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If you could see

the journey whole,

you might never
undertake it,
might never dare
the first step
that propels you
from the place
you have known
toward the place
you know not.

Call it

one of the mercies
of the road:
that we see it
only by stages
as it opens
before us,

as it comes into
our keeping,
step by

single step.

Prelude

There is nothing
for it

but to go,

and by our going
take the vows
the pilgrim takes:

to be faithful to

the next step;

to rely on more

than the map;

to heed the signposts

of intuition and dream;

to follow the star
that only you
will recognize;

to keep an open eye
for the wonders that
attend the path;

to press on

beyond distractions,
beyond fatigue,
beyond what would
tempt you

from the way.

There are vows

that only you

will know:

the secret promises
for your particular path
and the new ones
you will need to make
when the road

is revealed

by turns

you could not

have foreseen.

Keep them, break them,
make them again;

each promise becomes
part of the path,

each choice creates

the road

that will take you

to the place

where at last

you will kneel

to offer the gift

most needed—

the gift that only you
can give—

before turning to go
home by

another way.

Andrey Ivanov

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of
any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition. May the Divine Presence become real to you through this
time of worship. We hope you come back!

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship please
do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary.

Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit.



*Call to Worship

In You, Holy One, we seek sanctuary. In you, Sovereign God, we seek refuge.
Holy One, for your name's sake lead us and guide us.

You are indeed our rock and our fortress. Our times are in your hands. Strengthen us in your righteousness.
Holy One, for your name's sake lead us and guide us

Shine upon us this day as we worship you. Saturate us in your steadfast love.
Holy One, for your name's sake lead us and guide us.

*Opening Hymn Rejoice, You Pure in Heart NCH55,v 14

Re-joice, you pure in heart; lift prais-es to the sky;
Your fes-tal ban-ner wave with joy, the cross of Christ raise high!

Refrain:
Ho-san-na! Ho-san-na! Re-joice, give thanks and sing.

Bright youth and sea-soned age, strong souls and spir-its meek,
Raise high your free, ex-ult-ing song, God's won-drous prais-es speak.
Refrain:

With voice as full and strong as o-cean's surg-ing praise,
Send forth the hymns the saints have loved, the psalms of an-cient days.
Refrain:

Yes, on through life's long path, still chant-ing as you go,
From youth to age, by night and day, in glad-ness and in woe:
Refrain:

Welcome, a Word About Worship, and an Opportunity to Check-In

Introit From This Bright Hour CUCC Choir

From this bright hour and days to come, as we have gathered into one,
Open the gates and the light will shine, all around, let there be light!
All are welcome, all invited to open hearts and open minds!
In our living, in our learning may we always be searching for truth and light!

Milestone Sunday Celebration
Blessing of the Graduates
In every age and stage of life, God calls us.
Whether young or old or middle age, no matter one’s gender, God calls us.
In spite of his youth, God called and commissioned Jeremiah, saying, “Do not say to me, | am only a child....for before
you were born, | consecrated you.”
Young David slain the Philistine warrior Goliath and saved his people from certain
destruction.
God called upon the girl Mary and she consented to carry the Light of the World into the world.
Jesus was a mere 30 years old when he began a ministry that would change the course of the world for all
time.
Graduates among us, you have been gifted by God. You have much to give, we have much to learn from you.

We have two of our teenagers graduating from high school this year. We invite them to come forward to be recog-
nized and honored.

JJ Lee — Urbana High School
Chloe Robberts-Mosser — University High School

We also have a number of students completing their undergraduate and graduate degrees this year. We ask them to



please come forward to be recognized and honored.

Rhea Chawla — Bachelor’s Degree — University of lllinois Urbana Champaign
Carly Dahm — Bachelor’s Degree— University of lllinois Urbana Champaign
Travis Huynh — Bachelor’s Degree — University of lllinois Urbana Champaign
Eva Lam — Master Degree — University of Illinois Urbana Champaign
Roger Leyba — Master Degree — University of Illinois Urbana Champaign
Armaan Suga — Bachelor’s Degree— University of Illinois Urbana Champaign
Faizi Tofighn — Bachelor’s Degree — University of lllinois Urbana Champaign

Blessing

Let us pray:
Holy Wisdom, we give you thanks for those who stand before us, all they have learned and all they have accom-
plished. We ask your continued inspiration and guidance as they travel onto new adventures. May they always
be in search of that place to which you call, where their own “deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
Stretch and challenge them, comfort and console them so that they might find both purpose and fulfillment for
the whole of their lives. Amen.

Blessing of our Elders
In every age and stage of life, God calls us.
Whether young or old, no matter one’s gender, God calls us.
In spite of her age, God called Sarah, who at 90 years of age or more, bore Isaac. She became the mother of multi-
tudes.
Six hundred year old Noah built the ark and saved his family and the animals from certain destruction.
God called upon barren Elizabeth to bring the Voice in the Wilderness into the World.
Simeon and Anna, the senior citizens of Mary and Joseph’s church, upon seeing the new born baby boy,
praised God, for they could see he was bound for glory.
Elders among us, you have been gifted by God. You have given much and have still much to give; we have much to
learn from you.

Our church community is blessed to have in our midst many elders who are 85 years of age or older, who we called
forward to recognize in the past. This year, we have one more who has reached that milestone, and we now invite
them to be recognized and honored:

Rosa Matilde Leon
Fare Thee Well Grannie Annie and Grandpa Matt Hart

Blessing

Let us pray,
Ancient of Days, we give you thanks for all our elders, and especially today Rosa Matilde, Ann and Matthew,
for all they has accomplished and are accomplishing still. We ask your continued inspiration and guidance as
they continues to travel on to new adventures. May they continually grow in the wisdom that comes with
age. Stretch and challenge them, comfort and console them, so they might find both purpose and fulfillment
for the whole of their life. Amen.

*Response of Praise Halleluja NCH 236

Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja.
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja.
Hal-le, hal-le, hal-le-lu-ja.
Hal-le-lu-ja, hal-le-lu-ja.



*Passing the Peace

Call to Prayer community-ucc.org/pray

Prelude to Scripture
Sacred Reading from the Acts of the Gospels John 14:1-14
Postlude to Scripture

Together, let us say:
May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.

Call to Offering community-ucc.org/
Offertory Let Not Your Hearts Be Troubled CUCC Choir
Message Many Rooms: Extravagant Hospitality is a Christian Practice

Silent Meditation
*Hymn | Was Ther e to Hear Your Borning Cry NCH 351

Sacrament of Holy Baptism
Opening Words
Holy one, as we gather around the font this day, we remember how water runs through your Story:
Before the world had shape and form, your Spirit moved over the waters. Out of the waters of the deep, you
formed the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all life. In the time of Noah, you washed the
earth with the waters of the flood, and your ark of salvation bore a new beginning.
In the time of Moses, your people Israel passed through the Red Sea waters from slavery to freedom and crossed the
flowing Jordan to enter the promised land.
In the fullness of time, you sent Jesus Christ, who was nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb.
Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, became living water to a woman at the Samaritan well, washed
the feet of the disciples, and sent them forth to baptize all the nations by water and the Holy Spirit.
Water is necessary for our survival. Your holy waters sustain our lives as well.

Invitation
Baptismal Prayer
Parent’s Promises
Parent’s and Sponsors’ Promises
Congregational Assent
And now | turn to the congregation. The church is the community of Christ, the gathering of people with whom we
walk in faith and commitment. Together, we make this promise:
On behalf of all disciples past and present, we look forward new journeys with you. We wish that we can

promise you a world without fear, a world without pain, a world without suffering. We cannot make that
promise but we do promise that God will love you no matter what life brings and that we as a community will


community-ucc.org/pray
community-ucc.org

stand as the people of God with you, whatever you may face. Maximus, Charles, Olive Bea, and Charlotte, we
promise you this.

Baptisms Maximus Leo Glen Murphy
Charles Jameson Allen Murphy
Olive Bea Clara Murphy
Charlotte Maeve Pitlik

Community Joys and Concerns

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Prayer Response Holy Spirit Fall on Me CUCC Choir

Holy Spirit, fall on me,
Guardian, Guide and comfort be;
Let your love pour over me,

O Holy Spirit, fall, fall on me.

Commissioning of the Community
*Sending Hymn Draw the Circle Wide Songbook 21

Draw the circle wide. Draw it wilder still. Let this be our song,
no one stands alone, standing side by side, draw the circle wide.

God the still-point of the circle, round whom all creation turns;
nothing lost, but held forever in God’s gracious arms. (Refrain)

Let our hearts touch far horizons, so encompass great and small;
let our loving know no borders, faithful to God'’s call. (Refrain)

Let the dreams we_ dream be larger, than we’ve ever dreamed before;
let the dream of Christ be in us, open every door. (Refrain)

*Benediction

*Benediction Response Peace to You

Peace to you, dearly beloved,
Peace that no words define.
Christ keep you safe in spirit.
Christ Jesus in you shine! Christ in you shine!

Postlude Andrey Ivanov

Please join us in the Parlor for the after party.
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