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Stewardship A Feast of Hope for the Future 
A Feast of Hope for the Future 
This year’s stewardship theme, A Feast of Hope for the Future, encourages all of us to celebrate the grace we have felt and the 
grace that is still at work in and around us, building us and our community in new, surprising ways. CUCC prepares literal feasts of 
hope every Monday, feeding all who come to Jubilee Café. CUCC prepares feasts of hope every Sunday in worship, with messages 
and music that fill our hearts, whether we are in the sanctuary or connected to the church via Zoom of Facebook. And the work 
that we do beyond our walls creates feasts of hope, love, and acceptance for those who hunger for the experience of being loved 
just as they are. When you make gifts to CUCC - - gifts of treasure and gifts of time - - you help to set these feasts and other feasts 
that we have not yet envisioned. Please reflect prayerfully this month on your capacity to support our church.  
 
We will distribute stewardship packets in worship on October 17 and by home delivery shortly thereafter. On November 7 we will 
gather and bless the pledges that you have made and the feasts that you make possible. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Larry Lee and Jon Ebel 
Stewardship co-chairs 
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Welcome Guest Sabbatical Pastor The Rev. Bill Lawser 
Welcome Guest Sabbatical Pastor the Rev. Bill Lawser. Pastor Bill officially begins his time with CUCC 
on Thursday, September 30, 2021. Sunday, October 3, 2021 will be his first Sunday in leading 
worship. Please give Pastor Bill a warm CUCC welcome.   
 
To contact Pastor Bill, email him at pastor@community-ucc.org or  
call or text Pastor Bill at 217-898-7417.   
  

 

 

Moderator Musings  
As we settle into the rhythm of what we hope is a more normal school year and autumn, 
I'd like to take a moment to appreciate the hard work of so many people. With the kickoff 
of this year's stewardship campaign, it's good to remember that there are many ways to 
give--our community needs our gifts of time and talents as well as financial gifts.  

So, while I'm grateful to those who have been able to donate more to help with 
our reduced rental income, I'm even more thankful for all of you who have blessed us 
with your presence and energy. Streaming worship, singing in the choir, arranging coffee 
hour, greeting people...and that's only a small part of the week! As I write this, I'm still 
thinking about all the folks who turned out for Pride, working at the booth and walking 
(or jogging) in the parade.  

There are always lots of ways to get involved at CUCC, whether it's helping with a one-time event, volunteering to co-chair 
a ministry team, something in between, or something entirely different. And sometimes, for some of us, showing up with a (masked) 
smile is all we can or need to do.     Warm Regards, 

Elizabeth Shack, Moderator 
 

Campus Ministry 
CUCC's Campus Ministry is a student-focused progressive Christian organization that walks with 
students as they explore questions of faith and life; cultivate a commitment to service; grow 
individually and in community; connect with each other, caring adults, and the wider world. 
Members of CUCC provide vital support to this ministry, both financially and through building 
connections with students by hosting events, providing welcome, and through use of the shared 
spaces. We have a lot going on with multiple events every week and lots of ways for members of 
CUCC to plug in and help out. People interested in helping Campus Ministry or students interested 
in plugging in should contact Rev. Nate Brantingham at nate@ucccampusministry.org.  
 

-Rev. Nate Brantingham 
(He, Him, His) 
Director of Campus Ministry 
UCF at Community UCC 
(509) 434 9356 
Back to Top 
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Faith Community Nursing at CUCC 
During worship on Sunday, September 12, 2021, Community United Church of Christ Commission Johnalene Radek as their newest 
Faith Community Nurse. Johnalene and her family have been members for less than a year, 
but early on in their time with us, Johnalene began to learn about the role of Faith 
Community Nursing within our congregation. Commissioned Minister Linda Morgan has 
served this congregation for many, many years in that capacity. The Spirit sparked 
something in Johnalene.  She pursued training, completed it, and the CLB appointed her 
as yet another Faith Community Nurse for our congregation. What blessings overflow!  
Below is the Covenant Johnalene made with Community United Church of Christ and we 
the church made with Johnalene to support her with words of encouragement and 
through our prayers. Read again the words to remind yourself of all Johnalene, as a trained 
nurse, is taking on as a Faith Community Nurse here at Community United Church of Christ 
and how we can support her.   
       
Covenant  
Johnalene, are you willing to be a listening, supportive and healing presence with those to 
whom you are called to serve as a Faith Community Nurse, seeing in each the dignity and face of Christ. If so, please say, “I am.” 
  
Are you ready to work with the Faith Community Nurse and Commissioned Minister Linda Morgan, along with the Health and  
Wellness Team, Care Team, Pastors, and other groups to share common goals and ambitions, projects and events that promote 
health of mind, body, and spirit? If so, please say, “I am.” 
  
Church, I now turn to you: as members of this community of faith, called to work together for healing and wholeness, will you 
support Johnalene, by your words of encouragement and prayer? If so, please respond, “we will.”   

 

Becky Hanson Memorial Service 
You are invited to come remember and celebrate the life of Becky Hanson on Sunday, October 10th, at 2 p.m.   We will gather in 
the Garden Pavilion at Meadowbrook Park to sing some of her favorite hymns and songs and hear stories from her family and from 
our congregation.  Light refreshments will follow, so you will have time to share your stories with one another, too. The service will 
happen rain or shine!  While some seating will be provided, you are encouraged to bring lawn chairs as well, in case of 
overflow.  Masks are recommended since there will be singing and not lots of space for social distancing. For more information, 
please contact Pastor Connie. 
 

If you would like to let the family know you are thinking them with a card or a note, you can drop those off or mail them to the 

church before October 10th. 

 

--Pastor Connie Bandy 

Parish Associate 

connie@community-ucc.org 

 

 

CROP (Hunger) Walk 2021 
 
CROP Walk is a Church World Service program to raise awareness about food insecurity and to raise 
funds to combat it. It’s an annual activity that’s been going for at least 50 years. Donors are asked 
to sponsor walkers who do a six (or 3) mile walk in town. (Six miles is the typical distance a rural 
African woman walks each day to bring home water.) Money raised is used in our local community, 
in our nation, and around the world. 
 
Back to Top 
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CUCC has been participating in CROP Walk since about its start. 
 
The walk this year will be October 3. We’re asking CUCC members and friends to consider walking with us, and/or to contribute to 
support our team. 
 
 
CUCC’s team site for this year’s CROP walk is https://tinyurl.com/2021-CUCC-CROP-Walk. You can scan the QR 
code to go to that page, where you can sign up to be a walker and/or contribute to the team or a specific 
walker. 
 
Talk to team leader David Willcox if you have questions.   

 

 

Jubilee Café 
To follow social distancing rules, we have cut the number of volunteers. We have been fortunate to have a steady group of 
volunteers, but there are occasional openings.   
IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION: 

- If you have recently been around large groups (classes, social events, protests, etc.,) please delay volunteering at Jubilee 
Cafe until you know you do not have COVID-19.  

- If you have not consistently worn a mask in public, please DO NOT sign up to volunteer at Jubilee Cafe. 

If you are healthy and under age 60, please sign up to volunteer here: https://tinyurl.com/JubileeCafe-Volunteer  Other 
volunteer opportunities exist as well.  Please contact Johnell Bentz, johnell.bentz@gmail.com, for more information.   
~Johnell Bentz 

Date Hot Meals & 
Heat at Home 

9/6/2021  52 

9/13/2021  94 

9/20/2021  83 

 9/27/2021 81  

Meals Served   310 

 
 
September 13, 2021 --  Pastor Leah writes, When I got to the church today for Jubilee Cafe CUCC, someone was sitting on the steps 
at the 6th Street entrance, not on the big steps, but on the little ones between the benches, close to the ground. They asked if the 
church was open for prayer. I said yes, but also introduced myself as the pastor. "Would you like to talk?" 
They said yes. A tragic story poured out that could've rivaled that of Job. The questions that followed could've been lifted from Job 
too: why do bad things happen? Am I being punished? What is God thinking...and....where is God, anyway, in all this awful mess?  

We talked. We prayed. I made sure to ask if they would come back for dinner tonight. They said yes, gladly. And, they 
offered this: last week when it seemed like the whole world would crumbled under their feet upon hearing the very worst news, 
this person came to our church, to these steps to cry and to pray. "I just felt like I had to be close to God. And you guys were so kind 
to me and generous the last time I got a meal here, I came here. I knew I could be with God here. The church was closed, but I sat 
here on these steps and I knew God was with me." 

The warm embrace of the ministry of Jubilee Cafe, and the witness of extravagant welcome that exudes from Community 
UCC, Champaign, IL, mattered to this person, so much so in their moment of greatest need, that it extended out into their dark 
night of the soul.  

They came back this evening for dinner, and at least for tonight, they felt loved and seen and cared for. Thanks be to God.  
Back to Top 
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September 20, 2021 -- "Starting next week," I said to every regular Jubilee guest, "I will be on sabbatical. But I 
will see you January 10." The church and community volunteers who work distribution with me decided it would 
be good to have a sign so folks would know where I am. Check out the Leah-on-a-stick below announcing when 
I will return. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Ministry Opportunities at CUCC 
Volunteers Needed 

 CUCC Team Opportunity Contact Contact Info Online Sign-Up 

Worship Team Technical Help Office Admin infor@community-ucc.org  

 
 
Worship Team 

 
 
Greeter 

 
Chase Skye or 
Susan Pawlicki 

 
chaseskye7@gmail.com 
spawlicki2@hotmail.com 

https://www.signupgeni
us.com/go/5080a4fadaf
2aa1fa7-greeter  

 
 
Worship Team 

 
 
Usher 

 
Chase Skye or 
Susan Pawlicki 

 
chaseskye7@gmail.com 
spawlicki2@hotmail.com 

https://www.signupgeni
us.com/go/5080a4fadaf
2aa1fa7-usher 

 
 
 
 
Worship Team 

 
 
Hymn Leaders 
& Other Music 
for Worship  

 
 
 
Music Director 

 
 
 
music@community-ucc.org 

https://docs.google.com
/spreadsheets/d/1VRO-
hpyuH5Exip52Jzr4JxOXs
UJe1HZxzhefK7nIass/edi
t?usp=sharing 

 
Prayer Team 

 
Team Member 

 
Office Admin 

 
Info@community-ucc.org 

 

 
 
Children’s Ministry 

 
Event 
Planner/Leader 

 
 
Julie McClure 

 
 
jemcclure4@gmail.com 

 

 
Jubilee Café 

Meal Prep, 
Cook, Clean-up 

 
Johnell Bentz 

 
johnell.bentz@gmail.com 

https://tinyurl.com/Jubil
eeCafe-Volunteer 
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Upcoming One-Time Events 
Mark your calendars for these CUCC events! 
Friday, October 1 – Sunday, October 31 
 

 

 

Sunday, October 3, 10:15am: Worldwide Communion Sunday and Covenant with Pastor Bill Lawser 

Sunday, October 3, 2:00pm: 2021 Crop Walk beginning at First Presbyterian Church, 302 W. Church St. Champaign, IL 

Thursday, October 7, 7:00am Men’s Breakfast at Urbana Garden Restaurant 

Sunday, October 10, 10:15am: Confirmation Class 

Sunday, October 10, 2:00pm: Becky Hanson Memorial Service at the Garden Pavilion at Meadowbrook Park 

Sunday, October 17, 10:15am: Stewardship Packets distributed in worship  

Sunday, October 17, 10:15am: Sunday School for all youth 6th to 12th grade 

Tuesday, October 19, 11:30am: CUCC Retiree’s Monthly Lunch Gathering  

Tuesday, October 19, 6:30pm: CUCC CLB Monthly Meeting 

Friday, October 22, 6:30pm: Trick or Treating to Church Family Homes 

Sunday, October 24, 10:15am: Confirmation Class 

Monday, October 25, 9:00am: Articles for November eCommunigram due to Office Manager 

Sunday, October 31, 10:15am: Confirmation Class 

 

 
 

  
  
 

  

Be sure to check the CUCC Facebook page for updates. 
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Weekly Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC 
Event Day  Time Meeting ID Passcode Join Zoom Meeting Dial by Your 

Location 

Worship Sun 10:15AM 391 847 803 788969 https://zoom.us/j/391847803?pw
d=ZmNvaHJYZm1uUUQrdTNBd2N
RZThDZz09 

+1 312 626 6799  
US (Chicago) 

Youth Group 
(6th -12th grade) 

Sun 1:30PM 402 056 418 578953 
 

https://zoom.us/j/402056418?pw
d=SklXaFBUMlBZQ0lvNTFUNVhWe
VF0QT09 

+1 312 626 6799  
US (Chicago) 

Evening Worship & 
Other Gatherings 

Any 6:30PM 847 5319 7334 675757 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84
753197334?pwd=ZENQVDNjY0
RQMWxNVXRjd2w3WDFVZz09 

+1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago) 
 

Pub Theology Mon 7:15PM 954 5707 0801 902078 https://illinois.zoom.us/j/9545707
0801?pwd=WmlBN3AyVkFiTFBDU
UtLMjNuZ0t4Zz09 

+1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago) 
 

Choir Wed 7:00PM 326 389 912 854849 https://zoom.us/j/326389912?pw
d=ZExZVWZqRkI4dFRvZEgrckVmQk
Y2Zz09 

+1 312 626 6799 
US (Chicago) 

 

 
Monthly Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC 

Men’s Breakfast Monthly
1st Thu 

7:00AM 829 1216 9514 636040 https://illinois.zoom.us/j/82912
169514?pwd=NE9OR1dNaE9nO
GZIdTlNUnR1SjlVUT09  

+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 

CUCC Retirees’ 
Luncheon 

Monthly 
3rd Tue 

11:30AM  935 3696 
7862 

 103227 https://illinois.zoom.us/j/9353696
7862?pwd=VndIN0Nab1FVcG5VW
UdRWTVIV 

+1 312 626 6799 US 
(Chicago) 
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A note from your Music Director 
CHOIR 
Music at CUCC looks a little different this year!  Choir as a whole is not singing in-person at services, but 
we are gathering in the sanctuary on Wednesdays from 7-7:45 to rehearse and record anthems to stream 
during services.  We sing masked, distanced, and for limited amounts of time in one space.  If you are 
vaccinated and interested in participating, we would love to have you join us!  
 

OTHER MUSIC 
I am eager to include new instruments, hymn leaders, and other musical ideas into our fall season 
schedule.  Please let me know if you have a musical gift to share: music@community-ucc.org.  Thank you 
for considering joining our music community!  
 

 
HYMN-SING POSSIBILITY 

Singing hymns together is a type of group worship that many of us have missed during the pandemic. If there is 
interest, CUCC may offer occasional outdoor hymn-sings before or after our traditional worship services.  Please 
complete the following quick survey to share your favorite hymns with us and your level of interest in a hymn-
sing: https://forms.gle/EiYAns7sDHAq9w8P9  (QR code attached). 
 
 

 
APPRECIATION 
And finally, a note of huge appreciation to our Sound Team and Jennifer Cromley who are all learning new skills on the job to 
make our music possible.  THANK YOU! 
 

Sincerely, 
-Kathy Lee  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Ministry Seeking Liturgists and Greeters 
The Worship Ministry Team is seeking Liturgists, Greeters, and Ushers for September and October. Volunteer for one or all three 
of these positions by accessing the Sign-Up Genius Links below.  
 
Greeter:     https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-greeter  
The role of the greeter is to welcome folks as they arrive for worship on Sunday morning. 

 Usher: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-usher 
The ushers escort folks into the sanctuary and ensure they are seated socially distanced from the group sitting in the pew in front 
and behind them. Directions are provided. Ushers also count and record the physical number of people attending a worship 
service.  
 
 
 
 
Back to Top 
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Weekday Church Parking  
With the recent overhaul and reconfiguration of our parking lot, we have fewer 
staff/visitor parking spaces. At the same time, our spaces are being used by our 
staff, contractors working at the church, Jubilee Café volunteers on Mondays, 
and--despite our best efforts--the occasional scofflaw who finds our parking 
spaces particularly tempting so they can run a “quick errand” on Green Street. As 
a result, some of us who used to stop by the church during the week and park in 
the staff/visitor parking spaces may discover that those spaces are full.  

If you are coming to the church during working hours on a weekday, you may 
want to check-in with Carla about whether any spots are available or plan to park 
on the street and feed the meters.  

~ Grant Robbennolt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Updates  
 
As you can see from the photo, our masons have been busy working on mortar repairs on the east side of the building. If you ever 

get tired of wearing a while mask indoors, imagine being a mason and grinding out mortar in 94-degree heat, 30 feet up a scaffold, 

while wearing a full respirator. Suddenly that cotton mask may not seem so bad!  

Once the masonry on the east side is complete, we’ll turn our attention to the Parlor. The first step will be repairs to the plaster 

and woodwork. Then on to painting, new carpet and fresh furnishings.   

~ Grant Robbennolt      
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Mission Ministry Team 
From Your Mission Team:  
There is a lot going on in Missions at CUCC!   We thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your contributions to our ongoing 
mission projects!  Read on for updates, and for future opportunities! 

1. Thank you so much for your love offerings to the UPCenter during PRIDE week!   We will let you know how much you 

contributed during the next Communigram when all the totals are in.   
 

2. We received this note in mid-August from Ginger Mills, the advancement director at Cunningham Children’s Home, which 

is the home of the Caminos Program supporting unaccompanied minors who are immigrants from countries south of the 

United States: 

“Greetings Community UCC Friends! 
We are grateful that many of you have responded to the needs of our Caminos youth.  You are helping to play a part in 
providing basic needs while they are with us.  We are happy to share those 10 reunifications with family members have 
already taken place.  Thank you for giving back and sharing the love of Community UCC! 
Ginger" 
 

In speaking to Ginger in late September for an update, she shared that there have now been about 25 reunifications of 
Caminos Youth with family members!   She said that most youth are not staying here for long periods of time, but that while 
they are here, they are having medical needs taken care of (many have never seen a doctor) and are finding a time of safety, 
good food, and comfort after the hardships of their immigration journey.  So far CUCC has donated two large bags of supplies 
from the wish list that we have shared with you.  It is an important program, and we hope that you will continue to support it 
with your gifts.   

 

3. An opportunity for you!   The Women’s Law Society at UIUC is sponsoring a Women’s March on Saturday, October 2nd, at 
10:00.   They are meeting at 10:00 at the Alma Mater and will march to the County Courthouse.  This would be a great 
time to make your voice heard for Women’s Reproductive Rights and other causes.  Make a sign and show up!   (There is 
a Facebook page for this event if you need more information:  Women’s March Champaign-Urbana.) 

 

4. And finally - On October 17th and 24th, we will be taking an offering for one of the major UCC giving campaigns:  Neighbors 
in Need.   The UCC explains Neighbors in Need as follows.    

 

“Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and 
compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). 
Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and 
organizations doing justice work in their communities. These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to 
community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects 
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.” 
 

We hope you will continue your generosity this year by contributing to this special offering! 
 

 
 
 
Thanks! 
Jeanne 
Jeanne Ward jeawa@comcast.net  217-840-0668 
Kristy Brownfield klmel04@gmail.com  217-246-8571 
Ramona Oswald roswald@illinois.edu  217-649-9651 
 
 
Back to Top 

http://www.ucc.org/faq_what_is_caim
mailto:jeawa@comcast.net
mailto:klmel04@gmail.com
mailto:roswald@illinois.edu


 11  

Men’s Breakfast 
All men/those identifying as men are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on the first Thursday of each 
month at 7:00AM. Our next gathering is Thursday, October 7  
at Urbana Garden Restaurant. It will be great to see you all again.    
   
~Tom Ward 
wardt508@comcast.net 

 
                      

CUCC Retirees Monthly Lunch Group   
Ten retirees enjoyed having lunch and visiting together on Tuesday, September 21st outside on the patio at Houlihan's 
Restaurant.  Our next lunch will be Tuesday, October 19th (3rd Tuesday of the month), location TBA and weather permitting.   

 
~ Peg and Roger Wade 
 
 

Hospitality Team  
From Your Hospitality Team...  
The Sidney Ride Bikes/Drive Cars/Kickball/Pizza/Dairy Barn Ice Cream event on Sunday, September 12th was well attended 
again this year. Forty-seven people plus one dog had a great time at the festivities.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back to Top 

mailto:wardt508@comcast.net


 12  

Coffee Hour News - Please note  since we are having coffee hour outside now, if it is raining or if the temperature is 50 degrees or 
below, we will NOT have coffee hour that day.  
   
We could still use a few more hosts to help with coffee hour as well.  Please contact Randy Musser or Peg Wade if you are 
interested.    
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  Halloween Trick or Treating to Church Family Homes  
Mark your calendars for Friday, October 22nd, beginning at 6:30 p.m.    
The Hospitality Team is planning to organize the trick or treating to church family homes (treats out on porch or driveway) again 
this year.  
   
If your kiddos would like to join in the fun of going around to church family homes to get treats and you are willing to drive them 
OR if you would like to provide wrapped treats on your porch or on your driveway for the kiddos, please text or call Peg Wade: 217-
369-0474 or email peg.wade@comcast.net by Friday, October 15th, so that we can make up the schedule for the parent drivers 
and the hosts. Last year the kiddos as well as the hosts seemed to really enjoy this event, so hopefully we will have a good turnout 
again this year!  
   
-Randy Musser & Peg Wade  
Community Building/Hospitality Co-Chairs  
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Children and Family Ministry     
 

Hello CUCC families!  
 
We've had a few lovely outdoor Sunday School sessions on the Quad! 
Hopefully the weather will keep cooperating with us so we can continue to 
meet outdoors at least through October. It seems like we might have some 
vaccine news on the horizon. Praying for that to come sooner rather than later!  
 
Interested in helping with Sunday School? We are always looking for more leaders and shepherds. Leaders are given a ready-made 
lesson that is very easy to follow. Shepherds just need to show up and interact with our awesome kiddos. And they really are a fun, 
inquisitive, wise beyond their years sort of bunch. Email jemcclure4@gmail.com if you'd like to be added to the Sunday School list, 
and I'll include you when I send out monthly sign-ups.  
 
October 3rd will be "kids in worship" day, then Sunday School will meet the rest of the Sundays in October.  
 
~ Julie McClure 
 
 
 

 

 

Youth Group  
 

Youth (6th-12th grade) are invited to stay in worship on Sunday, October 
3rd. 
 
Confirmation class will be held on October 10th and 24th. We will meet in 
the CUCC fellowship hall at 10:15 a.m.  We will begin sharing 
introductions of Confirmands and Sponsors in the November 
Communigram. 
 

We will have Youth Sunday school on October 17th following the children's moment. This is open to all youth who are in 6th - 
12th grade. 
 
We are excited to resume youth activities and strengthen our relationships with one another. 
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Contact CUCC: 
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 3pm 
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