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Thoughts before worship: ““What feels like a gift in my life that elicits my opening out toward the world and other people?
How does gratitude invite me to move toward others in acts of giving? What resources does my faith tradition provide for
expressing gratitude in community?” - Rev. Cody J. Sanders

Prelude Andrey Ivanov

*Call to Worship
We come to worship this morning to affirm this:
Hope must be formed like faith that gets scattered like seeds and tended like love that grows up wild and free.
Even when we are fearful, angry, sad, or grieving, in order to cultivate hope, we need to express gratitude. We want hope as
some sort of mood or good luck charm. But, hope is a thing we DO together.
Together, in community with our Creator, let us scatter, cultivate, and practice hope that turns us towards one an-
other.

*Invocation

Let us pray,
Holy one, we have gathered in your name, as your people, as your church. Move among us this morning and anoint
us with your spirit that we might leave this place with good news on our lips, love in our hearts, and hope in the
spaces between one another. In the name of the Way-Maker we pray, Amen.

*Opening Hymn Holy, Holy, Holy NCH 277
Welcome, a Word About Worship, and an Opportunity to Check-In

Introit Come, O Lord, and Set Us Free
Come, O Lord, and Set us Free, Give your people hope

Come, O Lord, and Set us Free, Give your people peace
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray,
God, we must admit that we find it hard to be grateful. We see the news or experience a loss and feel like we can’t
possibly express gratitude when the world feels like it is coming to an end. We forget that we are made in your
image, as “good”, along with the glory of all creation. When we forget how interconnected we are, we turn to-
ward tactics of self-preservation: greed, callousness, violence, exclusivity, and other ways of being not in the Way
of Jesus. We pause now to confess how our inability to be grateful has warped our way of being in full commun-
ion with you and your children. (pause for silent reflection). Forgive us we humbly pray. Amen.

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of any
age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition. May the Divine Presence become real to you through this time of
worship. We hope you come back!

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship please do not
sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary.

Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit.



Words of Assurance
*Passing the Peace
Children’s Moment

Call to Prayer

Later in the service, we will offer up our joys and concerns. Your prayer requests will be offered aloud. {?}Eé
Whether you are sitting here in the sanctuary, or worshipping with us remotely, you are invited to add your kK -..1 "
joys and concerns to the prayer list: go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or scan the QR code ::13
found here or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the Sanctuary that you may fill out and hand ?E-
to the usher.

Prelude to Scripture
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now for the meaning it might
hold for us on this day.

Sacred Reading from the Original Testament Psalm 100

! Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Serve the LORD with gladness;

come into God’s presence with singing.
*Know that the LORD is God.

It is God who made us, and we are theirs;

we are God’s people and the sheep of their pasture.
*Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving

and their courts with praise.

Give thanks to God; bless God’s name.
> For the LORD is good;

whose steadfast love endures forever

and whose faithfulness is to all generations.

[a]

Postlude to Scripture
Together, let us say:

May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.
*Hymn | Woke Up this Morning NCH 85
Message Apocalyptic Emotions: Gratitude
Silent Meditation
Community Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Music for Reflection


community-ucc.org/pray
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20100%20&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-15512a

Call to Offering E
We look around the world and see such brokenness. And yet, God calls us into community, to be the
Church, One Body, to serve. Together, we DO hope and we MAKE hope a way of life in the world, even
when we are angry. You may place offerings in the plates or give online at community-ucc.org/ and click- E
ing “Donate.” Our ushers will now come forward to receive our offering.

[=]

Offertory

Prayer of Dedication

Let us pray:
God of Hope who made us in gladness, bless and multiply all that we offer so that our community of faith may
continue to DO hope together and BE hope for others. May these gifts make it possible for us to grow as a
church and practice hope in this moment in history in profound, life-giving way. In the name of the Way-
Maker we pray, Amen.

Commissioning of the Community

*Sending Hymn To You, O God, All Creatures Sing NCH
17

*Benediction
*Benediction Response

Postlude Andrey
Ivanov
Please join us in the Parlor for the after party.
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From your Mission Team: It’s School Kit Time!

Every year, we collect school supplies in order to assemble Kids' Kits for Church World Services. After collecting in June,
July, and August, we assemble the kits in the fall and deliver them to a CWS "depot" where they are shipped all over the
United States and world for kids who need them. Our goal for the last two years has been to send 100 kits, and togeth-
er, we've achieved that goal! We hope to try again this year!

There is a collection box in the front corner church entry on 6th Street. Attached to the wall near the box is a list of need-
ed supplies (reprinted below). Please only buy supplies on the list, since it is important for shipping purposes that the
weight of each kit is standard. This summer, when you see school supplies on sale, please pick up a few (or a
lot!) Although the list tells the items needed for one kid kit, buy items in whatever quantities you want. For example, if
you see rulers on sale, buy several! Or if you see kids' scissors, buy a bunch! We will track your donations on the graph
by the box, so consult it if you want to see what is needed the most at any given time. Please bring supplies to church by
August 31st!

We will also need folks to sew school bags to put the kits in which to put the kits. If you are a sewing person, take a
pattern sheet from the table in back of the church sanctuary, or follow this link and click on the lower blue box to down-
load the pattern: https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/school-kits/ We have fabric available if you need some to sew - just
ask Patty or Jeanne.

Kids Kits Shopping List
One pair of blunt scissors (Rounded tip only)
One wide-ruled 70-page spiral notebook
One 30-centimeter/12" ruler (must have centimeters)
One hand-held pencil sharpener
One set of 12 colored pencils
Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers
One box of 24 Crayons
One two-pocket folder
One glue stick
One pencil pouch
One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)
We look forward to doing this project together again this year!!
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https://cwskits.org/assemble-kits/school-kits/
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