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Letters from Leah
Take a look at this picture of a can (at right). What do you see? You might
say that you see a can of UCC Coffee! WHAT?!? Is this denominational
caffeination? From Japan? Amazing. Now that you are over your initial
surprise, what else do you see? You might say that you see the brand
clearly labeled across the front, the number of ounces, the colors red,
white, blue, caramel, and brown. Across the top, you see a picture of
coffee beans. You might even notice that on the left side, there is what
appears to be a price tag – but what the price is, you can’t tell.

Now, take a look at this picture of
the can (at left). What do you see?
You might say that while you see a
can, you don’t really know what
it’s a can of – the ingredients are
cut off and only partially visible.
Coffee seems to be the last thing
on the last, which must mean it’s
not important at all! And, while you cannot see the word “milk” in the list of
ingredients, you do see that there’s a sizable percentage of your daily
allowance of calcium in this can. So, you surmise that this is canned
sweetened milk, lightly flavored. And there’s no brown on this can, by the
way. No price tag either.
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Now, take a look at this picture of the same can (at right) What do you see?
You might say that you see a pop top, that’s about it. Because of your
perspective and vantage point, you must focus on the top of the can solely.
It’s all you see.
This can sits in my office. I get it out and go through this exercise with folks,
usually families or couples, who have come to me with a situation about
which they have differing opinions because of the stakes they hold in the
situation, or the perspective from which they approach it. What is so
interesting about these situations is that no one is wrong! From each
person’s vantage point, they are all seeing what they see. In order to see the
entire can, we have to look at it from each person’s perspective. And, in
order to see it more fully, we need to get additional information. In this case,
I am sad to say, UCC Coffee is not denominational caffeination. It is a
Japanese brand of canned coffee. I saw UCC Coffee vending machines all over
Japan when I traveled there as a young adult. I bought this can in Chicago
years ago and keep it in my office, along with my Jesus bobble head and the
Pope sucker Pastor Emily Snowden bought me when she went to Rome.
I thought of the can of UCC Coffee experience when the CLB looked over our questionnaire result: the results
depended on a person’s vantage point. Folks coming from households where everyone is vaccinated had certain
needs, while parents of young children who aren’t yet vaccinated had other needs. CUCCers who no longer live in our
area, or have never lived in our area, need something, in terms of access to worship, that two years ago we wouldn’t
have even thought necessary. Similarly, local folks with a variety of health concerns have found remote access to
worship to be a life-giving thing. In making decisions about regathering for worship, as well as for fellowship activities,
CLB needed to consider all of these vantage points and their accompanying needs. Each glimpse looks slightly
different – CLB needed to take in the whole picture and make decisions accordingly.
Throughout this time, I have been grateful for our conscientious and faithful lay leaders. Your CLB came up with a plan
for re-gathering that values the experience of everyone who responded to the questionnaire, and I must say: it is
exciting! It is exciting both to think of being with one another again in worship AND exciting to know that we have a
team of folks working on making it possible for CUCC to livestream worship from now on – both parts of this plan are
exciting and vital to the future of the church.
As we make steps towards re-gathering, think of the UCC Coffee Can and the differing ways people see it based on
their vantage point. Let us all do that especially when what we need isn’t what is front and center. May we ask
ourselves, whose need is this meeting? And in asking the question, may we bless it and be of service to our siblings in
Christ. I want to thank all of you for your persistent enthusiasm, commitment, and care for your neighbor throughout
these long months. Let’s look to the future holding those same values before us.
Blessings,
Leah

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
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2

Moderator Musings – Budget Impact
At the June meeting the CLB discussed the budget impact of no longer renting space to CFC.
There are always unpredictable ups and downs in both income and expenses, resulting from everything from an extra
snowstorm (clearing the parking lot costs money) to a global pandemic (some expenses rose, other expenses and
income dropped). But this situation is much larger than usual.
The cancellation of the lease will result in a $17,220 (7 months at $2,460 per month) loss in 2021. That's a big number
and over 5% of our annual operating budget. While we began the year with a General Fund surplus, this loss of income
alone will eliminate nearly half of that.
How can we make up the shortfall for 2021? Giving directly is
one way. With six months left in the year, the shortfall is less
than an extra $50 per pledging household each month. If you
would like to increase your pledge, or make an additional gift,
please do. Communicating that with the Financial Secretary
(financial-secretary@community-ucc.org) will help the CLB to
track the situation. Using scrip when you go shopping for things you'd buy anyway (more information about scrip
coming soon…watch your email) or switching to Amazon Smiles to support CUCC, will also help and are easy to set up
and don't cost anything extra. CLB Ministry Team leaders have been asked to closely monitor expenditures for the
remainder of the year, but the budget was already tight to begin the year.
Some people are willing to organize a garage sale and are seeking a location--if you have a suggestion or would be
willing to host, please let Carla know.
The CLB will also be looking at even more significant changes for 2022 and beyond as we consider new sources of
income and/or ways to lower expenses.
~Elizabeth Shack, Moderator
~ Roger Wade, Treasurer
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CUCC Garage Sale
NEEDED: One family to let us use your driveway and most of your garage for 24 hours for our CUCC
Garage Sale. Proposed dates: August 7 or 14 with setup the afternoon and eve before. But we can be flexible on
dates! Call or email as soon as possible.
Carla at 217-344-5091 or info@community-ucc.org
Patty at 217-722-2587 or groppretired@gmail.com.
NEEDED: Everyone to participate:
1. Pray we find a family to host the sale. It's also okay to wish
for no rain and temperatures below 90!
2. Sign up for a Friday or Saturday volunteer slot on the SignUp Genius. You'll get an e-mail with the Sign-Up info as soon
as we have a site.
3. Start getting your no-longer needed items that others will want (still in good condition -- something you would buy)
ready to donate. No clothes or shoes, but we will take jewelry and purses. No VHS tapes, CDs, or cassettes, but we'll
take vinyl records. Electronic items must work. Battery items need working batteries. Toys, puzzles, games need alI
the pieces. If you are donating furniture or big or big ticket items, please email or call Patty at least 3 days before the
sale. We may want to mention it in the ad, and we'll need to plan where we'll display them on sale day. (If you'll be
out of town on sale weekend, ask another CUCC member to drop off your items.)
4. If possible, pre-price your items with garage sale pricing stickers from a dollar store. We want to make $ for CUCC,
but we want things to sell! Books for adults - $1 hardbacks, .50 paperbacks, for children .50 and .25. Vinyl records $2
each. Cups and dishes - most .25 or .50.
5. Promise to repost our social media ad on your social media. Also, tell at least ten friends, neighbors, and co-workers
in person.
Thanks!!! – Brin Schuler, Chase Skye, and Patty Gropp, your Garage Sale Chairs
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Moderator Musings – Return to Building – August 8
Thank you to everyone who responded to the survey about returning to the building. The Church Life Board met on
June 15 and went over the results. I have to admit I was hoping for a really
obvious answer about what we should do, but there are a lot of different
issues to consider as we try to meet everyone's needs. Having the detailed
comments was very helpful!
The board decided to return to the building on August 8. That gives us some
time to plan how we handle seating and interactions and live streaming. Until
then, we'll keep gathering online.
In the survey, 80% of us were comfortable with mostly remote services this
summer. But about a third of us said that being together in person is important. We hope that we can hang on for a
few more weeks while we get ready to return, and that options like worship in the park or gathering with another
household will help meet our need to be together.
A lot of people also mentioned concerns about children. Offering hybrid services will let those who'd rather wait until
there are vaccines for those under 12, attend remotely if they want.
It was good to see that even though people miss hugs and responsive prayer, we've also enjoyed joint sermons and
videos and being able to type prayer requests into the chat box. Our hope is to take the things we've learned and liked
from the past year and keep them as we move into hybrid services.
Here's the schedule for the rest of summer:
July 4 and 11 - Zoom and streaming as usual.
July 18 - Outdoor service and streaming to Facebook
July 25 and August 1 - Zoom and streaming as usual.
August 8 - In-person worship in the building! (The service will also be streamed.)
August 15 - Worship in the park with Blessing of the Backpacks and streaming to
Facebook
August 22 (and future Sundays) - In-person worship in the building! (The service will also be streamed.)
That two-week gap from August 8th to August 22nd gives us a chance to deal with any issues that came up, whether
it's about making sure everything worked for those worshipping remotely, or realizing we forgot how long it takes to
get to church, or that we need to find clothes that aren't pajamas.
~Elizabeth Shack, Moderator
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Community Building – Worship Together in Small Groups
In our June CLB meeting, as we looked at the results of the survey, one thing several of you have missed is worshiping
in person with others.
We will have 2 outside services coming up (one in July and one in August that you will read more about in this
newsletter), where we will be worshiping together outside in the park. But aside from those 2 services, between now
and August 8th, Community Building is offering to organize small groups of
people who would like to gather together to watch the zoom worship
services - in someone's home, backyard or wherever the host would like.
If you would like to be included in one of these small zoom worship
groupsl please email Carla at info@community-ucc.org We will follow up
with Carla and be in touch with you. Also, if you would like to host one of
these small groups, please email Carla right away and let her know and
then we will be in touch with you also.
~Randy Musser and Peg Wade

Pastoral Care and Worship leadership in July: Pastor Leah away
Pastor Leah will be on vacation July 2-17 and 29-31.
- On July 4, worship will be lay lead. That
day, our worship service is entitled,
“Prayers from America: Glory, Shadow, &
Hope”. This service of scripture, music, and
poetry appropriate for the day will help us
to reflect on our life together as a nation
and what it means to be a person of faith
living in these United States. This worship
service has been adapted from one curated
UCC Pastor, Rev. John Gage.
-

On July 11, Chicago Theological Seminary
MDiv student and UCC Campus Ministry
member Marcus Frye will be preaching. You have heard Marcus before on Campus Ministry Sundays and
will enjoy worship that day! It’s a gift to be a congregation that readily welcomes student to the pulpit.

-

July 2-17, if you have a pastoral care emergency, please contact the pastor of St. Peter’s UCC, Rev. Deborah
Owen. St. Peter’s number is 217-356-3635. We will let you know who is on call July 29-31 when we near
those dates.
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Worship in the Park
Worship and Hospitality Teaming Up
Save the Dates and Mark Your Calendars.....
By popular demand, the Worship Team will have
2 more outdoor services this summer - both at
Ambucs Park, Jean Driscoll Pavilion (1140 E.
University Avenue, Urbana) at 10:15am. Here
are the dates:

Sunday, July 18th – The Hospitality Ministry has arranged for
Brien's Bistro Food Truck to be in the parking lot following
the service so that you can enjoy lunch and time to visit
(stay tuned for more details including a menu and prices).

Sunday, August 15th- Following the Blessing of the Backpacks Service, the
Hospitality Ministry Team will host the Sidney Dairy Barn Moo Mobile in
the parking lot after the service and provide ice cream treats for all!

Bring your lawn chairs if you wish and join us for some wonderful in-person outdoor worship along with some fun,
food, treats and conversation.

~Susan Pawlicki and Chase Skye, Worship Co-Chairs
~Randy Musser and Peg Wade, Community Building/Hospitality Co-Chairs

Back to Top
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Jubilee Café
To follow social distancing rules, we have cut the number of volunteers. We have been fortunate to have a steady group of
volunteers, but there are occasional openings.
IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION:
- If you have recently been around large groups (classes, social events, protests, etc,) please delay volunteering at Jubilee
Cafe until you know you do not have COVID-19.
- If you have not consistently worn a mask in public, please DO NOT sign up to volunteer at Jubilee Cafe.
If you are healthy and under age 60, please sign up to volunteer here: https://tinyurl.com/JubileeCafe-Volunteer Other
volunteer opportunities exist as well. Please contact Johnell Bentz, johnell.bentz@gmail.com, for more information.
~Johnell Bentz
Date
6/7/2021
6/14/2021
6/21/2021
6/28/2021
Meals Served

Hot Meals &
Heat at Home
57
58
59
53
227

Total
Meals
57
58
59
53
227

06/07/2021 From Pastor Leah: "WHAT'S FOR DINNER?" someone yelled. I could
hear it, but I couldn't see where it was coming from. "WHAT'S FOR DINNER?" the
voice called out again. I had been talking to Pastor Nate Brantingham, and,
suddenly, he was looking up, up, up toward the top floors of the new building that's
being built across the street from Community UCC, Champaign, IL. A construction
worker stood, about three floors from the top, yelling, "WHAT'S FOR DINNER?"
"Oh." I marveled, turning around and looking for him. We've never had
someone inquire about dinner from ten stories up before.
"He wants to know what's on the menu," Nate said....and I was glad he did,
otherwise I'm afraid I would've stared up at him like Chicken Little all night.
"Tonight, we have," I called back in my best big preacher voice, which, as many of
you know is very, very big, "tonight we have, brunch for dinner: mini egg cups with
cheese and kale, plus roasted vegetables, and a croissant, or an enchilada
casserole." And at the word, 'casserole,' he started to dance.
"I'll be right down!" the man in hard hat called back as he danced away from
the balcony ledge.
I snapped a picture of the building. Imagine a dancing construction worker on the 10th floor, thrilled at the
prospect of a hot, delicious meal waiting for him at the church below.
Jubilee Cafe CUCC sent 36 brunches out the door, plus 21 enchilada casseroles. For dessert, guests had their
choice of apple pie, cherry pie, chocolate cake, or cookies. We had more donuts than we could give away.
We had many new guests tonight, including international students who haven't yet gone home and new grad students,
plus many of our regulars. #fromtheground
Back to Top
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UCC General Synod
A Special Virtual General Synod 33
July 11 – 18, 2021
Delegates to the United Church of Christ’s General Synod this summer will have a
wide variety of subjects to consider. Among them:
• A just peace for Palestine and Israel.
• Bail bond reform.
• Safety for women, trans and nonbinary people in settings of ministry.
• Nature’s rights, and whether they’re on par with human rights.
• An end to Robert’s Rules of Order as the way Synod meetings must be governed.
Those are just a few of the topics of 11 resolutions and several UCC Bylaws changes those delegates will vote on July
11-18. All are now posted at the event’s website.
Proposed bylaw changes
Also on the Synod docket are proposed changes to the UCC Bylaws. The United Church of Christ Board voted in
October to send those changes to Synod. Among other things, they would:
• Update language to embrace gender diversity
• Remove language requiring that the Synod’s biennial meetings be governed by Robert’s Rules of Order.
• Adding a provision explicitly allowing the Synod to meet virtually.
Those last two points are related, said UCCB Chairperson Yvette Wynn in her October report to the church. Ending the
requirement for Robert’s Rules would “allow more flexibility, particularly for electronic meetings.”

Keynote Speakers
Keynote Speakers Valarie Kaur and the Rev. Adam Russell Taylor will address delegates to the United Church of Christ’s
General Synod gathering July 11 -18.
Valarie Kaur, Social Activist & Film Maker
Valarie Kaur is a social justice activist who leads campaigns for civil and human rights. When a Sikh
family friend was the first person murdered in a hate crime after 9/11, she made her first film on
hate violence in America. Since then, her story-based advocacy has helped win policy change on
hate crimes, racial profiling, immigration detention, solitary confinement, marriage equality, and
Internet freedom.

Rev. Adam Russell Taylor, Author & Minister
Rev. Adam Russell Taylor is president of Sojourners and author of Mobilizing Hope: Faith-Inspired
Activism for a Post-Civil Rights Generation and forthcoming book, A More Perfect Union: A New
Vision for Building the Beloved Community. Taylor also serves on the Global Advisory Board of
Tearfund UK and is a member of the inaugural class of the Aspen Institute Civil Society Fellowship .
Back to Top
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You Can Now Support CUCC through Amazon Smile
If you shop through Amazon, know that you can select Community United Church of
Christ in Champaign, IL and a small portion of your purchase total will be donated to
benefit our ministry and Jubilee Café. This does not add any cost to you, but it will
support us in our ministry.
Please consider using this feature through Amazon and designating Community United Church of Christ in Champaign,
IL as the recipient of your charitable donation.
To begin directing donations from your eligible Amazon purchases to CUCC, click on the link and follow the steps
displayed on screen. The steps necessary to setup Amazon Smile are outlined below.
AmazonSmile: You shop. Amazon gives.
• Click the “gold get started button”
• Sign into your Amazon account with your email address or phone number and password
o If you do not have an Amazon account, you can create one.
• Type Community United Church of Christ in as your charity of choice.
• Verify CUCC is in Champaign, IL before clicking the “Select” button.
o This is now your charity.
Then the next time you need to make a purchase from Amazon, be sure to log into AmazonSmile: You shop. Amazon
gives. Where you will find the same products, same prices, same services as the Amazon you know.

Pastoral Sabbatical
Pastor Leah is preparing for a time away known as a Pastoral Sabbatical or Renewal Time. She was scheduled to be on
Sabbatical in 2020 but then came COVID so the Sabbatical was postponed. Pastor Leah will be away between October
and December including Christmas 2021. The exact dates have not been announced just yet.
What is a Pastoral Sabbatical?
A pastoral sabbatical is a time of release from normal duties in order that the pastor
may devote time to renewal. It can be an integral and important part of an overall
strategy for enhancing the mission of the congregation through pastoral renewal,
enrichment, study, spiritual growth, travel, personal and family time, skill
development, and/or research. Sabbatical leaves can be of any duration decided
upon by the congregation.
In preparation for Pastor Leah’s absence, the Sabbatical Team developed a job
description for a guest pastor. They are actively seeking a person to provide pastoral support, lead worship, and do the
work of ministry that Leah handles while Leah is away.
Back to Top
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENT
Community United Church of Christ
Guest Pastor for Sabbatical
3-month period between Sept 2021-January 2022
The Pastor of Community United Church of Christ (CUCC), Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser, will be on renewal leave for a 3month period within the window of Sept. 2021 to Jan. 2022. CUCC is seeking a 3/4-time, Guest Pastor to assume
worship, pastoral, and administrative duties during this sabbatical period.
Our name, Community United Church of Christ, captures both our essence and our aspirations. Our Church is a
community of loving and caring people who welcome all members of the larger community to visit and join ours. We
are a theologically Progressive, Just-Peace, Open and Affirming congregation whose diversity represents the deep and
abiding values we extend, as well as the spirit in which we live, as a community of faith. Our members range from
those certain about their faith to those for whom faith is a matter of great difficulty, we welcome all, equally, in their
search for greater spiritual awareness. The “Community” in Community UCC also refers to those we serve in our
strong commitment to social justice, which includes Jubilee Café, a weekly food insecurity ministry. We seek a Guest
Pastor who would feel comfortable in this kind of faith community.
Community UCC is a multi-generational community with families, children, college students, and a number of older
members. Community UCC has a staff including an office manager, director of youth ministries, director of music,
organist, childcare workers, and several soloists/section leaders. CUCC houses the UCC Campus Ministry at the
University of Illinois, which serves students in the area. This is a ministry CUCC supports and whose students
participate in the life of our church, though the Campus Minister, Rev. Nathan Brantingham, is not a member of our
staff. He is a valuable resource for our community.
Community UCC is located close to the center of the University of Illinois campus, residing in a 100-year-old, brick
building that has a beautiful sanctuary, large parlor and fellowship hall with kitchen facilities, ample meeting rooms
and educational space. The building is undergoing significant external and internal repairs following a successful capital
campaign.
The candidate will need to be flexible about the type of worship that is being planned in response to the current
COVID-19 pandemic and the need for remote and/or in-person worship or some combination (we have technical and
administrative support in place to assist with these needs). This flexibility in how ministry is conducted will need to
extend to Pastoral Care and Administration, as well.
During Rev. Robberts-Mosser’s renewal leave, the congregational worship will revolve around a theme that will be
determined with the input of Pastor Leah, the Worship committee, the CLB, prior to the start of the sabbatical period.
Activities in association with that theme may be dependent on the status of the pandemic in the autumn of 2021.
Interested candidates should send a cover letter, resume or profile, names and contact information of 3 references,
and a preaching video to jobs@community-ucc.org by July 20, 2021.
Guest Pastor for Sabbatical Period
Job Description
This is a ¾-time position for 3 months during the window of September 2021 thru January 2022 . Please note that
World Communion Sunday, All Saints Sunday, Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas are during this time.
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We realize that the demands of church life come at all hours of the day and night and that the office of pastor requires
attention to matters at times often beyond control. Additionally, CUCC recognizes the pastor’s need each week to take
time for self and family. Therefore, CUCC encourages and supports the Guest Pastor’s ability to manage the equivalent
of two (2) full days off a week for rest, relaxation, and to be with family.
The Guest Pastor will report to Community UCC’s Church Life Board (CLB). Compensation will be determined based on
experience. Responsibilities include three areas, as described below:
A. Worship
1. Plan preaching and worship with the Worship ministry team for one Classic Worship service on Sunday
mornings. A special schedule of services will be planned revolving around the agreed upon theme and based in
the Revised Common Lectionary.
2. Preach a majority of the Sundays during the sabbatical period. We expect the Guest Pastor to help organize all
services, including those in which they are not preaching and work with guest speakers.
3. Plan order of services and lead them.
4. Conduct funerals, baptisms, and other special worship services, including World Communion Sunday,
Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas.
5. Work with music staff to coordinate worship music.
6. Administer sacraments as needed.
7. Conduct weddings as time permits.
8. Depending on the status of the COVID-19 virus pandemic and response, there may need to be exceptional
flexibility in how Worship is conducted (technical support is available within the congregation).
B. Pastoral Care
1. Make pastoral calls on members and friends of the congregation in crisis, at the hospital, in care facilities, and
those confined to their homes in coordination with the Care Team, CUCC’s Visiting Ministry, and the
Commissioned Minister of Health.
2. Provide pastoral care and counseling as needed.
3. Depending on the status of the COVID-19 pandemic and response, there may need to be exceptional flexibility
in how effective Pastoral Care can be conducted.
4. Provide pastoral care and hospitality to Jubilee Café guests and volunteers on Mondays as needed.
C. Administration
1. Serve as a resource to CLB, ministry teams, Jubilee Café board, and other church groups.
2. Oversee the day-to-day operations of the church office and nursery. (Nursery care at CUCC is dependent on
COVID-19 pandemic status).
3. Write monthly columns for the Communigram newsletter and contribute to the weekly email.
4. Attend CLB meetings and other church meetings as needed.
5. Supervise staff members.
6. Support and coordinate with the UCC Campus Ministry.
7. All administrative duties may need to utilize technological options during this sabbatical period.
Qualifications: Ordained pastor with standing in the UCC preferred but open to denominations in communion with the
UCC. Will consider persons in or having completed seminary who are working toward ordination. Residence in
Champaign County preferred since no parsonage is available.
Back to Top
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Ministry Opportunities at CUCC
Volunteers Needed
CUCC Team
Grounds Team

Opportunity
Grass Mowing

Contact
Matthew Hart

Contact Info
matthewlorenhart@gmail.com

Worship Team
Worship Team

Edit Videos
Technical Help

Office Admin
Office Admin

Info@community-ucc.org
infor@community-ucc.org

Liturgist

Chase Skye
Susan Pawlicki

chaseskye7@gmail.com
spawlicki2@hotmail.com

https://www.signupgeni
us.com/go/5080a4fadaf
2aa1fa7-liturgists3

Greeter

Chase Skye or
Susan Pawlicki

chaseskye7@gmail.com
spawlicki2@hotmail.com

https://www.signupgenius
.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1
fa7-greeters5

Worship Team

Worship Team

Worship Team
Summer Music

Prayer Team

Children’s Ministry
Jubilee Café

Hymn Leaders
& Other Music
for Worship
Music and
Hymns for
Summer
Worship
Team Member
Event
Planner/Leader
Meal Prep,
Cook, Clean-up

Music Director

music@community-ucc.org

Office Admin

Info@community-ucc.org

Office Admin

Info@community-ucc.org

Julie McClure

jemcclure4@gmail.com

Johnell Bentz

johnell.bentz@gmail.com

Online Sign-Up
https://www.signupgeni
us.com/go/20F0449A5A
F2CA1FB6-weekly

https://docs.google.com
/spreadsheets/d/1VROhpyuH5Exip52Jzr4JxOXs
UJe1HZxzhefK7nIass/edi
t?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/5ZbT1
KhYtgRj3sqx6

https://tinyurl.com/Jubil
eeCafe-Volunteer
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Upcoming One-Time Events
Mark your calendars for these CUCC events!
Thursday, July 1 – Saturday, July 31
Thursday, July 1, 7:00am: Men’s Breakfast at Urbana Garden Restaurant
Saturday, July 10, 10:00 -11:30am: Youth and Family Ministry Gathering at Busey Woods
Sunday, July 11 – Sunday, July 18: A Special Virtual General Synod 33
Sunday, July 18, 10:15am: Worship in the Park at Ambus Park, Urbana, IL with Food Truck in parking lot following
worship
Sunday, July 18, 10:15am: New Worship Series “I’ve Been Meaning to Ask” begins
Sunday, July18, Save the Date: SURJ Event – time and location to be announced soon
Tuesday, July 20, 11:30am: Monthly Retirees’ Luncheon at Bunny’s in Urbana
Tuesday, July 20, 6:30pm: Church Life Board Meeting

See the chart below for re-occurring events and Zoom meeting information. Be sure to check the CUCC Facebook page for updates.

July 11 – 18, 2021
Back to Top
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Weekly Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC
Event

Day

Time

Meeting ID

Passcode

Join Zoom Meeting

Dial by Your
Location
+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Worship

Sun

10:15AM

391 847 803

788969

Youth Group
(6th -12th grade)

Sun

1:30PM

402 056 418

578953

https://zoom.us/j/391847803?pw
d=ZmNvaHJYZm1uUUQrdTNBd2N
RZThDZz09
https://zoom.us/j/402056418?pw
d=SklXaFBUMlBZQ0lvNTFUNVhWe
VF0QT09

Evening Worship &
Other Gatherings

Any

6:30PM

847 5319 7334

675757

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84
753197334?pwd=ZENQVDNjY0
RQMWxNVXRjd2w3WDFVZz09

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Pub Theology

Mon

7:15PM

954 5707 0801

902078

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Choir

Wed

7:00PM

326 389 912

854849

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/9545707
0801?pwd=WmlBN3AyVkFiTFBDU
UtLMjNuZ0t4Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/326389912?pw
d=ZExZVWZqRkI4dFRvZEgrckVmQk
Y2Zz09

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Monthly Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC
Men’s Breakfast

Monthly
1st Thu

7:00AM

829 1216 9514

636040

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/82912 +1 312 626 6799 US
169514?pwd=NE9OR1dNaE9nO (Chicago)
GZIdTlNUnR1SjlVUT09

CUCC Retirees’
Luncheon

Monthly
3rd Tue

11:30AM

935 3696
7862

103227

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/9353696
7862?pwd=VndIN0Nab1FVcG5VW
UdRWTVIV

+1 312 626 6799 US
(Chicago)
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“I’ve Been Meaning to Ask” – a new worship series starting July 18
This month, we will jump into a new worship series, curated by A Sanctified Art, the folks who brought us the Again &
Again and Unraveled. This series is all about curiosity, courage, and connection, things we need more of in our
communities and country these days. This series covers 8 weeks and focuses on one question over the course of two
weeks. In addition to weekly worship utilizing the artwork, videos, liturgy from A Sanctified Art, in July’s worship kit,
you’ll receive
- A study journal. Through art, written reflections, poetry, text study prompts, commentary, and
conversation prompts, this study journal digs deep into the sub-theme questions and scriptures
included in the series, and
- A set of specially designed conversation cards which you’ll find to be invaluable tools as you seek to connect
more deeply with family, friends, and neighbors.
Here are the themes for this series:
Weeks 1 & 2: I’ve been meaning to ask. . . where are you from?
- Genesis 2:4b-15 (Humanity is formed from the dust in the garden of Eden)
- John 1:35-51 (Jesus calls the disciples)
- In order to build connection and trust, we need to listen to each other’s stories and experiences to learn
who and what has shaped us. We also need to feel seen and known for who we are. In these first two
weeks, we hope to affirm the particularity of our identities while also acknowledging our common ground.
Formed from the dust and God’s very breath in the garden of Eden, we have a common home, a shared
birthplace, and a collective calling: to sustain and care for all of creation. The story of Jesus calling the
disciples provides a helpful charge for the whole series: to “come and see” what the journey holds. In this
first week, we wish to address how the question, “Where are you from?” is sometimes coupled with
assumptions, judgments, and even microaggressions—all of which can be exhausting and painful to receive.
Our hope is to acknowledge, disrupt, and release the assumptions we hold about others.
Weeks 3 & 4: I’ve been meaning to ask. . . where does it hurt?
- 1 Samuel 1:1-18 (Hannah’s pain)
- Mark 5:21-43 (The healing of a hemorrhaging woman and Jarius’ daughter)
- This question implies that all of us have known pain and suffering. In order to cultivate connection, we must
first get curious about the pain others carry and the pain we carry ourselves. Before we can act, we must
first acknowledge and believe the pain is real, for bearing witness to each other’s pain helps us cultivate
compassion. In 1 Samuel, Hannah’s pain is ignored, diminished, and mocked. Yet, Hannah vulnerably and
courageously bears all of herself before God, which transforms Eli’s perspective. She finds release by being
fully seen and known by God. In the dual healing story of the hemorrhaging woman and Jairus’ daughter,
we acknowledge those who suffer chronically and in isolation. By telling these women’s stories, we hope to
bear witness to the particular and very common struggles related to fertility and reproductive health.
Additionally, we must confess the harm done in neglecting the emotional, physical, individual, historical,
and systemic wounds that exist among us.
Weeks 5 & 6: I’ve been meaning to ask. . . what do you need?
- Job 2:11-13 (Job’s friends come to comfort him)
- 2 Timothy 4:9-18 (Paul’s final instructions to Timothy)
- This question recognizes that we all have needs and that we need each other. It reminds us that we each
have unique needs; we can’t assume to know what is best for others. It also prompts us to reflect on our
own needs, priorities, and desires, which can sometimes be difficult to discern from one situation to the
next. In the midst of Job’s afflictions, three of his friends promptly leave their homes and come to him. They
tear their garments, weep loudly, and sit with him for seven days, saying nothing. Their response is the
16

ministry of presence, of true solidarity, of seeing his excruciating pain and joining him there. Beaten and
imprisoned, Paul writes to Timothy with a simple request: “Come quickly.” He lists those who abandoned
him, but says, “I hope that God doesn’t hold it against them!” In his greatest moment of need, Paul doesn’t
need revenge, but instead asks for companionship. In essence, this is what we all need—for someone to
come quickly, to gather the items we need, and to simply show up.
Weeks 7 & 8: I ’ve been meaning to ask. . . where do we go from here?
- Ruth 1:1-22 (Ruth and Naomi become chosen family)
- Acts 10 (Peter, Cornelius, & the Gentiles)
- This final question is not meant to be the end of the journey; instead, it creates openness to explore
together what is next. It is contextual, designed for individuals, families, churches, and communities to
discern how to move forward into something new. Our hope is that we keep cultivating curiosity, asking
questions, having conversations, and seeking connection in order to humanize and care for each other.
Ultimately, this final question invites us to foster hope and imagination. After the loss of loved ones disrupts
their lives, Ruth and Naomi create a new covenant with each other, choosing to be in a relationship across
their religious, cultural, and generational divides. As women, they build power together in a system where
they have little power. Peter and a pious Roman centurion named Cornelius are brought together through
visions they each receive. Peter and Cornelius meet face-to-face, and Peter says: “I really am learning that
God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over another.” Through their courageous conversation,
their narrow perceptions of others expand, the Spirit descends upon them, and they share in community
and hospitality.

17

Worship Ministry Seeking Liturgists and Greeters
The Worship Ministry Team is seeking Liturgists and Greeters for July and August. Volunteer for either or both
positions by accessing the Sign-Up Genius Links below.
Liturgist: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-liturgists3
The liturgist can choose to lead the liturgy live (Call to Worship and reading Scripture) or by
recording it ahead of time and submitting a video. Directions are provided.

Greeter: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-greeters5
The role of the greeter is to welcome folks by name as they sign onto Zoom.
Directions are provided.

A note from your Music Director
Summer Music Opportunities
Dear CUCC friends,
Our CUCC choir has done a fantastic job offering music for our congregation throughout the
pandemic. For anyone interested in joining choir for our final month of May, contact me to
join a Wednesday Zoom rehearsal, share a hymn or song, or to join us for outdoor, masked
singing on a Sunday afternoon!
As some of you know, our choir and my role as Music Director pause from mid-May to midAugust each year. This summer, we will use a combination of newly recorded music and music we have already
created for hymn and anthem spots for virtual services. Music will function primarily without my involvement over the
summer, as my music contributions over the summer are as a volunteer.
All ages and ability levels are welcome to offer summer music at CUCC. Please remember that all of our musical
offerings are a gift for our congregation and God. Participation is more important than perfection, and songs can be
spiritual without fitting the typical definition of "religious music". I encourage you to think outside the box and offer
something! If you would like to contribute to a musical offering this summer, please fill out this form, and I will be in
touch to discuss options: https://forms.gle/5ZbT1KhYtgRj3sqx6
Please contact me with questions: music@community-ucc.org. Thank you so much!

Back to Top
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Mission Ministry Team
From Your Mission Team:
The generous members of CUCC donated $615 to the Strengthen the Church national UCC offering in May and
June! This is more than we've given in the past, so we are delighted with the congregation's response! The grant
recipients that are able to make use of these funds to seed and/or expand their ministries will be grateful for your
help!
Thanks!
Jeanne

Jeanne Ward jeawa@comcast.net 217-840-0668
Kristy Brownfield klmel04@gmail.com 217-246-8571
Ramona Oswald roswald@illinois.edu 217-649-9651

Defund the Police
“Defund the Police? An Abolition Curriculum”. The introduction
to the course states “The curriculum offers an in-depth, faithbased study of the history of modern policing, the policies and
practices of incarceration in the U.S., and the racial inequities in
our systems -- all through the lens of God's desire for safe,
flourishing communities and the framework of historically
Christian abolitionist movements for justice and peace.”
CUCC is doing this study with members of First Mennonite. We have
3 groups of FMCers and CUCCers who began this study in the end of
June. Each study group has group facilitators from both churches. We
hope to have another round of this study in the fall. Would you
consider that opportunity? You can learn more here:
https://www.mennoniteusa.org/abolition-curriculum-intro/
Back to Top
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Men’s Breakfast
All men/those identifying as men are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on the first
Thursday of each month at 7:00AM. The CUCC Retiree's group had lunch in a
real restaurant on June 15 (granted, we were out on the porch, but still...). That
got me thinking maybe we could do the same, eat in a restaurant. I called
Urbana Garden Restaurant and they have placed us back on the schedule for
the first Thursday of each month, starting July 1!
So, if you're vaccinated and feel comfortable eating indoors, join us at 7:00am
on July 1 at Urbana Garden Restaurant. It will be great to see you all again.
~Tom Ward
wardt508@comcast.net

CUCC Retirees
Monthly Lunch
Group
Our CUCC Retiree Lunch
Group got together
Tuesday, June 15th in
person at a restaurant for
the first time in 16
months. We had twenty
people attend outside
under the tent at the El
Toro Bravo Restaurant in
Champaign. Lots of
stories, laughter and
catching up happened as
we enjoyed seeing each
other again. Next month
on July 20th (3rd Tuesday
of the month), we plan to
meet at Bunny's in
Urbana for lunch.
In photo, clockwise
around the table
are: Ruth Gilbert, Lisa
Fowler, David Willcox,
Ann Marlow, Tom Ward, Peg Wade, Roger Wade, Stephen Kolderup, Chase Skye, Ellen Willcox, Marilou Hinrichs, John
Osborne, Sue Osborne, Jan Hiland, Pat McQuillen, Kent Henkel, Jeanne Ward, Linda Vaughn, Nancy Hill and Ken
Gilbert.
~ Peg and Roger Wade
Back to Top
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Children and Family Ministry
Hello CUCC families!
As you may have heard last Sunday, we are planning to
return to the sanctuary for the first time on August 8th.
Sunday School at the church building will begin on
September 12th. I am working on preparing curriculum, as well as COVID protocols to ensure we are gathering as
safely as possible. Masks will be required for leaders and kids, and I will be planning activities where we can maintain
distance. We will also utilize the Quad as an outdoor space as weather permits.
If you are not quite ready to send your child in person, that is okay. We will send weekly activities to make sure they
are still connected to CUCC, and we will be ready to welcome them when you are ready to send them!
Whether you plan to have your child participate in Sunday School in person or receive materials at home, please fill
out the registration form at this link https://forms.gle/AxNqiAwZfRthsnXz7 so we can plan for those numbers. Also, I
am going to be looking for Sunday School leaders and helpers soon. If you think you might be interested and would like
to learn more, please email me at jemcclure4@gmail.com.

Sunday School Registration Form

Now, for the important dates!
July 10th, 10-11:30 a.m. CUCC kids meet up at Busey Woods!
Let’s get together and get reacquainted. We’ll meet at the entrance to Anita Purves Nature Center, read a story, go on
a short hike, and play a game. Parents are welcome to stay! (Masks will be required)
August 8th: First service in the sanctuary
There will be no Sunday School this day, but there will be activities available for kids to do in the pews.
August 15th: Church in the park and Blessing of the Backpacks
Join us for an outdoor service where we offer a blessing for everyone about to begin the new school year. I will be
planning a short activity for kids during the message.
August 22nd: Back to service in the sanctuary
September 12th: Rally Day! Kids will receive bibles, and we will have our first official Sunday School class!
~Julie McClure
Back to Top
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Youth Group Confirmation
CUCC is looking at the possibility of providing Confirmation to youth
in 7th grade and up starting this fall.
During Confirmation, we will explore origins of our faith, different
faiths and explore what the faith journey means to each of us. Youth
will have an opportunity to write a faith statement and to share a
portion of that statement with the congregation.
Confirmands will participate in regular sessions (schedules will be
determined) and will have three required workshops. Each Confirmand will be connected to a mentor/sponsor from
the church. Youth are invited to be a member of the church at the end of Confirmation (typically sometime in May).
Please email me at jessica@community-ucc.org if you would like your youth to participate in Confirmation this fall.
Take care,
Jessica

Looking for a Missing Creche
Ruth Fisher’s daughter Meg is asking for our help. While here in town cleaning out her mother’s apartment, she is not finding a
wooden creche that she gifted her mother over the years. She knows that Ruth brought the creche to church to be used several
years and is wondering if anyone remembers where the creche may be today. I am making my way through the church building
looking for it, however, if you have any knowledge of the whereabouts of the creche we would certainly appreciate hearing from
you. Also if you could take a peek at your Christmas decorations and see if the creche may have ended up at your place accidentally,
we would appreciate if it was returned to the church as soon as possible.
Here is how Meg describes the creche:
The pieces are made of a pale, blonde wood, and the wood has been
hand painted. For example, Mary is dressed in blue, Joseph in brown,
a piping shepherd in green (?), the camel brown, the donkey gray...
The human figures stand maybe 5 or 6 inches high.
It has many carved pieces: Mary, Joseph, Christ child in manger, stable
animals, camel, angels, three wise men, each piece is stamped
Ostheimer on the bottom, carved in Germany.

Back to Top

Examples of Joseph and Mary figures found
on Ostheimer’s website today.

Contact CUCC:
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 3pm
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