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Letters from Leah  
Prophets of a Future Not Our Own   by Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero. 
 
It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view. 
The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent enterprise that is God's 
work. 
Nothing we do is complete, which is another way of saying that the Kingdom always lies 
beyond us.  
This is what we are about: 
We plant seeds that one day will grow. 
We water seeds already planted, knowing they hold future promise. 
We lay foundations that will need further development. 
We cannot do everything and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for God's grace 
to enter and do the rest.  
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference between the master builder and 
the worker.  
We are workers, not master builders, ministers not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own. 
Amen. 

 
We're supposed to "write a hope manifesto" or at least that's what author and pastor MaryAnn McKibbon Dana suggests we do 
as we read her book "Hope: A User's Guide" which is what we are doing this Lent.  Curious about this, I looked up the definition of 
manifesto. MMD's choice here is interesting.  Why a manifesto?  Why not a credo or a tenet? Why not write a philosophy of hope 
instead?  So, I looked it up.  
 

man·i·fes·to  /ˌmanəˈfestō/  (noun) 
a public declaration of policy and aims, especially one issued before an election by a political 
party or candidate. 

 
Two things struck me with the definition. Manifestos are, 1. communal, not personal, and 2. active, not passive. MMD wants us 
not just to read her book and think about hope, nor harbor hope in our personal devotions.  She wants us (the plural 'us') to act 
on hope, in hope, and with hope.   
 
Back to Top 
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I’ve long wanted the same thing.  At some point during the prior administration, I began asking, "Where did you see hope today?" 
on my personal Facebook page. So many of the folks I know, including plenty of CUCCers, were daily gutted by what they read in 
the news. And then COVID came. Suddenly, everyone was desperate.  The world as we knew it changed overnight. It seemed like  
asking folks where they saw hope every week was a worthwhile exercise.  Krista Tippett says that hope is like a muscle. And you 
know what happens to muscles when you don't use them regularly? They atrophy. Hope is like that: if we don't use it, we lose it.   
 
Honestly, that's sort of what started to happen when covid was "over".  I stopped asking people where they saw hope and 
floundered a bit myself. I’ve seen other people flounder too.  This new normal is hard. Please trust that you're not the only one 
who thinks so. And if it's not been hard for you, trust that there are many people for whom it is. What does real hope look like in 
the world in which we live? One with continued war (physical and ideological), heightened climate change, perpetual gun 
violence, and constant shifts in what we can expect to happen on any given day.  What does real hope look like in that kind of 
world?  That's what I'd like to know. And I sense many of you want to know the same thing.   
 
What would happen if we recalibrated our working definitions of hope?  And what if we reshaped our lives, our relationships, our 
neighborhoods, our communities thusly? This looks like kin-dom work to me.  That's why we chose this book for Lent and our 
Lenten mission focus as well.  Real hope is being able to see beyond our current moments into the future, with possibility.  I hope 
you’ll read along this season and help us to write a hope manifesto, one we can all use when we look for hope.   
 
 
Blessings,  

 
           
 

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser        
 
 
 
 
    

News from the John Bandy Center  
Sue Osborne, Barbara England and Pastor Connie invite you to join them in Lent on 
their seasonal blog, Spirit on the Prairie (spiritontheprairie.blogspot.com).  Using 
the theme "What Are You Looking For?", we will explore the weekly gospel 
readings from the lectionary by imagining what a character in that particular story 
might have to say about their encounter with Jesus.  Posts will go up on Ash 
Wednesday and each Sunday, with additional posts on Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, and Easter.  You can simply go to the blog, but if you would like to receive a reminder email about new posts, please let 
Pastor Connie know (connie@community-ucc.org). 
  

Let's Beautify the Sanctuary for Easter Lilies and Spring Flowers  
It's time to place your orders for Easter Lilies and spring flowers for the Sanctuary Easter Sunday flower garden. Order forms will 
be in the worship bulletins throughout the month of March. Payment must be included with orders or flowers will not be 
ordered. Please make checks payable to Community United Church of Christ and note on the check that this is for the Easter 
Flowers. Lilies, Hyacinth, Tulip, and Daffodils will be available for purchase once again this year. 
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Lent 2023: Hope, REAL Hope 
Throughout the Lenten season, we’ll focus on the theme, “Hope, REAL Hope,” and read the book 
“Hope: A User’s Manual” by MaryAnne McKibbon Dana. In the introduction, Dana asks a key 
question which will resonate with so many of you, “How do we cultivate hope to face each day, 
even when our efforts don’t bear fruit?” and, “…how do we pursue the work of justice, knowing 
the task is too big for any of us?” She rejects Instagram worthy definitions of hope, 
acknowledging that the world is a complicated place, far more complicated than any pithy saying 
could possibly address.  Instead, Dana lays out for her readers a working definition of what hope 
is (and is not) in a way accessible and practical – we are meant to use hope!  There’s a study 
guide for the book as well.  It has been emailed out to you; we will have paper copies available 
as well.  
 In recommending this book, Pastor Connie saw how the six sections of the book aligned 
with the lectionary for this Lenten cycle.  Here’s what you have to look forward to in Lent: 
 
Lent 2, March 5, SCRIPTURE: John 3:1-17 (Nicodemus Comes to Jesus) 
Chapter 2—What Hope Is:  Hope is what we do… outmatched… enough… accepts and refuses to 
accept… either on or off…holds things loosely… the long view. 
 
Lent 3, March 12, SCRIPTURE: John 4:5-42 (The Samaritan Woman at the Well) 
Chapter 3—Hope Lives in the Body: To Comfort and Care… Right of Repair… The Power of Anger… Shock, Silence, Stillness… It Doesn’t 
Get Easier… Trauma=Pain + Confusion… Low-Power Mode… Hope Enters the Body Through Joy.  
 
Lent 4, March 19, SCRIPTURE: John 9:1-41 (The Man Born Blind) 
Chapter 4—Hope Travels in Story: Something to Live For… Telling the Right Kind of Story… Shifting the Point of View… Proximate 
Purpose… Hopeful Stories Need Tricksters… Rethinking (Happy) Endings 
 
Lent 5, March 26, SCRIPTURE: John 11:1-45 (The Raising of Lazarus) 
Chapter 5—The Practice of Hope: The Practice of Pointing the Compass… The Practice of Ten Things… The Practice of Finding What’s 
Stable… The Practice of Surviving the Winter… The Practice of Going Back to Basics… The Practice of Doing It Yourself… The Practice 
of Writing Fiction… The Practice of Pulling Up the Anchor 
 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week, Easter, and the Sunday following Easter will draw on Chapter 6 
 

 

Raise Right Tips 

       
Tip #2:   

One way to effectively use Raise Right is to focus on big purchases.  When the purchase is large, the dollars 
returned to CUCC can be substantial.  American Airlines offers a 6% rebate to the church.  So, imagine a $700 
plane ticket.  At 6%, that one ticket returns $42 to CUCC.  American Airlines eGift cards come in $500 and 
$100 increments, and you can use up to 8 eGift cards in a single transaction on the American website. Once 
you have purchased your eGift cards and they are in your Raise Right wallet, simply enter the eGift card and 
PIN numbers on the American website when it comes time to pay.  If you have a remaining balance for the 
ticket (say, you’ve used $700 of Raise Right for a $735 ticket), you can pay that balance with your credit 
card.  If you have more Raise Right than you need (say, you bought $800 of Raise Right for that $735 ticket), 
the remainder will stay in your Raise Right wallet.  Be sure to update the balance remaining so that you can keep track and don’t forget to use 
it on your next ticket! 
 
Back to Top 
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            Raise Right testimonial from Ilsa Kantola: “I'm a big fan of the eGift option with Raise Right--I used it to 

shop for the Queering Faith Brunch!  I hopped on the Raise Right website, set up my account, and purchased an 

eGift for myself from Gordon Food Service the morning of my shopping trip (and while I was on the site, I bought 

a gift certificate that was emailed to my sister for her birthday.  You can schedule delivery for a specific 

date.  Never miss a holiday!)  The virtual card appeared in my app within 5 minutes.  I did my shopping, the clerk 

scanned the barcode on my phone screen, and a receipt popped out of the cash register.  Now that my account is 

set up, I could theoretically buy an eGift to a store or restaurant only minutes before I shop.  Setting up the 

account is the biggest hurdle, it's easy sailing from there.” 

     For help with sign up or questions, contact Jen Robbennolt (jennifer.robbennolt@gmail.com). 

 *Raise Right is an easy way to raise money for CUCC because CUCC gets a percentage from each card purchased. Start a new 
habit of buying and using /Raise Right for your purchases in 2023.  
 
 

 

Middle Ages: Spring Fling 
Middle Agers, mark your calendars and save the date for our Spring 
potluck, Friday, April 21.  Location, TBA.  If you are interested in 

hosting, let Pastor Leah know.        

 

Jubilee Café Requests for Help 
During Lent, the CUCC Mission Team has designated Sola Gratia Farm and Jubilee Café as the recipients of the Lenten Mission 
Project, with donations being shared across the two groups.  Jubilee Café is very grateful to be identified for this year’s Lenten 
Mission Project. 
 
Jubilee Café has several community partners who donate needed items and food to us without cost.  However, there are many 
items used by Jubilee Café that require purchase.  The Lenten Mission Project donations will help us have the funds to acquire 
these needed times.  Here are some examples of what we purchase on a regular basis: Coffee and lemonade, various sizes of 
Ziploc bags for food storage, To-Go containers for Heat at Home meals, various kinds of protein for our meals (meat, tofu, etc.), 
and certain food times to complete a meal that are not available from our community partners (produce in winter, pasta/bread, 
dairy items, etc.). If you would like to donate to the Lenten Mission Project, go to https://community-ucc.org, click Donate and 
select Lenten Mission Project. 
 
Jubilee Café continues to serve our meal each Monday evening.  We appreciate our volunteers who help us do all required to 
make Jubilee Café a success. We are fortunate to have many University of Illinois student volunteers, either on their own or 
through campus organizations or our partnership with several UI courses.   
 
Right now, there are a few specific volunteer needs at Jubilee Café. 
 
First, we need 2-3 people to help pick up food at the foodbank each Monday morning.  The hours are usually 8-9 
am on Monday.  If you have time to help pick up food on the occasional Monday, please contact Johnell at 
Johnell.bentz@gmail.com or 217-840-6483 

 
Second, we need someone to write thank you notes to donors about once a month.  This task 
takes about 1 hour. If you have time to write thank you notes once a month, please contact Johnell at 
Johnell.bentz@gmail.com or 217-840-6483 
 

 
Thank you, 
Johnell Bentz 
Back to Top  
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Jubilee Café 
Jubilee Café has returned to in person dining, and this requires many additional volunteers to make Jubilee Café fun smoothly. If 
you would be willing to volunteer, anyone older than 18 is welcome to come and help at Jubilee Café. There are still many open 
slots on many of the Monday nights volunteer list. Please look at the list and consider volunteering. If you are willing to volunteer, 
the sign up link is here  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849a9a62da5f58-volunteer  Questions, contact Johnell at 
johnell.bentz@gmail.com, for more information. ~Johnell Bentz 
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  Date Hot Meals & Heat at Home 

2/6/2023 96 

2/13/2023 84 

2/20/2023 96 

2/27/2023 91 

Meals Served 367 

Jubilee Café Needs Volunteers Every Monday  
Jubilee Cafe returned to in person dining on 
November 14.  We are very excited to welcome our 
guests back inside on Monday nights. Many volunteers 
are needed to make this work including: 
Dining Room Prep (2) 
Greeter (2) 
Host 
Monitor Beverages (2) 
Plate Food (4) 
Serve (6) 
Dishwasher/Clear Table (3) 
Clean-up Manager 
Clean-up (4) 
Fill Pantry Orders (2) 
 
Questions: contact Johnell Bentz, 
johnell.bentz@gmail.com  
 
Sign up 
link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849a9a62d
a5f58-volunteer 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 20, 2023 -- Tonight at Jubilee Cafe CUCC we 
served 85 macaroni and cheese meals with a side of 
sauteed veggies, plus 11 heat at home meals. For 
dessert we offered apple pie, rainbow cake, and white 
cake with glazed strawberries.  
There was a theme that ran through this evening's 
conversations. It didn't matter if I was talking with one 
of our graduate students or one of our guests without a 
permanent address, this came up every conversation: 
everyone needs help and some folks need more help 
than others. We all need more help at some point in 
our lives or throughout our lives. We have more in 
common than not, in this respect especially.  
So be kind. Help if you can. Be compassionate. And if 
you are a follower of Jesus, figure our how you can 
serve, heal, and liberate people in real, tangible ways. 
That's what we're called to do. Some folks will tell you 
that as followers of Christ we're called to make more 
Christians. I just don't think that's true. We're called to 
love. 
#fromtheground  
Community UCC, Champaign, IL 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849a9a62da5f58-volunteer
mailto:johnell.bentz@gmail.com
mailto:johnell.bentz@gmail.com
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050849a9a62da5f58-volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/jubileecafecucc?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUXishZwwk_JJ3moupKV23sgS960rs_7c2vON2FHC76rSXuj8zWByb46eGUwcp06-PsNmNGABo1XcDQwhvfZe7WMLsOByXSHz0vZSejxNyeCy1bkiSMDTP_6l-tp3GzStaGA-01um8w13U2EC-nfbUdpFQjknhvdczROtJuY1HFlFcH9k6n85sOTMKulmWLkfqHfnO7pT6gSNgzcyUajgQK&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fromtheground?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUXishZwwk_JJ3moupKV23sgS960rs_7c2vON2FHC76rSXuj8zWByb46eGUwcp06-PsNmNGABo1XcDQwhvfZe7WMLsOByXSHz0vZSejxNyeCy1bkiSMDTP_6l-tp3GzStaGA-01um8w13U2EC-nfbUdpFQjknhvdczROtJuY1HFlFcH9k6n85sOTMKulmWLkfqHfnO7pT6gSNgzcyUajgQK&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/communityucc?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUXishZwwk_JJ3moupKV23sgS960rs_7c2vON2FHC76rSXuj8zWByb46eGUwcp06-PsNmNGABo1XcDQwhvfZe7WMLsOByXSHz0vZSejxNyeCy1bkiSMDTP_6l-tp3GzStaGA-01um8w13U2EC-nfbUdpFQjknhvdczROtJuY1HFlFcH9k6n85sOTMKulmWLkfqHfnO7pT6gSNgzcyUajgQK&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
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Upcoming One-Time Events 
Mark your calendars for these CUCC events! 
Wednesday, March 1 – Friday, March 31 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, March 2, 7:00am: Men’s Breakfast at Urbana Garden Restaurant 

Sunday, March 5, 11:30am-3:15pm: OWL Class 

Saturday, March 18, 3:00pm - 4:30pm: International Hospitality Committee Meeting in Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, March 21, 11:30pm: CUCC Retiree’s Monthly Lunch Gathering   

Tuesday, March 21, 6:30pm: CUCC Church Life Board Meeting 

Saturday, March 25, 2:00pm: Individuals Together Escape Room Adventure 

Monday, March 27, 9:00am: Articles for April eCommunigram due 

Tuesday, March 28, 6:00-10:00pm: Penny Dreadful Players in Sanctuary 

 Wednesday, March 30, 6:00-10:00pm: Penny Dreadful Players in Sanctuary 

Friday, March 31, 6:00-10:00pm: Penny Dreadful Players in Sanctuary presenting Murder in the Knife Room  

Saturday, April 1, 6:00-10:00pm: Penny Dreadful Players in Sanctuary presenting Murder in the Knife Room 

 
 
  

Be sure to check the CUCC Facebook page for updates.  
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Mission Ministry  
 
Lent Mission Project 
 
We are working to help local community organizations with this year’s Lent project. In the spirit of bringing hope, real hope, to 
the area, we are raising funds to help Sola Gratia Farms and our own Jubilee Cafe. Our fundraising goal is $6,000, which will be 
split evenly.  

 
Sola Gratia is committed to building a community of cooperation and care. They work 
to expand access and demand for fresh, healthy food in Champaign-Urbana and to 
share sustainable food production and preparation skills. Their work particularly aims 
to supply low-income community members with skills, resources, and support. You can 
learn more here: https://www.solagratiacsa.com/.  
 
For Sola Gratia, our funds will target a trailer to move produce to the farm fields at the 
new site and to the wash/pack facility at the current site. It is refrigerated and would 
allow them to maintain freshness and reduce trips between the two sites.  

 
Jubilee Cafe offers freshly cooked, made from scratch meals and non-perishable pantry items to college students and community 
members who struggle with food insecurity. They provide takeaway meals on Mondays from 5 to 6:30 pm.  
 
For Jubilee Cafe, our funds are going toward a countertop blast chiller with probes. This 
would allow Jubilee to prepare entire weekly meals ahead and be in compliance with 
CUPHD (Champaign) code. It can help them utilize free food banks and produce 
surpluses. This blast chiller could help freeze meals for members receiving meal train 
meals, as well as guests at Jubilee. You can learn more here: https://community-
ucc.org/jubilee-cafe/.   
 
As Lent goes on, we will have Mission moments during worship for you to learn more 
about the campaign, as well as hear about the impact both groups have on both our local 
community, as well as other places.  
 
 
 
Your Mission Ministry Team Leaders, 
Kristy Brownfield and Jeanne Ward 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back to Top 
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Thank You Note from Trauma & Resilience Initiative 
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Men’s Breakfast 
The Men of CUCC meet the first Thursday of each month for breakfast. Join us at 7:00am on March 
2 for breakfast if you feel comfortable venturing out to eat. We'd love to see you in person at 
Urbana Family Garden.  Anyone who identifies as a man is welcome. 
 
~Tom Ward 
Urbana, IL 
wardt508@comcast.net 

 
                    

CUCC Retired “Cool Kids” Monthly Lunch Group   
This group gathers on the third Tuesday of each month for lunch, fellowship, and fun. Contact Peg or 
Roger Wade if you would like to be added to their mailing list. 
 
Retiree's "Cool Kids" Next Monthly Lunch  
The next Retiree's Lunch is scheduled for Tuesday, March 21st, 11:30 a.m. Stay tuned for more info, 
we are trying to work out details for a carpool road trip to a restaurant in St. Joe, then possibly to 
Brian Duffield's Antique Store there.  
- Roger & Peg   

 

Individuals Together 
 

Individuals Together is CUCC's social group for persons who live alone, for any reason, either part-time or 
full-time.   
 
March 25 at 2:00PM Individuals Together will meet for an Escape Room adventure. Details to be announced. 
 
 
 

 

Worship Ministry 
Liturgy is defined as the work of the people, the community gathered for worship. This is one of the 
reasons Liturgists, Greeters, Ushers, the Choir, and others participate in the leadership of worship. 
Worship is not just the pastor's role. Many voices add richness to the worship experience for all. 
 The Sign-up Genius links are now open for March and April as well as the paper sign-up sheets are 
in the Parlor if you prefer, for Liturgists and Ushers. Please consider signing up for one or both of these 
roles (on different Sundays, of course).  
 You will receive an email the week you are scheduled to serve will information about your role in 

worship. If you have additional questions please feel free to call the office.  
 
Liturgist:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-liturgist8#/  
 
The liturgist leads portions of the worship service including reading the scripture lesson. All information is sent ahead of time so 
there is time to practice before the worship service.  
 
Usher:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-usher7#/ 
 
The usher welcomes folks into the sanctuary and hands them a bulletin for the service. They also pass the offering plate at offering 
time, count and record the physical number of people attending the worship service. Directions are provided in a weekly email.  
 
Back to Top 
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A note from your Music Director 
The Lenten and Holy week season is an opportunity for some beautiful music 
making.  We've adjusted our usual choir schedule to accommodate those away for 
Spring Break, so if you'd like to join choir in this season, please see the below 
schedule: 
 
Sun. 3/5: Service - Choir sings 
Wed. 3/8: Rehearsal 7PM 
Sun. 3/12: Service with soloist - no choir! 
Wed. 3/15: NO rehearsal (Spring break) 
Sun. 3/19: Service - Choir sings 
Wed. 3/22: Rehearsal 7PM 
Sun. 3/26: Service - Choir sings 
Wed. 3/29: Rehearsal 7PM 
Sun. 4/2: Palm Sunday - Choir sings 
Wed. 4/5: Rehearsal 7PM 
Fri. 4/7: Good Friday evening service, Choir sings 
Sun. 4/9: Easter!! - Choir SINGS! 
 
Feel free to contact me if you are interested in choir and have questions.  
Kathy Lee 
music@community-ucc.org, 203-605-3830 

 

 

 

 

 

OWL Schedule  
6th-10th grade, 2022-23 

Date/Time/Location Chapters 

March 5, 11:30-3:15 
(lunch until noon) 

21: Unintended Pregnancy Options 

22: Contraception and Safer Sex 

April 2, 11:30-3:15 
(lunch until noon) 

23: Sexual Decision Making 

24: Communicating with a Sexual Partner 

April 16, 11:30-3:15 
(lunch until noon) 

Make up day (if needed) 

May 7, 11:30-3:15 
(lunch until noon) 

25: Self-care, Celebration, and Closure 

May 21, 11:30-3:15 
(lunch until noon) 

Make up day (if needed) 
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UCC GMP Search Committee 
makes historic choice, 
recommends Karen Georgia 
Thompson as next Leader 

by Emma Brewer-Wallin | published on Feb 
27, 2023 
 
After a year-long search, the United Church 
of Christ Board’s Search Committee for 
General Minister and President has made a 
historic choice. The committee will be 
recommending Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia 
Thompson to the UCCB this week as nominee for General Minister and President. If elected, she would be the first woman, and the 
first woman of African descent, to lead the denomination. Below is the letter to the wider church from Search Committee Chair, 
the Rev. Emma Brewer-Wallin. 
 
To all who love the United Church of Christ: 
I am delighted to share that the Search Committee’s recommendation for General Minister and President is Rev. Dr. Karen 
Georgia Thompson. The committee was impressed by Rev. Thompson’s pastoral presence and theological depth; bold vision for a 
decolonized Christianity and the United Church of Christ as a home for people with multiple religious belonging; dedication to 
collaborative leadership and bridge-building; and skill as a manager and administrator. Rev. Thompson is Jamaican and 
immigrated to the United States as a teenager with her parents. Her identities as Jamaican, an immigrant, and part of the African 
diaspora are central to her sense of self and approach to ministry.  
 The Search Committee for the General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ was established by the UCC 
Board of Directors in March 2022. An executive search firm — Isaacson, Miller (IM) — was retained to support the work of the 
Search Committee and facilitate a comprehensive search process. The IM team, along with members of the GMP Search 
Committee, conducted 14 listening sessions in one-on-one, small group, and town hall formats to receive insights and 
recommendations from a broad cross-section of church members and leaders. Informed by the listening sessions, the GMP 
Search Committee published a detailed position profile that outlined the key opportunities and challenges as well as qualities and 
characteristics for the next GMP. The position profile served as the primary framework for the screening and assessment of 
candidates at each stage of the interview and selection process.    
 During the course of the GMP search, the Search Committee and/or our search firm partners actively engaged with 34 
individuals who were nominated, expressed interest, or formally applied to be considered as a candidate. From that larger pool, 
the GMP Search Committee identified six individuals who were most qualified and aligned with the key opportunities and 
challenges, and qualifications and characteristics, outlined in the published position profile. While we are prevented by privacy 
considerations from releasing detailed demographic information about the pool of GMP candidates, we feel it is important to 
note that women and people of color were overwhelmingly represented in the field of qualified candidates. Following several 
stages of review of written candidate materials, video and in-person interviews, presentations by the candidates, detailed 
referencing on the finalist candidates, and a sustained process of deliberation and discernment by the GMP Search Committee, 
Karen Georgia Thompson emerged as the GMP Search Committee’s recommendation to the UCCB for nomination as General 
Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. 
 Rev. Thompson currently serves as Associate General Minister for Wider Church Ministries and Co-Executive for Global 
Ministries. She has served in the National Setting of the United Church of Christ since 2009, previously as Minister for Racial 
Justice and Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations. Prior to joining National Setting staff, Rev. Thompson served on staff 
of the Florida Conference, as a church planter in Florida, and in family ministries in New York. Rev. Thompson is a highly skilled 
leader with experience in multiple settings of the United Church of Christ and ecumenically. She holds a Doctor of Ministry, with a 
dissertation in religious multiplicity among African Caribbean people, from Seattle University, a Master of Divinity from Union 
Theological Seminary, and a Master of Public Administration from North Carolina Central University.  
 This recommendation comes from the Search Committee and goes to the United Church of Christ Board, who will hold 
the next phase of discernment and deliberation during their meeting March 3-5. An affirmative vote from the UCCB would mean 
Rev. Thompson is nominated to General Synod, the third and final body to discern and vote on her call to serve as General 

https://www.ucc.org/byline/emma-brewer-wallin/
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Minister and President. If elected, Rev. Thompson would be the first woman, and the first woman of African descent, to serve as 
General Minister and President.  
The role of General Minister and President is considerable in its breadth, and the Search Committee is confident in Rev. 
Thompson’s capacity to serve. We found that she particularly shines in the following areas, and I invite you to read more about 
her experience in Pastoral Presence and Theological Depth, Bold Vision, Collaborative Leadership and Bridge-Building, Manager 
and Administrator at UCC GMP Search Committee makes historic choice, recommends Karen Georgia Thompson as next leader - 
United Church of Christ  

Faithfully, 
Rev. Emma Brewer-Wallin  
Chair, General Minister and President Search Committee 

 
Back to Top 
 

 
 

 
  

https://www.ucc.org/ucc-gmp-search-committee-makes-historic-choice-recommends-karen-georgia-thompson-as-next-leader/
https://www.ucc.org/ucc-gmp-search-committee-makes-historic-choice-recommends-karen-georgia-thompson-as-next-leader/
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 Volunteer Opportunities at CUCC 

 CUCC Team Opportunity Contact Contact Info Online Sign-Up 
Worship Team Technical Help Office Manager infor@community-ucc.org  

Worship Team Liturgist Office Manager   infor@community-ucc.org https://www.signupgenius.co
m/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-

liturgist8#/   
Worship Team Usher Office Manager   infor@community-ucc.org https://www.signupgenius.co

m/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-
usher7#/ 

 
 
 
 
Worship Team 

 
 
Hymn Leaders & 
Other Music for 
Worship  

 
 
 
Music Director 

 
 
 
music@community-ucc.org 

https://docs.google.com/spre
adsheets/d/1VRO-
hpyuH5Exip52Jzr4JxOXsUJe1
HZxzhefK7nIass/edit?usp=sha
ring 

 
Prayer Team 

 
Team Member 

 
Office Manager 

 
Info@community-ucc.org 

 

 
 
Children’s Ministry 

 
Event 
Planner/Leader 

 
 
Brin Schuler 

 
 

mailto: ringwen4@gmail.com 
 

 

 
Jubilee Café 

Meal Prep, Cook, 
Clean-up 

 
Johnell Bentz 

 
johnell.bentz@gmail.com 

https://tinyurl.com/JubileeCa
fe-Volunteer 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC 
Event Day  Time Meeting ID Passcode Join Zoom Meeting Dial by Your 

Location 

Worship Sun 10:15AM 391 847 803 788969 https://zoom.us/j/391847803?pwd=Z
mNvaHJYZm1uUUQrdTNBd2NRZThDZz
09 

+1 312 626 6799  
US (Chicago) 

Daytime Meeting Any  Anytime 815 146 054 
 

697698 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81514605
4?pwd=UmMwdW01ZFBmV0hpZmxrR
WNIUmhwdz09 

+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 
 

Youth Group 
(6th -12th grade) 

Sun 1:30PM 402 056 418 578953 
 

https://zoom.us/j/402056418?pwd=Sk
lXaFBUMlBZQ0lvNTFUNVhWeVF0QT0
9 

+1 312 626 6799  
US (Chicago) 

Evening Worship & Other 
Gatherings 

Any 6:30PM 847 5319 
7334 

675757 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84753197
334?pwd=ZENQVDNjY0RQMWxNVXRj
d2w3WDFVZz09 

+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 
 

Choir Wed 7:00PM 326 389 912 854849 https://zoom.us/j/326389912?pwd=ZE
xZVWZqRkI4dFRvZEgrckVmQkY2Zz09 

+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact CUCC: 
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 3pm 
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