
 

Community United Church of Christ—CUCC, UCC Campus Ministry—UCC-CM Sunday, December 14, 2025 

 WHAT’S HAPPENING AT CUCC? 

12/14, SUNDAY, CUCC Offices Closed 
9:30--11:30am Confirmation Class 
10:15am Traditional Hybrid Worship, Ad-

vent 3, Reception of New Members 
12:00pm Tour of the National Center for 

Supercomputing Applications with Bill 
Gropp  

7:00pm Longest Night Worship Service 
8:00pm—9:00pm Manhattan AA Group  

(Parlor) 

12/15 MONDAY    
9:00am Articles due for January eCommuni- 

gram 
2:00pm Jubilee Café Prep  
5:00-6:30pm Jubilee Café 
6:30-7:00pm Jubilee Café Clean-up 
7:00-8:00pm Campus Ministry After Hang 

12/16 TUESDAY 
11:30am Cool Young at Heart Kids Monthly 

Lunch Gathering at Silvercreek  
6:30pm CUCC CLB Monthly Meeting 
7:00pm Pub Theology (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00pm-8:30pm Tuesday Night LGBTQ+ AA 

Group (Parlor) 

12/17, WEDNESDAY 
12:00pm Items for Bulletin & weekly email  

due (for 12/21/25) 
4:30pm-6:30pm Community Repack event  
7:00pm Choir Rehearsal 

12/18, THURSDAY 
8:00pm-9:30pm Denver AA Meeting  

(Fellowship Hall) 

12/19, FRIDAY CUCC Offices Closed  

12/20 SATURDAY CUCC Offices Closed 
8:00pm-10:00pm Narcotics Anonymous 

Meeting (Parlor) 

12/21, SUNDAY CUCC Offices Closed 
10:15am Traditional Hybrid Worship, Ad-

vent 4 
11:30am: Special Coffee Hour with Wassail 

and Cookies 

1:00pm: Christmas Caroling to CUCC At  

Home members 
 8:00pm—9:00pm Manhattan AA Group  

(Parlor) 

12/22, MONDAY  
2:00pm Jubilee Café Prep  
5:00-6:30pm Jubilee Café’s 
6:30-7:00pm Jubilee Café Clean-up 
7:00-8:00pm Campus Ministry After Hang 

12/23, TUESDAY  
7:00pm-8:30pm Tuesday Night LGBTQ+ AA 

Group (Parlor) 

PRAYER & AWARENESSES 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 
• We pray for an end to the gun violence across the United States and for healing and 

hope for those families affected. May all our weapons be turned to plowshares.  
• We pray for an end to escalating violence against LGBTQ+ people. 
• We pray for an end to racially charged violence. 

 

Prayer Requests shared in worship Sunday, December 7, 2025 
We pray for: 

• Students as they prepare for the stress and pressures of finals week. 
 

• Mary, Tom Ward’s younger stepsister, whose birthday is today but who was also 
placed in hospice care this week. We pray for peace and comfort for Mary and Bill 

 

• Young Adult Owl group! They keep the adult leaders, Johnalene and others, on their 
toes and are so incredibly insightful. Our church community is stronger because of 
them! 

 

• Jennifer Cromley’s mom, whose cancer scan came back looking good. She’s has a 
few months of treatment to go but she has had few side effects. 

 

• Murphy family member who is struggling with some emotional issues. We ask pray-
ers for our nieces and nephews who are going through a rough time in their home.  
We also ask prayers for Andrea’s dad and his health and that we navigate this new 
journey of autoimmune disease with hope and strength.  

 

• Anna's friend who is in the hospital with a very serious injury from slipping in his 
driveway. Prayers for him and his family with hope that he will regain more move-
ment and the ability to breathe on his own. 

 

• Marie, a Patty and Bill Gropp’s friend, whose cancer surgery is Tuesday. 

Email: info@community-ucc.org to be added 
to the email list to receive the weekly email 
announcements and monthly newsletter. 

CUCC BY THE NUMBERS 

73 Adults, 7 Kids, 5 Zoom Users, 5 Facebook Users for a Total of 90 people/devices partici-
pated in worship on Sunday, 12/07 
84 eat in meals, 6 heat-at-home meals, for a total of 90 meals were served to our Jubilee 
Café guests by 28 volunteers on Monday, 12/08 
5 Folks gathered for Pub Theology, 12/09 
3 AA groups met in our space this week   
1 NA group met in our space this week   

Cool “Young at Heart” Kids Monthly Lunch December 16  

Our December Retiree's "Cool Young at Heart Kids" lunch will be next Tuesday, December 
16th, 11:30 a.m. at Silvercreek Restaurant, 402 North Race Street, Urbana. They have a 
parking lot right next to the restaurant but also have additional parking across the street. 
Here is a link to their menu: Menu — Silvercreek  
     If possible, please let us know by this Sunday, December 14th if you will be joining us 
so that we can give the folks at Silvercreek an update on numbers. Also, if you need a 
ride, please let us know as we are always happy to provide rides.  
      Peg  217-359-0474 -Roger 217-369-0475  

LONGEST NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE TONIGHT AT 7:00PM 

Join us this evening, Sunday, December 14 at 7:00pm for the Longest Night Worship Ser-
vice. This service is a time of worship and reflection during what we are told is “the most 
wonderful time of the year.” In this service, we will light candles and sing some songs ap-
propriate to the season, recognizing that this is not necessarily a season of joy. We will 
invite you to meditate on the pain and anguish you may bring, and to offer your pain to 
the Christ child. This worship service will be in person only, so join us in the Sanctuary. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR CHRISTMAS AT CUCC 

December 14, 7:00pm        Longest Night Worship Service, in-person only 
December 21, 10:15am      Traditional Hybrid Worship, Advent 4 
December 21, 11:30am      Wassail and Cookies (bring a plate of cookies to share 
                                                 during fellowship time and a plate of cookies to share 
                                                 with our At Home Members and Jubilee Café) 
December 21, 1:00pm        Christmas Caroling, meet at Amber Glen (1704   
                                                 Amber Ln, Urbana) 
December 24, 6:30pm        Christmas Eve Worship 

mailto:info@community-ucc.org
https://www.silvercreekrestaurant.com/menu


 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES IN DECEMBER 
CUCC Alternative Christmas Market:   The Alternative Christmas Market is now open through Sunday, December 14th.  We are 
"selling" items needed by several of our local mission partners: https://www.solagratiacsa.com/ ,   The Well Experience, and 
the UP Center. Items will be available at a variety of price points from $5 to $50, so that you can choose something to fit your 
budget. You will be able to make donations for items in honor of family or friends on your Christmas list, filling out a form to show 
your choice of item and the person whom the gift is honoring. Your Mission Team will do the actual shopping so that you don't 
have to.   We hope you can participate as you are able! 
 

UCC Christmas Fund Help Us Go Five for Five! Support our final United Church of Christ offering of the year. The  
Christmas Fund assists active and retired UCC clergy and lay employees in need with emergency grants for  
financial hardships, adds to small annuities, helps with health premiums, and provides holiday “thank you” checks 
to low-income retirees. Please consider donating this December through https://community-ucc.org/ or by  
scanning the QR Code and clicking “donate” or you can give cash in an envelope marked "The Christmas Fund" or with a check to 
Community UCC, writing "The Christmas Fund" on the memo line.    
 

Community Repack, December 17 at Eastern Illinois Foodbank 
Join us for an the Community Repack event on Wednesday, December 17 from 4:30 to 6:30pm for  
ages 8 and up. You must preregister online at  https://www.mobilize.us/eifoodbank/event/872536/ 
     Children need to be with an adult. All need to wear closed toed shoes and no dangly jewelry.  Contact Patty Gropp if you have 
questions at groppretired@gmail.com.  

WINTER PARKING AT CUCC 
Just a reminder that the parking garage next to CUCC, enter on John Street, is an option when the weather is bad and the parking 
lot is not totally clear. 

SPECIAL COFFEE HOUR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Join us for a special Coffee Hour on Sunday, December 21st after church, with Christmas cookies and wassail punch. 
      You are invited to bring cookies to share during this time of fellowship as well as an extra plate of cookies that we can share 
with our “at-home” members. We will have a separate table set up in the parlor for your extra plate of cookies. It will be fun to 
spread a little “sugary” Christmas joy with others and to enjoy the Christmas goodies during coffee hour! Happy Cookie Baking! If 
you have any questions call, text or email Rocio at 217-418-6185 or mailto:dr.jamison13@gmail.com 

CUCC’S CHRISTMAS CAROLING, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Join us for CUCC’S CAROLING TO AT-HOME MEMBERS, Sunday, December 21, from 1:00 to approximately 3:00. We need your 
voices and enthusiasm to bring Christmas cheer to our members who cannot get out to our church's events this holiday sea-
son.  We provide schedules, maps, and music. All you need are your enthusiastic voices and maybe Christmas-themed attire.  We 
will meet at Amber Glen (1704 E Amber Ln, Urbana) at 1:00 pm and go from there to several other residential care facilities in 
Urbana and Savoy.  Carpooling will be available from the church or Amber Glen if needed.  Christmas Cards for those we are vis-
iting will be available in the parlor at church on Sunday the 14th and 21st.  Please stop by and sign whether you'll be caroling or 
not.  If you need a ride or have any questions, please contact me, Marilou Hinrichs (mhmail@comcast.net, 217-637-6107).  It is 
best if carolers can join us for the entire event, but if your schedule only permits a smaller window on the 21st, I can provide the 
itinerary ahead of time so you can join us when able.    

OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND TO SERVE AT JUBILEE CAFÉ 
Jubilee Café invites you to sign-up for one or more of the many openings to serve at Jubilee Café while the UIUC  
Students are away from campus for winter break including Monday, December 15, 22, 29, January 5, 12, 19  
by scanning the QR Code or accessing the Sign-Up Genius at tinyurl.com/mw5zeeky 

LITURGISTS, USHERS, GREETERS 
To sign-up to be a greeter or usher for December and January scan the QR Code or go to the Sign-Up  
Genius at https://tinyurl.com/cuccgul. There is also a paper sign-up in the Parlor. To sign-up to be a liturgist,  
usher, or greeter write your name and check the task you wish to fill on the paper sign-up sheet.  

RAISE RIGHT GIFT CARDS 
To create an account click "Joining" an existing program and then enter Community United Church of Christ's  
enrollment code number: 279D2C266L1L9 to complete the process. If you encounter any problems during your  
enrollment process,  call 1-800-727-4715, option 3 for assistance or contact Jen Robbennolt at  
Jennifer.robbennolt@gmail.com.  

CAMPUS MINISTRY ACTIVITIES 
QUEERING FAITH 9.0, FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 
Join us for a night of exploring and celebrating the intersection of queerness and faith with The Many at  
Queering Faith 9.0! Reserve your spot today at https://tinyurl.com/QF9TicketsforTheMany or by scanning the  
QR Code. 

YOUTH NEWS 
YOUTH OWL CLASSES 
                                      Sunday, January 18       11:30am-3:15pm 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS/WORKSHOPS 
                                      Sunday, January 11       11:30am-1:00pm (for confirmands and sponsors 

SAVE THE DATE 
Wednesday, December 24, 6:30pm: Christmas Eve Worship at CUCC 

Saturday, January 24, 9am-2pm: Leadership Retreat 

Sunday, January 25, 10:15am: Traditional Hybrid Worship followed by the Annual Meeting 

Friday, February 20, 7:00pm: Queering Faith 9.0 with The Many 

https://www.solagratiacsa.com/
https://www.thewellexperience.org/
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