
 

Thoughts Before Worship:         

Today is the Second Sunday of Advent and we travel to join John in the wilderness and hear the call to prepare the way 

of the Lord.  In what ways are you preparing for and being prepared for Christ’s coming in the child born in Bethlehem?    

If you have requests to add to the prayer list (a public document), go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google Form), or 

scan the QR code found in the bulletin or there are prayer cards on the table at the back of the sanctuary that you may 

fill out and hand to the usher.   

 

I Will Light Candles This Christmas  
I will light Candles this Christmas, 

Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 

Candles of love to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all year long. (Howard Thurman) 

 

Gathering Music                                                                               Aaron Ames 

 
Prelude Emmanuel                                                                Aaron Ames 

Bob McGee, arr. Fred Bock 
CCLI Song #12949, CCLI License #3154689 

  
       

                         

Welcome                                                                                            Rev. Bill Lawser
  
                         
Call to Worship                                                                                                                            
Randy Ewoldt 

In this season of waiting, our God comes.  

Come suddenly, Holy God, into our slow expectations  

and fill us with your urgent hopes for justice.  

In this holy season of delight and wonder, our Savior comes.  

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes persons 
of any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition.  May the Divine Presence become real to you through 
this time of worship. We hope you come back!  
 

Note: Our worship services are live streamed. If you prefer not to have the back of your head seen on the live stream worship 
please do not sit in the first seven pews on the left side (organ/piano) of the sanctuary. 
 

Note 2: The congregation responds/sings the liturgy parts in BOLD 
 

*Everyone is invited to stand in body or in spirit. 
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Come suddenly, Companion of the poor,  

 and challenge us to share in the gospel of welcome for all.  

In these days of remembering what our lives are to be, our Spirit comes.  

Come suddenly, Preparer of the way, to take us by the hand  

 to walk with our sisters and brothers down the path to service.  
 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath                                                                                             Campus Ministry Students 
The Candle of Peace 
I light two candles this week 
to illuminate peace. 
 
For as God lights both gentle dawn 
and a slash of lightning strike, 
we affirm all the ways we seek peace – 
 
kind persuasion with eye contact, 
and a justice march with big signs, 
a silent vigil of prayer and fasting, 
and the gift of food, toys, or dignity 
for the most vulnerable, 
our quiet visits to therapist or recovery group, 
and loud demands to change gun laws. 
 
  We light two candles so we will listen 
  to the angel mandate of ‘Peace on Earth.’ 
 
For ordinary, available, gentle and brave, 
are the hope and peace of Advent. 
( by Maren Tirabassi) 
 

Opening Song                                 There’s A Voice in the Wilderness                                                       NCH 120 
               J. Lewis Milligan, H. Huge Bancroft 

One License Song #88108, One License #A-734456 

 

Call to Reconciliation                                                                             Randy Ewoldt 

We may appear pure and blameless to others, but we know the mistakes we have  

made with our words, our thoughts, and our actions.  But God promises not only  

to save us from our enemies, sin and death, but from ourselves as well.  Join me  

as we offer our confessing words to the One who will make us new once more.  
 

Prayer for Forgiveness                                                              Randy Ewoldt 

   You witness the sorts of lives we lead, Approaching God.  Asked to share the  

gospel of hope, we place it on our to-do list instead.  Given the chance to cry  

out for justice for others, we fall strangely silent.  Invited to pray with joy  

in every moment, we prefer to grumble about every insignificant thing in our  

lives.  

   Have mercy on us, God of grace, and prepare our hearts for Your forgiveness  

to have its way in them.  Fill us with Your hope so we might lighten the shadows  

of others.  Help us to join the choirs of children in singing of Your joy.   

Transform us with that tender mercy who is our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  



 

 Assurance of Pardon                                                                Randy Ewoldt 

God is our witness.  We have spoken of our lives and been forgiven of every  

mistake we have made, every hurt we have caused.  

We are held in God’s heart, not only on this day, but all the days of our  

lives.  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven!  Amen.  
 
  
Children’s Moment                                                                 Rev. Bill Lawser 
 
*Passing of the Peace                                                                                                            Rev. Bill Lawser 
Today, you are invited to remain in your space, turn and greet those around you, make eye contact across the room 
and flash a peace sign, or say “Peace” in the comments on the Facebook Live broadcast.   
 

  
Prelude to Scripture                                                                                                                    Randy Ewoldt 
Whether we take what is written as fact metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now to the meaning these words might 
hold for us on this day. 
 

Sacred reading from the Gospels                                                             Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was rul-

er of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during 

the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He 

went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is 

written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 

   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 

   and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’  

 

Postlude to Scripture                                                                Randy Ewoldt 
We conclude this sacred reading with this prayer: May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the 
meaning of these words for our lives.  
 

Call to Prayer                                                                                                                         Randy Ewoldt 
After the sermon, we will prayer together and offer up our joys and concerns.  Your prayer requests will 
be offered aloud.  Whether you are sitting here in the sanctuary, or worshipping with us remotely, you 
are invited to add your joys and concerns to the prayer list: go to community-ucc.org/pray (a Google 
Form), or scan the QR code found here.   
 

Anthem  The First Nowell                                                               CUCC Choir 
Arr: David Willcocks 

CCLI Song #7123432, CCLI License #3154689   

The first “Nowell” the angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

https://tinyurl.com/4rm3am9s


 

Refrain 
Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 

Born in a manger, Emmanuel. 
 

They looked above and saw a star 
Shining in the east, beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night.  (Refrain) 
 

Refrain 
Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! Nowell! 

Born in a manger, Emmanuel. 
 

And by the light of that same star 
Three sages came from country far; 
To seek for a King was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain) 
 

Then let us all with one accord  
sing praises to our heavenly Lord,  

that hath made heaven and earth of naught,  
And with his love humankind hath sought. (Refrain) 

 
Message Wilderness Preparation                                                  Rev. Bill Lawser 
   
 
Silent Meditation  
 

Ringing of the Singing Bowl                                                                                                       Rev. Bill Lawser 
 

Call to Offering                                                                                                                          Randy Ewoldt 
We come in this holy season with the simple gift of life itself.  God invites us to share from the abundance of our lives, 
so others might be filled with life, with hope, with love, and with grace.  These gifts we offer to God so they may be 
used to share the gospel of wholeness and welcome for all.  To give to the ministry and mission of Community UCC, 
please visit www.community-ucc.org and click donate.  If you are worshipping here in the sanctuary, you may also 
place offerings in the offering plates as you leave the sanctuary. May God bless the gifts and the givers. 
 

Joys and Concerns                                                                                  Kathy Lee 
 
Communion Hymn   Now Bless the God of Israel                                                                           NCH 110 

Ruth Duck, Harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams  
One License Song#03343, One License #A-734456 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
Invitation 

 
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
May the God of every mercy be with you.  

May you be filled with the tenderness of our God.  
Lift up your hearts to the One who looks with grace upon us.  

Confident of God’s love, we open our hearts to the One who comes to us.  
Sing glad songs of praise in this moment.  

We join our sisters and brothers in joyful thanksgiving.  

http://www.community-ucc.org


 

  
Chaos could not endure the day  
of creation’s coming, Ingenuous God,  
and so gave way to Your gifts… 

 
…With those who long for hope,  
with those who cry out for justice,  
we lift our joy to You:  

  

Holy, holy, holy are You, Melter of our frozen hearts.  

All creation waits for Your Advent once again.  

Hosanna in the highest!  

  

Blessed is the Dawn from on high.  

Hosanna in the highest!  

  

You alone are holy, God of our hopes,  

and Jesus is Your glory made flesh… 

 

…As we draw ever closer to Bethlehem,  

as we prepare to journey with Jesus from birth to new life,  

we declare that mystery we know as faith:  

  

Christ died, preparing the way for salvation;  
Christ was raised through the baptism of the resurrection;  
Christ will come, Dawn from on high of every time and place.  

 
As Your people gather at Your Table,  
pour out Your Spirit on us  
and on these gifts of joy and wonder… 
 

Institution 

 

Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Commissioning of the Community                                                                             Rev. Bill Lawser 
 
Congregational Voices  
Raised in Song   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                        NCH 116 V 1, 6, 7    
 

Benediction                                                                                                    Rev. Bill Lawser 
 

Postlude   The Light of the World is Jesus                                Aaron Ames 
Phillip P. Bliss, arr. Mark Hayes 

© 1988 GlorySound 

 
Worship Licenses 
Words for Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-734456. All rights reserved. (4/22) 
Words for Hymns reprinted with permission under CCLI Music Copyright License #3154689. All rights reserved (10/22) 
Words for Convergence Songs reprinted with permission under Convergence Music Project License #100003253 (10/22) 
ASCAP, BMI, and SESAC musical compositions performed under permission CCS PERFORMmusic License #13830 (6/22) 
Video clips shown with permission under CVLI License #504369210 (12/22) 



 

 

If you are a regular pledger and have not made your pledge yet this year, please do so by 
December 9. If you are a regular giver, please help CUCC plan for the coming year by turn-
ing your gift into a 
pledge. The online pledge form can be found at: community-ucc.org. You can also mail the 
pledge card that you received in your stewardship packet to the church office, “Attention: 
Financial Secretary.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, DECEMBER 11th from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. (in the church parlor) 
 

Bring 2 plates of cookies – one for your cookie exchange, and one which we  
will divide and share with others (our CUCC members who live alone and   
our Jubilee Café guests) to spread a little “sugary” Christmas joy. 
 

• We will have several tables set up in the church parlor  
• You will need to wear masks and you will not be allowed to eat any cookies inside. 
• We ask that you bring your Christmas cookies (bring 2 plates of cookies - a dozen or 2 dozen – whatever 

you like for the cookie exchange then plan to take that many cookies home with you and leave a plate of 
cookies to share with others – see above) to the church parlor.  

• We will provide plastic gloves and plates.  
• You can choose the cookies you wish to take home (using tongs provided).  
• If you would rather, you can either bring your cookies to the church office on Thursday, December 

9th between 9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  
• OR from 1:00 p.m. or after on Saturday, December 11th to the parlor of the church. 

http://community-ucc.org


 

Sunday, December 12, 6:30 pm  
Join us on Sunday, December 12, 2021, at 6:30pm for a time of 
worship and reflection during what we are told is “the most 
wonderful time of the year. “  
 
We will light candles and sing some songs appropriate to the 
season, recognizing that this is not necessarily a season of joy. 
We will invite you to meditate on the pain and anguish you may 
bring, and to offer your pain to the Christ child. Join us in person 
in the sanctuary for this service and stay tuned for news about 
the service being streamed on Facebook Live. If the service is 
streamed on Facebook, the video may be loss due to the low 

lighting and candlelight at times leaving just the audio portion of the service.  
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve Worship 
Friday, December 24, 6:30 pm  
We will gather in the Sanctuary for our traditional Christmas Eve worship service on Friday, December 24, 2021, at 
6:30pm. Stay tuned for news about the service being streamed on Facebook Live and Zoom. If the service is streamed 
on Facebook and Zoom, the video may be loss due to the low lighting and candlelight at times leaving just the audio 
portion of the service.  
We hope you join us in person as the choir is preparing a special anthem and of course the congregation will be sing-
ing Silent Night to end the worship service with lit candles. It should be a beautiful and meaning filled worship service 
that we all missed so much in 2020.  



 

Community United Church of Christ Staff 

Pastor: 
 Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser  
 leah@community-ucc.org, Sabbatical - 1/3/2022 
    
Guest Sabbatical Pastor 
 Rev. Bill Lawser 
 pastor@community-ucc.org 
 
Director of Youth Ministries:  
 Jessica Smiley | jessica@community-ucc.org 
 
Commissioned Minister of Congregational Health:   
 Linda Morgan | lindamorgan@sbcglobal.net  
Faith Community Nurse 
 Johnalene Radek | johnalene.radek@carle.com 
 

Parish Associate: 
 Rev. Connie Bandy | connie@community-ucc.org 
 

Director of Music Ministries: 
 Kathy Lee | music@community-ucc.org 
 
Organist: Aaron Ames, Interim Organist 
 
Office Manager:   
 Carla Rush| info@community-ucc.org 

 

Ministers: The Community of Community UCC 
Preaching & Presiding: Rev. Bill Lawser  

Liturgist:   Randy Ewoldt 
Ushers:   Campus Ministry Students 
Greeter:   Campus Ministry Students 

Organist: Aaron Ames      Singers: Kathy Lee, CUCC Choir  
Audio/Video:  David Gerstenecker, John Osborne, Sean Walker, and David Willcox    

 

Community United Church of Christ  
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, Illinois, 61820 

Phone: (217) 344-5091  |  Website: www.community-ucc.org  |  Email: info@community-ucc.org 

United Church Foundation (UCC Campus Ministry) 

Director of Campus Ministry: Reverend Nate Brantingham | nate@ucccampusministry.org 
www.community-ucc.org/campus-ministry 

Your Ministry Team Leaders 

Moderator: Elizabeth Shack*  

Past Moderator: Jon Ebel* 

Incoming Moderator: Erin Ewoldt* 

Clerk: Shane Brownfield* 

Pastoral Relations Committee: Cara Finnegan 

Personnel Committee: Anna Barnes  

 
 
Community Building:  
Peg Wade* and Randy Musser 

 - Care Team: Jeff & Tina Stovall 
 - Prayer Shawls: Elena Kasper 

 - Meal Train: Jennifer Robbennolt 

 - Driver’s Ministry: John Osborne 

 - Card Ministry: Peg Wade 

 - Healing Music Ministry: Marilou Hinrichs 

 - Health and Wellness Team: Doug Irwin 

Children & Family: Julie McClure* and (pending)  
Finance: Roger Wade* (treasurer), David Willcox (financial sec-
retary) 

Identity: Keri Evans* and (pending) 

Mission: Jeanne Ward* and Kristy Brownfield 
Sound & Ethical Practices (SEP):  
 Kyle Mahannah and Grant Robbennolt* 
 -Buildings & Grounds: Tom Ward and Matthew  Hart                 
 -Contracts & Insurance: Andrew McClure 

UCC Campus Ministry Liaison: Ilsa Kantola* 

Worship: Chase Skye and Susan Pawlicki* 

 - Sound Coordinator: Roger Wade 

 

 

 

 
*denotes Church Life Board Member 

Serving Today 

https://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/

