
 

Champaign, Illinois                            Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A March 26, 2023 

Thoughts Before Worship—    
In Hope: A User’s Manual, MaryAnn McKibbon Dana reminds us that Hope is a Practice.  How did you feel about the 
imagery of hope as an orientation, rather than a destination? What role does the placement of our focus play in not 
only our sense of hope, but also who we are? Where do you try to place your focus each day? What does that look 
like?  If you had to write one sentence about what Hope is to you, what would you write?  
 

If you have requests to add to the prayer list (a public document) go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or 
scan the QR code found in the bulletin or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the sanctuary that you may 
fill out and hand to the usher.       
 

Prelude                                                                          Aaron Ames  
                                               
*Call to Worship      
 People of Hope, as we gather for worship on the Way, we come to be blessed, to be changed, trusting that God has a 
word for us.  We set this intention:  

May we orient ourselves with a compass trained on hope and take each day with bite-sized acts of courage, 
protesting numbness and blame.  

May we believe in the possibility for beauty even when life isn’t happy and break free from heavy anchors and fixed 
mindsets, showing generous, gentle grace to everyone who is trying so darn hard.  

May we ask ourselves what’s needed in the three feet around us and show up just as we 
are.   

 
*Invocation    
Together, let us pray: 

Holy One, even in the bumps and brambles, the painful thistles that catch and tear our soul-worn clothing 
with reminders that rip. . . Even while off-roading through winters and darkness and waves. . . You remain 
the Place, our Place— the ground beneath our feet, the compass in our hand, the home we carry with us. 
And we remember today we are never more than a stone’s throw from the pilgrim beside us. When focus 
wavers, we have siblings in the family to tie a lifeline, twist hay, create light, or lift the anchor. Bind us to 
each other as we walk with feet and hands and tired bodies, which are yours, doing the best they can. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn I Want to Be Ready                                                            NCH 616 v 1-4 
 

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons of 
any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition.  May the Divine Presence become real to you through 
this time of worship. We hope you come back!  
 

Note 1: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship 
please do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary. 
Note 2: The congregation responds to the liturgy parts in BOLD 
 
*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit. 
 

 



 

Welcome, a Word About Worship, and an Invitation to Check-In 
 
Introit        Just as I Am                                                                            NCH 207 v 4 

                           
  

Creating a Hope Manifesto 
 
*Passing of the Peace                                                
As we share signs of peace with one another, you are invited to either to stay in your pew and offer a wave or peace 

sign to those around you, or to move from your space and exchange signs of peace with one another. As a church, we 

recognize that some folks may want to refrain from shaking hands.  Respect one another’s lead in this as we pass the 

peace.  Peace be with you!    

 

Anthem Guide My Feet                                                                                                 CUCC Choir 
  
 

Children’s Moment 
 
Call to Prayer                 

Later in worship, we will offer up our joys and concerns. Your prayer requests will be offered aloud.  
Whether you are sitting here in the sanctuary, or worshipping with us remotely, you are invited to add 
your joys and concerns to the prayer list:  go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or scan the 
QR code found here or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the sanctuary that you may fill 
out and hand to the usher.     

 
Prelude to Scripture                     
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now for the meaning it 
might hold for us on this day. 
 
Sacred Reading from the Gospels                                                                           John 11:1-45   
11Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; 
rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Mar-
tha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was. 
  7 Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ 8The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews 
were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 9Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ 11After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ 12The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.’ 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to 
sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may be-
lieve. But let us go to him.’ 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we 
may die with him.’ 
  17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 23Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ 24Martha said to 
him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ 25Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’ 27She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddfoQr6fszsQHZCB-QOEaGPk6DSOOEpvGksH3efYMMZuEUZQ/viewform


 

one coming into the world.’ 
  28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.’ 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, 
saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’ 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, 
come and see.’ 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ 37But some of them said, ‘Could not 
he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus 
said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead for four days.’ 40Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ 44The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let 
him go.’ 
  45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
Postlude to Scripture                       
Together, let us say: 
 May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these 
 words for our lives. 
 
*Hymn    In the Bulb There is a Flower                                                        NCH 433 
 
Message  
 
Silent Meditation 
 
Call to Offering 
The words of Hebrews 10 calls us to generosity this season, “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, 
for God can be trusted to keep God’s promise. Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 
works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another.”  Let what we offer 
encourage one another and be signs of hope for our weary world.  And let the people say, 
  Amen! 
 
Offertory Blessed Assurance                   Xiaoyi Zha 

   
Sharing our Joys and Concerns          
 
Morning Prayer 
 
Prayer Response  Don’t Be Afraid                                                                                        Songbook 10 
 
Commissioning of the Community    
           
*Hymn God’s Eye is on the Sparrow                                                                                           NCH 475 
 
Benediction   
 
Benediction Response    Lovely Needy People                                                                   CUCC Choir 

...There is Mercy Enough, There is Love Enough...                     



 

 Acknowledgements 
Call to Worship, adapted from Hope: A User’s Manual Study Guide, MaryAnn McKibbon Dana  
Anthem, “Guide My Feet,” Arr. John Carter 
Offertory,   
Benediction Response, “Lovely Needy People,” Lyrics by Lenora Rand, Music Gary, Hannah Rand 
 
Worship Licenses 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-73445. All Rights Reserved.  
Reprinted with permission under CCLI License #3154689. All Rights Reserved. 
Video Clips Shown with permission under CVLI License #505418821. All Rights Reserved. 
Streamed with permission under CCLI Steaming License #20117321. All Rights Reserved. 

Postlude                                                                                                                                                                               Aaron Ames 
 

Please join us for a time of Fellowship in the Parlor following worship   
  
 
Sunday, March 19 Hope Manifesto 
• Hoping for something and it comes true.  
• Star Trek. Gene Roddenberry painted a very positive  vision of what the future is and the people who helped make 

that happen made very clear choices about who they cast and how those folks were cast and that vision of a future 
where people at least tried to live together.  

• The film version of Human Comedy about hope in the face of World War II and the value of family, both biological 
and acquired. 

• When you listen to the anthem today, pay close attention to the words. The words were written by Jewish folks 
during the Holocaust hiding from the Nazis. The words say I believe in the sun even when I can't see it shining.   

• In the movie Wall-e the people carry around a little plant and it becomes a promise that new life will come again.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Acknowledgements 
Call to Worship, adapted from Hope: A User’s Manual Study Guide, MaryAnn McKibbon Dana  
Anthem, “Guide My Feet,” Arr. John Carter 
Offertory,  “Blessed Assurance,” Fanny Crosby, Phoebe P. Knapp  
Benediction Response, “Lovely Needy People,” Lyrics by Lenora Rand, Music Gary, Hannah Rand 
 
Worship Licenses 
Reprinted with permission under One License #A-73445. All Rights Reserved.  
Reprinted with permission under CCLI License #3154689. All Rights Reserved. 
Video Clips Shown with permission under CVLI License #505418821. All Rights Reserved. 
Streamed with permission under CCLI Steaming License #20117321. All Rights Reserved. 



 

Community United Church of Christ Staff 
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 Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser  
 leah@community-ucc.org 
    
Director of Youth Ministries:  
 Open 
 
Commissioned Minister of Congregational Health:   
 Linda Morgan | lindamorgan@sbcglobal.net  
 
Faith Community Nurse 
 Johnalene Radek | johnalene.radek@carle.com 
 

Parish Associate: 
 Rev. Connie Bandy | connie@community-ucc.org 
 

Director of Music Ministries: 
 Kathy Lee | music@community-ucc.org 
 
Organist: Aaron Ames, Interim Organist 
 
Office Manager:   
 Carla Rush| info@community-ucc.org 

 

Serving Today 

Ministers: The Community of Community UCC 
Preacher and Presider: Rev. Robert Rasmus 

Liturgist:  Tom Ward 
Usher:  Chase Skye, Grant Robbennolt 

Greeters:   Emma Winnicki-Smith 
Organist: Aaron Ames   Singers: Kathy Lee, CUCC Choir 

Audio/Video:     
 
 

Community United Church of Christ  
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

Phone: (217) 344-5091  |  Website: www.community-ucc.org  |  Email: info@community-ucc.org 

United Church Foundation (UCC Campus Ministry) 

Director of Campus Ministry: Reverend Nate Brantingham | nate@ucccampusministry.org 
www.community-ucc.org/campus-ministry 

Your Ministry Team Leaders 

Moderator: Johnalene Radek*  
Past Moderator: Erin Ewoldt* 
Incoming Moderator: Julie McClure* 
Clerk: Jeff Radek* 
Pastoral Relations Committee: Cara Finnegan 
Personnel Committee: Stephen Kolderup  
Community Building: Peg Wade*   
- Care Team:  Marilou Hinrichs 
 - Prayer Shawls: Elena Kasper 
 - Meal Train: Jennifer Robbennolt   
 - Drivers Ministry: (Open) 
 - Healing Music Ministry: Marilou Hinrichs 
 - Card Ministry: Peg Wade 
 - Visitor’s Ministry: Marilou Hinrichs 
- Health and Wellness Team:  Chelsey Byers  
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- Hospitality Team: Rocio (Ro) Arroyave-Jamison and Dennis 
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Children & Family: Brin Schuler* and Alison Anders  
Finance: Roger Wade* (treasurer), David Willcox (financial sec-
retary) 

Identity: Keri Evans* and Ramona Oswald 
Mission: Jeanne Ward* and Kristy Brownfield 
Sound & Ethical Practices (SEP): Shane Brownfield* and (Open)   
 -Buildings & Grounds: Tom Ward and Matthew  Hart                 
 -Contracts & Insurance: Andrew McClure 

UCC Campus Ministry Liaison: Ilsa Kantola* 

Worship: (Open) and (Open) 

 - Sound Coordinator: Roger Wade 

 

 
*denotes Church Life Board Member 

https://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/

