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Thoughts before worship: “All the prophets started with anger, or even rage, at the right things: injustice, oppression, deceit,
misuse of money, power, even religion itself. But with only a couple of exceptions, they did not stop there. They were not just
reformers; they were also mystics who were captivated by the wholeness and beauty at the heart of reality at the same time as
they were confronting injustice.” Richard Rohr

Prelude Andrey Ivanov

*Call to Worship
Siblings in the Spirit, hear God’s call to gather together!
Come, all who thirst for warmth and connection.
Come, all who yearn for healing and hope.
Come, all who are hungry for kindness and courage.
Come, all who are feeling strong and ready.
Come, all who are feeling anxious and afraid.
Come, wherever you are on the journey.
And let us enter to this space of grace, where God welcomes us all!

*Opening Hymn O God, Our Help in Ages Past NCH 25

0 God, our help in a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
Our shel-ter from the storm-y blast, and our e-ter-nal home:

Un-der the shad-ow of your throne your saints have dwelt se-cure;
Suf-fi-cient is your arm a-lone, and our de-fense is sure.

Be-fore the hills in or-der stood or earth re-ceived its frame,
From ev-er-last-ing you are God, to end-less years the same.

Athou-sand a-gesin your sight are like an eve-ning gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night be-fore the ris-ing sun.

Time, like an ev-er-roll-ing stream, soon bears us all away;
We fly for-got-ten, as a dream fades at the o-pening day.

0 God, our helpi_n a-ges past, our hope for years to come,
Still be our God while trou-bles last, and our e-ter-nal home!

Welcome, a Word About Worship, and an Opportunity to Check-In

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of
any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition. May the Divine Presence become real to you through
this time of worship. We hope you come back!

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship
please do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary.

Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit.



Introit

Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
ground us in you.

Reception of New Members
Receiving New Members
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but they all come from the same Spirit. There are different ways to serve the
same Living God, and we can each do different things. Yet the same God works in all of us and helps us in everything
we do.
God put our bodies together in such a way that even the parts that seem the least important are valuable.

God did this to make all parts of the body work together smoothly, with each caring about the others. If one part of our
body is honored, the whole body will be happy.
Together you are the Body of Christ. Each one of you is part of Christ’s body.

Invitation to Membership
Today the circle of faith, which is this community of care and concern, drops its hands so that others might join us with-
in the circle. We invite our incoming members and their partners in faith to come forward.

Today we rejoice in your pilgrimage of faith which has brought you to this time and place. We give thanks for
every community of faith that has been your spiritual home, and we now celebrate the addition of your gifts to this
community of faith.

Introduction of Candidates & Partners in Faith

Joji Chia Izzy Collazo

Hailey Harz Jennifer Robbennolt
Jim Kew Grant Robbennolt
Isaac Klimasmith Jan Hiland

Lynda Morgan Marilou Hinrichs

The Murphy Family — John and Sue Osborne
Brian, Andrea, Max,

Charlie, Bea

Promises of the Candidates
We now ask these questions of you who are joining in covenant as members of Community United Church, that we
may walk the road of faith together:

1) Will you share your gifts with this community and, in return, accept the gifts this community will give you, seeking
opportunities to be of service and supporting its mission with your time, talents, and treasure? If so, please answer, “I|
will.”

1 will.

2) Will you join with this congregation in empowering one another to do justice, encouraging one another to love kind-
ness, and accompanying one another to walk humbly with our God, loving God and your neighbor as yourself? If so,
please answer, “I will.”

1 will.

3) Do you promise to grow in faith and to be a faithful and loving member of this local church, keeping covenant with
its members and with the wider United Church of Christ? If so, please answer, “l do.”

| do.



*Promises of the Congregation

| invite the congregation to rise in body or spirit. Let us, members and friends of Community United Church, express

our welcome and affirm our mutual ministry in Christ.
We welcome you with joy into the common life of this church. We promise you our friendship and prayers as
we share the hopes and labors of what it means to be a disciple. By the Spirit’s power, may we continue to
grow together, journey together, and work together to create a more  just peaceful and inclusive world.
Through Christ’s example, may we share love, hope, peace, and joy in this world.

*UCC Affirmation of Faith NCH 885

We believe in you, O God, Eternal Spirit,
God of our Savior Jesus Christ and our God,
and to your deeds we testify:
You call the worlds into being,
create persons in your own image,
and set before each one the ways of life and death.

You seekin holy love to save all people from aimlessness
and sin.

You judge people and nations by your righteous will
declared through prophets and apostles.
In Jesus Christ, the man of Nazareth, our crucified
and
risen Savior,
you have come to us
and shared our common lot, conquering sin and
death
and reconciling the world to yourself.

You bestow upon us your Holy Spirit,
creating and renewing the church of Jesus Christ,
binding in covenant faithful people of all ages,
tongues, and races.

You call us into your church
to accept the cost and joy of discipleship,
to be your servants in the service of others,

to proclaim the gospel to all the world
and resist the powers of evil,

to share in Christ's baptism and eat at his table,

to join him in his passion and victory.
You promise to all who trust you

forgiveness of sins and fullness of grace,

courage in the struggle for justice and peace,

your presence in trial and rejoicing,

and eternal life in your realm which has no end.
Blessing and honor, glory and power be unto you. Amen.

*Reception into Membership

Today is a great day. Hailey on behalf of Community United Church, | welcome you into the membership of this church.
| give you this certificate to remind you of the day when you became a member of this community of care and concern.
We welcome you into the company of this local church. Let the people say, “Amen!”

*Passing the Peace

Anthem Zion’s Walls CUCC Choir

Come fathers and mothers,



Come sisters and brothers,
Come join us in singing the praises of Zion.
O fathers don't you feel determined to meet within the walls of Zion.
We'll shout and go round, we'll shout and go round the walls of Zion.

Call to Prayer

Later in the service, we will offer up our joys and concerns. Your prayer requests will be offered aloud.
Whether you are sitting here in the sanctuary, or worshipping with us remotely, you are invited to add
your joys and concerns to the prayer list: go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or scan the QR
code found here or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the Sanctuary that you may fill out
and hand to the usher.

Prelude to Scripture
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now for the meaning it
might hold for us on this day.

Sacred Reading from the Original Testament Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:21-26
"How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has become, she that was great among the
nations! She that was a princess among the provinces has become subject to forced labor. 2She weeps bitterly in the
night, with tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers, she has no one to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treach-
erously with her; they have become her enemies. ?Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude; she
lives now among the nations; she finds no resting place; her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst of her dis-
tress. *The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; all her gates are desolate; her priests groan; her
young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter. ® Her foes have become the masters; her enemies prosper because the Lord has
made her suffer for the multitude of her transgressions; her children have gone away, captives before the foe. ® From
daughter Zion has departed all her majesty. Her princes have become like stags that find no pasture;
they fled without strength before the pursuer.

2Byt this | call to mind, and therefore | have hope: 2The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies
never come to an end; Zthey are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. **“The Lord is my portion,” says my
soul, “therefore | will hope in him.” B The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. Bt is
good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.

Sacred Reading from the Gospels John 11:30-35
*Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. * The Jews who
were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought
that she was going to the tomb to weep there. > When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” ** When Jesus saw her weeping and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. **He said, “Where have
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” ** Jesus began to weep.

Postlude to Scripture
Together, let us say:
May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.

*Hymn We Cannot Measure How You Heal Songbook 36

We cannot measure how you heal or
answer every sufferer’s prayer, yet
we believe your grace responds where
faith and doubt unite to care. Your
hands, though bloodied on the cross,
survive to hold and heal and warn,

to carry all through death to life

and cradle children yet unborn.

The pain that will not go away, the


community-ucc.org/pray

guilt that clings from things long past, the
fear of what the future holds, are
present as if meant to last. But
present too is love which tends the
hurt we never hoped to find, the
private agonies inside, the
memories that haunt the mind.

So some have come who need your help and
some have come to make amends, as
hands which shaped and saved the world are
present in the touch of friends. Lord,
let your Spirit meet us here to
mend the body, mind and soul, to
disentangle peace from pain, and
make your broken people whole.

Message Alchemy of Tears

Silent Meditation

Community Joys and Concerns

Pastoral Prayer

Prayer Response Come, Dove of Heaven, Breath of Peace CUCC Choir

Call to Offering

God'’s vision for all creation is one of goodness, abundance, rest, and restoration. The Stewardship of
our resources, in right relation with the communities in which we participate, makes this vision a real- ;&
ity. If you have finance resources to share, you may give in person by placing your offerings in the &

now come forward to receive our morning offering.

Offertory Wounded Healer Elena Negruta

Image of the Invisible, in our pain we feel You near.
God of Heaven in flesh and bone, by Your wounds we shall be healed.
Wounded healer, we give our hearts to You.

Arms stretched out not to part the seas but to open up the grave.
Blood poured out not for war but peace and to show us God's own face.
Oh wounded healer, we give our hearts to You.

No fire, no fury, just death into life.
Over and over 'til all things are right.
Wounded healer, we give our hearts to You.

*Prayer of Dedication

Together, let us pray:
Giver of all good gifts we offer these tithes and offerings to you to be stewarded by this community of faith,
which we call home. We pray that you will bless all that we offer, that what we offer will be received grateful-
ly, and that what is received will be transformed by your spirit into the scaffolding of your kin-dom here and
now. Amen.


community-ucc.org

*Sending Hymn From the Crush of Wealth and Power NCH 552

From the crush of wealth and pow-er some-thing bro-ken in us all
waits the Spir-it's si-lent hour plead-ing with a poi-gnant call,
bind all my wounds a-gain.

E-ven now our hearts are wa-ry of the friend we need so much.
When | see the pain you car-ry, shall I, with a gen-tle touch,
bind all your wounds a-gain?

When our love for one an-oth-er makes our bur-dens light to bear,
find the sis-ter and the broth-er, hun-gry for the feast we share;
bind all their wounds a-gain.

Ev-ery time our spir-its lan-guish, ter-ri-fied to draw too near,
may we know each oth-er's an-guish and, with love that casts out fear,
bind all our wounds a-gain.

Commissioning of the Community
*Benediction

*Benediction Response Jesus, the Light of the World NCH 160, refrain

We will follow the light, beautiful light,
come where the dewdrops of mercy are bright.
Shine all around us by day and by night,
Jesus, the light of the world.

Postlude Andrey Ivanov

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall for the Annual Meeting and Potluck Lunch.
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Hailey Harz Faith Statement

| grew up in the Methodist church, in the church where my parents got married, and when | was younger we would go
to church for Christmas Eve and Easter and a couple other times throughout the year, but as my sister and | got older
we went less. The last few years we have gone only for Christmas Eve and to a Presbyterian church. Despite this, | al-
ways found that | had an interest in my faith and christianity. In high school, | chose to explore this further by reading
some of the Bible and reading daily devotionals. When | got to college | knew | wanted to join a church, and after going
to another church on campus once and doing some thinking | knew | wanted it to be an inclusive church. After reading
an article in the Daily lllini about Pastor Leah and doing my own research through the church’s website and seeing the
pride flags outside the church every day walking to class, | decided to come in one Sunday. | immediately felt the
warmth of the CUCC community and really felt like | had found my church home. Since then, | have been able to grow
my faith by coming to service each week, getting to know the CUCC community more, and participating in campus min-
istry activities weekly. | am very grateful for this community and for the people | have met. | am especially grateful for
my Campus Ministry family and all | have been able to do with them in the past year and a half.

Jim Kew Faith Statement
Church has always been an important part of my life. As a child | spent every Saturday morning helping my father
clean the sanctuary and the fellowship hall. As an adult | held nearly every volunteer job in the church from Sunday
School to Worship Committee and later in life | became the church administrator.
In my view, the church is a place where we work together to make the world a better place while the choir and the

organist make a joyful noise. This a connection to my new community.

Isaac Klimasmith Faith Statement
| was raised a Christian Scientist, but other religious traditions flowed through my childhood and continue to shape my
faith today. As a child, | celebrated Czech holidays with Catholic undertones, helped observant Jewish neighbors pre-
pare for Shabbat, absorbed the beauty of liturgy in my Episcopalian cousins' church as we itched in our Sunday best,
and went to OWL in the basement of a Unitarian Universalist church. In college, urged by members of my queer bible
study, | joined a UCC congregation, which we affectionately called "gay church."

The community at "gay church" helped me reconcile being trans with being Christian, and | felt like | had come to a
place of being settled in my faith. When it came time to move for graduate school, | knew | wanted to contin-
ue worshiping with this welcoming, joyful, and intellectually curious denomination. | showed up to CUCC in 2020 at an
outdoor version of Jubilee Cafe, where Rev. Leah greeted me, wearing a bedazzled mask she said a drag queen friend
had made for her. | knew that | had found a home here, but | did not know that my faith would need to
grow in new ways.

In my time at CUCC, | learned that | have a progressive, rare disability. This knowledge has challenged me to em-
brace a faith that revels in the unknowable creativity of God, sees the divine in the support of community, and embrac-
es the strangeness and wonder of an incarnated God. | am grateful to all of you here at CUCC for walking with me on
this journey, and | am happy to (finally!) become a member today.

Lynda Morgan Faith Statement

| was raised in a UCC church in Danville, IL, so coming to this church was like returning home to me. Having gone to
the same church for many years, | started to question whether | was going to church because | wanted to go to church
or because it had become expectation. | ventured out on my own and quickly realized how vastly different churches
are. | think of this as my "wandering" experience. While wandering, | became very anxious regarding the the current
political/social climate and needed support. Moreover, the church | was attending had some very conservative views
regarding science and evolution. | was looking at a site on FB and found a UCC minister. | believe he was in Colorado. |
really liked what he had to say. | recalled my old UCC, looked online, and found Community UCC. | was eased and com-
forted by the love and respect for humanity in this church, so just decided to stay.



| recently saw a play called Born with Teeth. The play is about William Shakespeare and Christopher Marlowe's re-
lationship. Christopher Marlowe was an atheist; Shakespeare was a believer. | love what Shakespeare says when he
and Marlowe are bantering over their beliefs. Shakespeare: Then, | believe...that the meaning in our human world is a
lucid mystery, full of light, ungraspable. That there is more in heaven and earth than we can dream of. And that ineffa-
bility gives me a strange comfort. If | can understand God, with my poor understanding, then he cannot be very great. |
need Him to be greater than | can know.

My mother always reminded me that if we lived in the Middle East, we would have a little prayer mat and would
pray three times a day. She told me this to encourage me to respect others' beliefs. She also bought me a little book,
God is Everywhere. As far as my personal belief in God, | believe that he is loving and gracious, so much so that he has
sent us many messengers to draw us near to him and to each other. | love that the UCC refers to a variety of practices
and faiths in its ministry. It is very inclusive, much like God.
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