped our way of being in full communion with you and 
your children. (Pause for silent reflection). Forgive us, we humbly pray. Amen.    



 

Words of Assurance                   
 
*Passing the Peace  

 
Call to Prayer          
Later in the service, we will offer up our joys and concerns. Your prayer requests will be offered aloud. 
Whether you are sitting here in the sanctuary or worshipping with us remotely, you are invited to add your 
joys and concerns to the prayer list: go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or scan the QR code 
found here, or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the Sanctuary that you may fill out and 
hand to the usher.   
 
Prelude to Scripture                     
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now for the meaning it 
might hold for us on this day. 
 
Sacred Reading from the Original Testament                          Psalm 19  
1 The heavens declare the glory of God,  
  and the firmament shows God’s handiwork.  
2 One day tells its tale to another,  
  and one night imparts knowledge to another.  
3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard,  
4Their sound has gone out into all lands,  
  and their message to the ends of the world.  
5In the deep has God set a pavilion for the sun;  
  it comes forth like a newlywed out of their chamber;  
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  
6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens 
  and runs about to the end of it again;  
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
7The law of GOD is perfect  
  and revives the soul;  
  the testimony of GOD is sure  
  and gives wisdom to the innocent.  
8The statutes of GOD are just  
  and rejoice the heart;  
  the commandment of GOD is clear  
  and gives light to the eyes.  
9The fear of GOD is clean  
  and endures forever; 
  the judgments of GOD are true  
  and righteous altogether.  
10More to be desired are they than gold,  
  more than much fine gold,  
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
11By them also is your servant enlightened,  
  and in keeping them there is great reward.  
12Who can tell how often they offend?  
  Cleanse me from my secret faults.  
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;  
  let them not get dominion over me;  
  then shall I be whole and sound,  
  and innocent of a great offense.  
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14Let the words of my mouth  
  and the meditation of my heart  
  be acceptable in your sight, O GOD,  
  my rock and my redeemer.  
 
Postlude to Scripture                   
Together, let us say: 
  May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.       
 
*Hymn        God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens                  NCH 556  

Message Transimmanent Emotions: Wonder  

Silent Meditation 
 
Community Joys and Concerns 
 
Pastoral Prayer      
 
Music for Reflection  
 
Call to Offering   
We look around the world and see such brokenness. And yet, God calls us into community, to be the 
Church, One Body, to serve. Together, we DO hope and we MAKE hope a way of life in the world, even 
when we are angry. You may place offerings in the plates or give them online at community-ucc.org/ by 
clicking “Donate.”  Our ushers will now come forward to receive our offering.  
 
Offertory                    
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Let us pray:  

God of Hope who made us in gladness, bless and multiply all that we offer so that our community of faith 

may continue to DO hope together and BE hope for others. May these gifts make it possible for us to grow as 

a church and practice hope in this moment in history in profound, life-giving way. In the name of the Way-

Maker we pray, Amen.  

Commissioning of the Community  
 
*Sending Hymn  For the Beauty of the Earth                       NCH 28 
  
 
*Benediction  
 
*Benediction Response    
 
Postlude                              Andrey Ivanov 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us in the Parlor for the after party. 
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Community United Church of Christ Staff 

Pastor: 
 Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser  
 leah@community-ucc.org 
 

Director of Youth Ministries:  
 Izzy Collazo  

Izzy@ucccampusministry.org  
 

Childcare Provider: 
  
. 

Commissioned Minister of Congregational Health 
and Wellness Emeritus:   
 Linda Morgan | lindamorgan@sbcglobal.net  

Faith Community Nurse: 
 Johnalene Radek | johnalene.radek@carle.com 
 

Minister Emeritus: 
 Rev. Connie Bandy | connie@community-ucc.org 
 

Director of Music Ministries: 
 Kathy Lee | music@community-ucc.org 
 

Accompanist: Andrey Ivanov 
 

Office Manager:   
 

Serving Today 

Ministers: The Community of Community UCC 
Preacher and Presider: Rev. Connie Bandy 

Liturgist: Brin Schuler 
Ushers: Peg Wade, Sebastian Major 

Accompanist: Andrey Ivanov 
Audio/Video: Marilou Hinrichs, John Osborne, Roger Wade 

  

Community United Church of Christ  
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

Phone: (217) 344-5091  |  Website: www.community-ucc.org  |  Email: info@community-ucc.org 

United Church Foundation (UCC Campus Ministry) 

Director of Campus Ministry: Izzy Collazo | Izzy@ucccampusministry.org  
www.community-ucc.org/campus-ministry | Email:  info@ucccampusministry.org 

Your Ministry Team Leaders 

Moderator: Beth Hogan* 
Past Moderator: Susan Pawlicki*  
Incoming Moderator: Bill Gropp* 
Clerk: Jeff Radek* 
Pastoral Relations Committee: Cara Finnegan 
Personnel Committee: Stephen Kolderup  
Community Building: Peg Wade*  
 - Care Team:  (Coordinator Open) 

- Prayer Shawls: Elena Kasper 
- Meal Train: Jennifer Robbennolt 
- Driver’s Ministry: Mary Bunyard  
- Visitor & Healing Music Ministry: Marilou  
  Hinrichs 
- Card Ministry: Peg Wade 

 - Health and Wellness Team: Chase Skye, Kelly Tull 
 - Hospitality Team:  Rocio (Ro) Arroyave Jamison,  
   Dennis Jamison 
 
 

Children & Family: Alison Anders*, Jennifer Johnson  
Finance: Roger Wade* (treasurer), David Willcox  
(financial secretary) 
Identity: Keri Evans* (open) 
Mission: Jeanne Ward*, Patty Gropp 
Sound & Ethical Practices (SEP): Sue Fristoe*, Shane 
Brownfield 
 -Buildings & Grounds: Tom Ward, Marla Elmore 
 -Contracts & Insurance: Andrew McClure 
UCC Campus Ministry Liaison: Ilsa Kantola* 
Worship: Mara Smith*, Sebastian Major  
 - Sound Coordinator: Roger Wade 
 

 

*denotes Church Life Board Member 
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