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Vibrant Messengers of Hope

Champaign, lllinois Fourth Sunday after Epiphany, Year A February 1, 2026
Thoughts before worship: “There is something in every one of you that waits and listens for the sound of the genuine in
yourself. It is the only true guide you will ever have. And if you cannot hear it, you will all of your life spend your days on
the ends of strings that somebody else pulls.”  Howard Thurman

Prelude Andrey Ivanov

*Call to Worship
Siblings in the Spirit, hear God’s call to gather together!
Come, all who thirst for warmth and connection.
Come, all who yearn for healing and hope.
Come, all who are hungry for kindness and courage.
Come, all who are feeling strong and ready.
Come, all who are feeling anxious and afraid.
Come, wherever you are on the journey.
And let us enter to this space of grace, where God welcomes us all!

*Opening Prayer
Let us pray together,
Holy Spirit hold us in hope. Keep us in courage. Shape us in love. Amen.
*Opening Hymn Amazing Grace NCH547v.1,2,3,5

A-maz-ing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now | see.

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears re- lieved;
How pre-cious did that grace ap-pear the hour | first be-lieved!

Through man-y dan-gers, toils, and snares, | have al-read-y come;
'Tis gr_ace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thou-sand years, bright shin-ing asthe sun,
We've no less days to sing God's praise than when we'd first be-gun.

Welcome, a Word About Worship, and an Opportunity to Check-In

Introit Gather Us In

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of
any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition. May the Divine Presence become real to you through this
time of worship. We hope you come back!

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship please
do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary.

Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit.



Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us in you.
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Let us pray together,
Loving God, forgive us when we lose our way and lead us back to yours. Lead us from separation to connec-
tion, from guilt to responsibility, from judgment to wonder, from anger to compassion, from sorrow to joy,
from despair to hope, from fear to love, from death to new life! Amen.

Words of Forgiveness
*Passing the Peace

Call to Prayer

Later in the service, we will offer up our joys and concerns. Your prayer requests will be offered aloud. ! Eé
Whether you are sitting here in the sanctuary, or worshipping with us remotely, you are invited to add :
your joys and concerns to the prayer list: go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or scan the QR &3n
code found here or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the Sanctuary that you may fill out Q:il
and hand to the usher.

Call to Offering

forward to receive our morning offering.
Offertory Simply, Alleluia CUCC Choir

Prelude to Scripture
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now for the meaning it
might hold for us on this day.

Sacred Reading from the Original Testament Isaiah 65:1-2, 16-25
'l was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, to be found by those who did not seek me. | said, “Here | am,
here | am,” to a nation that did not call on my name. 1 held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people, who walk
in a way that is not good, following their own devices;

® Then whoever invokes a blessing in the land shall bless by the God of faithfulness, and whoever takes an oath in
the land shall swear by the God of faithfulness, because the former troubles are forgotten and are hidden from my
sight.”” For | am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to
mind.® But be glad and rejoice forever in what | am creating, for | am about to create Jerusalem as a joy and its people
as a delight. *I will rejoice in Jerusalem and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it or
the cry of distress. 2 No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days or an old person who does not live
out a lifetime, for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred
will be considered accursed. 2! They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and
eat their fruit. 22They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat, for like the days of a
tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 2?'They shall not labor in
vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— and their descendants as well.
X Before they call | will answer, while they are yet speaking | will hear. % The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; the
lion shall eat straw like the ox, but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy
mountain, says the Lord.


community-ucc.org/pray
community-ucc.org

Sacred Reading from Revelation Revelation 21:1-7
Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more. 2And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. > And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them and be their God;

*he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”
> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these
words are trustworthy and true.” *Then he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and
the End. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. “Those who conquer will inherit
these things, and | will be their God, and they will be my children.

Postlude to Scripture
Together, let us say:
May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.

*Hymn O For A World NCH 575

O for a world where ev-ery-one re-spects each oth-er's ways,
Where love is lived and all is done with jus-tice and with praise.

O for a world where goods are shared and mis-er-y re-lieved,
Where truth is spo-ken, chil-dren spared, e-qual-i-ty a-chieved.

We wel-come one world fam.-i-ly and strug-gle with each choice
That o-pens us to u-ni-ty and gives our vi-sion voice.

The poor arerich, the weak are strong, the fool-ish ones are wise.
Tell all who mourn: out-casts be-long, who per-ish-es will rise.

O for a world pre-par-ing for God's glo-rious reign of peace,
Where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.

Message Radical Grace
Holy Communion

Invitation to the Table

Come, all who hunger. Come all who thirst. Come no matter what’s needed because everyone needs something and
everyone needs someone. At this table, you are included and room is ever being made to include more. More love,
more understanding, more food, more drink, more community, and more good and goodness. Your invitation is eternal
for this table belongs to God. We don’t get to decide who we sit next to, but we do get to decide to enjoy whoever is
seated. So come to the table, where strangers become friends, friends become family, and family keeps expanding.
Come as you are and leave better than how you came.

Community Joys and Concerns
Communion Prayer

In the beginning, the earth was formed. It was the first table that all creations were invited to. This table has gone
through several iterations and holds steady. Jesus was at this table at some point in history. He lived, he taught, he was



put to death, and then he resurrected. In doing all these things, he taught us a new way to look at tables and how to
set them inclusively. He showed us that we are included in the heart and mind of God always and he taught us how to
include those we might be inclined to label as “other”. For these reasons among many others, we give thanks for this
meal.

Words of Institution

We remember that night during the Passover Jesus had his last meal at a table, with those closest to him. There, they
shared their love of God and Jesus and of each other. In the midst of love, Jesus gave thanks and broke the bread and
said, something like this, “Take and eat this gift from the earth and from the human hands that prepared it and know
that God gives it to you, a blessing for your body and your spirit.” Later, Jesus took a cup and after blessing it said
something like this, “Drink this fruit of the vine, the gift of the sun and labor in the fields. Taste and know the goodness
of God.”

Prayer for the Holy Spirit
Come Holy Spirit. Bless this bread and cup and bless each of us. May these elements transform us. May they inspire
and give us courage to follow the way of Jesus, which is ever inclusive and expanding.

Come, let’s eat this bread and drink this cup together
Sharing the Meal

Anthem Wounded Healer Kathy Lee, Elena Negruta

Image of the Invisible, in our pain we feel You near.
God of Heaven in flesh and bone, by Your wounds we shall be healed.
Wounded healer, we give our hearts to You.

Armes stretched out not to part the seas but to open up the grave.
Blood poured out not for war but peace and to show us God's own face.
Oh wounded healer, we give our hearts to You.

No fire, no fury, just death into life.
Over and over 'til all things are right.
Wounded healer, we give our hearts to You.

Prayer After Communion
Commissioning of the Community
*Benediction

*Benediction Response Jesus, the Light of the World NCH 160, refrain

We will follow the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the light of the world.

Postlude Andrey Ivanov

Please join us in the Parlor for the after party.
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