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Letters from Leah
IT'S MARCH. AGAIN.
Wasn’t it just March a little bit ago? Devoid of our normal routines and hole up in our houses for days on end, time is warped. It
feels like it was just March. But, here we are, approaching the one year anniversary of the start of the pandemic.
My colleague Caela reminds me often that, “Grief anniversaries can sneak up on us. Time and time again,” say the Rev. Simmons
Wood, “I’ve talked with people who are going through a difficult time and, in the course of the conversation, found out that they
are near the time of year when they lost someone they loved. Even when we don’t remember an anniversary is coming, our
bodies and spirits often do.”
I wonder what that means for us as a community of faith, as people who live in C-U, as families and collectives of friends, as
Americans, and as global citizens as we approach the first anniversary of this major period of grief and loss, one that is still
unfolding. What does it mean that our bodies and spirits will collectively remember what we might be all too willing to push
away? Such pushing away is both a blessing and a curse – we all have ways to cope. We ought to check in with ourselves,
though, and see how our coping is working. Are we processing or avoiding? And, let’s be gentle with ourselves: sometimes just
getting through it is good enough. In fact, it is good enough.
“We humans are so wonderfully adaptable that we sometimes forget what we’re living through right now,” Caela continued
when we talked about living through this year of pandemic living, “We might be less productive at work or more irritable with our
loved ones and chastise ourselves, “What’s wrong with me?” What’s wrong with all of us right now is that we’re living through a
global catastrophe. On a regular basis these days, 3000 or so people are dying from COVID in the U.S. alone. That’s the equivalent
of eight airliners falling out of the sky. That’s the equivalent of a 9-11 every day. Kyrie eleison,” she concluded. Kyrie eleison,
Christ, have mercy, indeed.
We are living in liminal space these days, in the in-between, immersed in the pain of compounding loss and the joy of healthcare
workers, elders, and people we know receiving their vaccines. Every vaccine is a step towards restoration, and I say REJOICE!
Folks who will be waiting a long time for their vaccines will need to dig deep to find patience and we will need to sustain one
another in that patience.
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Dear ones, I hope that in this coming month of March as we live through Lent and pass our year anniversary of pandemic life, that
you will be gentle with yourself and with others. When I asked our CLB what hopes and expectations they had for the coming
year, our new, incoming moderator, Erin Ewoldt said that she hoped we would continue to have grace with each other. This is my
prayer for us, CUCC. It is also my prayer that you will have grace with yourself and allow yourself to experience your emotions
each day. Emotions are like the weather: sometimes arrive unexpectedly and may stay a little longer than we’d like, but they
aren’t forever. If you’re having persistent feelings of sadness, anger, and overwhelm, please reach out and let me know so I can
connect you with the support you need.
Continue to stay connected to one another, yes, to your church family, but also to your own families, friends, and loved ones.
Make new connections, if possible. Be part of Pub Theology or come to one of our online Fellowship activities. Come to worship.
I certainly never thought online worship would prove to be so powerful, but it is. I leave our CUCC virtual gatherings strengthened
and inspired.
Yes, it may be March again, but this March, with such a grief anniversary facing us, let’s all make space to simply “be” – to “be
still” – to “be still and know that God is God” so that we might be transformed again and again by God’s gentle grace.
Blessings,

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser

Moderator Musings
It's getting lighter. The sun rises earlier, and it's no longer pitch dark when my
workday ends. The world is metaphorically lighter too: More people are getting
vaccinated. Fewer people are hospitalized. We still need to wear masks, wash
our hands, be careful, and stay physically distant, but we can see an end to this
pandemic.
Your Church Life Board is hopeful, but we voted to keep worship remote through
April. Only 50 people can gather at a time, and this way, we can all worship
together safely. See you online!
~Elizabeth

10th Annual Illinois Interfaith Conference
Mark your calendars for the 10th Annual Illinois Interfaith Conference scheduled for March 23 and 24. This year's program will
focus on racial justice and interfaith engagement, beginning with a keynote talk from interfaith leader and civil rights activist
Valarie Kaur. Valarie will also present a workshop on Wednesday about her Revolutionary Love project. For more information
about the conference, visit https://oiir.illinois.edu/.../illinois-interfaith-conference. Registration details are forthcoming. F
You can pull info from here:
Facebook event page: https://www.facebook.com/events/1043495156144921
Webpage (Under construction): https://oiir.illinois.edu/diversityed/interfaith/illinois-interfaith-conference
Wednesday Registration Link (Tuesday is forthcoming): https://go.illinois.edu/InterfaithConference_Wednesday
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Worship Ministry Team
The Worship Committee is seeking volunteers.
The Worship Ministry Team is looking for volunteers —adults or kids—to paint small objects for a special Easter
project. If you’re interested, please contact Susan Pawlicki at spawlicki2@hotmail.com and she will send you
further details.
The second project is for Palm Sunday and the Worship Ministry Team is
making a video, similar to last year’s video. Your approximately five second
video clip will only make the final product better! You can depict part of the
verses that follow, or simply wave your palms. Costumes are welcome! The
deadline for submitting your video clip is Sunday, March 21, and you can
email or text your submission to Andy Contreras at
andyn.contreras@gmail.com or 224-703-5752. You might not have a palm
branch from the church so get creative when recording your video.
The hymn is Hosanna, Loud Hosanna and the hymn text for the video is:

“Hosanna, loud hosanna," the little children sang; through pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang;
To Jesus, who had blessed them close folded to his breast, the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best.
From Olivet they followed amid a cheering crowd, the victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud.
The one whom angels worship rode on in lowly state, and glad to see the children, slowed down the donkey's gait.
"Hosanna in the highest!" That ancient song is ours. We hail our great Redeemer and sing with all our powers:
"Hosanna, Christ, we praise you with heart and life and voice. Hosanna! In your presence forever we'll rejoice!"

Liturgist and Greeter Volunteer Opportunities
The Worship Ministry Team is seeking Liturgists and Greeters for March and April. Volunteer for either or both positions by
accessing the Sign-Up Genius Links below.
Liturgist: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-liturgists1
The liturgist can choose to lead the liturgy live (Call to Worship and reading Scripture) or by recording it
ahead of time and submitting a video. Directions are provided.

Greeter: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7-greeters3
The role of the greeter is to welcome folks by name as they sign onto Zoom. Directions are
provided.
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Lenten Spiritual Retreat Opportunities
“Create in me a clean heart, O God” Lenten Retreat
“Create in me a clean heart, O God” Lenten Retreat is now active. This retreat is similar to the very
popular 12 Days of Christmas Retreat we led in December-January, but the format has been slightly
expanded, since the email will come once a week instead of daily. The good news is that even if you did
not register for this retreat you can still see what is happening by checking the blog at
www.spiritontheprairie.blogspot.com. The blog is a way for retreat participants to interact with each
other more.

Prayer Bench Lenten Retreat Now Available
The Prayer Bench Lenten Retreat is now available. It focuses on the imagery of four birds from
scripture. It’s not too late to get in on this opportunity which includes daily links for the whole week of
Holy Week. To access this rich resource, contact either Pastor Connie Bandy at connie@communityucc.org or the church office at info@community-ucc.org.

~ Pastor Connie Bandy

A note from your Music Director
We are sad to say goodbye to our beloved Brian Clark as he relocates to Alabama, but we
wish him well in his new faculty position at University of Alabama as a Metadata Librarian. He
has served our congregation with artistry, grace, and kindness, and we are so grateful to have
worked with him.
Thank you also to the musicians who worked to make Ash Wednesday a
meaningful worship experience. Choir is continuing virtually, and we are preparing two
pieces for the Lenten season. Now is a great opportunity to see what choir is about and get
used to exercising your voice; we all sing with our mics muted during rehearsal, a shy singer's
dream scenario! New interested folx are always welcome to join CUCC Zoom choir
rehearsals, held most Wednesday nights at 7PM. Email Kathy (music@community-ucc.org)
for the link and information about how to get access to music. Past rehearsals are also
available to be viewed if you have a conflict with Wednesday night rehearsals.
- Kathy Lee
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Jubilee Café
To follow social distancing rules, we have cut the number of volunteers. We have been fortunate to have a steady group of
volunteers, but there are occasional openings.
IMPORTANT COVID-19 INFORMATION:
- If you have recently been around large groups (classes, social events, protests, etc,) please delay volunteering at Jubilee
Cafe until you know you do not have COVID-19.
- If you have not consistently worn a mask in public, please DO NOT sign up to volunteer at Jubilee Cafe.
If you are healthy and under age 60, please sign up to volunteer here: https://tinyurl.com/JubileeCafe-Volunteer Other
volunteer opportunities exist as well. Please contact Johnell Bentz, johnell.bentz@gmail.com, for more information.
~Johnell Bentz
Date

2/1/2021
2/5/2021
2/8/2021
2/12/2021
2/15/2021
2/19/2021
2/22/2021
Meals Served

Hot Meals &
Heat at Home

DREEAM
Driven to Reach
Excellence & Academic
Achievement for Males

44
52
60
40
17
55
176

92

Total
Meals
44
52
60
40
17
0
55
268

Neither cold – just 12 degrees with a chance of snow – or actual snow keeps Jubilee Café from serving those who are hungry.
Even if we must wrap ourselves in a blanket to stay warm, we are privileged because we have a house to return home to at the
end of the day. Many of our guests do not have a permanent address.
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Ministry Opportunities at CUCC
Volunteers Needed
CUCC Team
Worship Team
Worship Team

Opportunity
Edit Videos
Technical Help

Contact
Office Admin
Office Admin

Contact Info
Info@community-ucc.org
infor@community-ucc.org

Online Sign-Up

Worship Team

Liturgist

Chase Skye
Susan Pawlicki

chaseskye7@gmail.com
spawlicki2@hotmail.com

Worship Team

Greeter

Chase Skye or
Susan Pawlicki

chaseskye7@gmail.com
spawlicki2@hotmail.com

https://www.signupgenius.co
m/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7liturgists1
https://www.signupgenius.c
om/go/5080a4fadaf2aa1fa7greeters3

https://docs.google.com/s
preadsheets/d/1VROhpyuH5Exip52Jzr4JxOXsUJe
1HZxzhefK7nIass/edit?usp=
sharing

Worship Team

Hymn Leaders
& Other Music
for Worship

Music Director
Musician

music@community-ucc.org
bclark87@gmail.com

Prayer Team

Team Member

Office Admin

Info@community-ucc.org

Julie McClure

jemcclure4@gmail.com

Johnell Bentz

johnell.bentz@gmail.com

Children’s Ministry
Jubilee Café

Event
Planner/Leader
Meal Prep,
Cook, Clean-up

Article

https://tinyurl.com/Jubilee
Cafe-Volunteer
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Upcoming One-Time Events
Mark your calendars for these CUCC events!
Monday, March 1 – Wednesday, March 31
Thursday, March 4, 7:00am: Men’s Breakfast
Sunday, March 7, 11:30am: Breakout Room during worship for Youth PreK – 5th grade
Sunday, March 7, 11:30am: Newcomers Group by Zoom following worship
Monday, March 8, 9:00am -3:00pm: Church Office Closed ~ Office Admin away for the day
Sunday, March 14, 02:00am: Daylight Savings Time Begins – Spring Forward
Sunday, March 14, 10:15am: One Great Hour of Sharing Offering ~ Let Love Flow
Sunday, March 14, 10:15am: Breakout Room during worship for Youth PreK – 5th grade
Sunday, March 14, 11:30am: Newcomers Group by Zoom following worship
Tuesday, March 16, 11:30am: Monthly Retirees’ Luncheon by Zoom
Tuesday, March 16, 6:30pm: Church Life Board Meeting by Zoom
Sunday, March 21, 10:15am: Palm Sunday Videos due to Andy Contreras
Tuesday, March 23, 5:30pm: 10th Annual Illinois Annual Interfaith Conference
Wednesday, March 24, 10:00am – 4:00pm: 10th Annual Illinois Annual Interfaith Conference
Sunday, March 28, 10:15am: Breakout Room during worship for Youth PreK – 5th grade

Daylight Saving Time Starts: Sunday, March 14, 2021

See the chart below for re-occurring events and Zoom meeting information. Be sure to check the CUCC Facebook page for updates.
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Weekly Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC
Event

Day

Time

Meeting ID

Passcode

Join Zoom Meeting

Dial by Your
Location
+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Worship

Sun

10:15AM

391 847 803

788969

Youth Group
(6th -12th grade)

Sun

1:30PM

402 056 418

578953

https://zoom.us/j/391847803?pw
d=ZmNvaHJYZm1uUUQrdTNBd2N
RZThDZz09
https://zoom.us/j/402056418?pw
d=SklXaFBUMlBZQ0lvNTFUNVhWe
VF0QT09

Evening Worship &
Other Gatherings

Any

6:30PM

847 5319 7334

675757

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84
753197334?pwd=ZENQVDNjY0
RQMWxNVXRjd2w3WDFVZz09

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Pub Theology

Mon

7:15PM

954 5707 0801

902078

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Choir

Wed

7:00PM

326 389 912

854849

CUCC Community
Drop-In Hour

Thu

12PM
(Noon)

947 196 457

735760

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/9545707
0801?pwd=WmlBN3AyVkFiTFBDU
UtLMjNuZ0t4Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/326389912?pw
d=ZExZVWZqRkI4dFRvZEgrckVmQk
Y2Zz09
https://zoom.us/j/947196457

Men’s Breakfast

Monthly
1st Thu

7:00AM

829 1216 9514

636040

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/82912 +1 312 626 6799 US
169514?pwd=NE9OR1dNaE9nO (Chicago)
GZIdTlNUnR1SjlVUT09

CUCC Retirees’
Luncheon

Monthly
3rd Tue

11:30AM

935 3696
7862

103227

https://illinois.zoom.us/j/9353696
7862?pwd=VndIN0Nab1FVcG5VW
UdRWTVIV

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)
+1 312 626 6799
US (Chicago)

Monthly Zoom Meetings and Events at CUCC

+1 312 626 6799 US
(Chicago)

Again & Again Spotify Playlist
You may recognize the logo to the left as the theme of our Lenten
series this year. If you are looking for a playlist to listen to this
Lenten season A Sanctified Art provided a Spotify list of Lenten
music. It covers many different genres. I have been listening while
working and thought I would share the link. I hope you enjoy some
of the songs on the playlist as much as I have. Let me know if you
have any problems accessing the link.
~ Carla Rush, Office Admin
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/0gneeIhVu9VAXVL6fgiQFo?si=888e6e4b51034e80
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Mission Ministry Team
We wanted to give you a little advance notice about a special offering that will be held soon! Our church participates in several
offerings for parts of the wider United Church of Christ. The first of those each year is called "One Great Hour of Sharing” and it
will happen on March 14th (although as usual, we will take your gifts either before or after that exact date if the 14th is not
convenient for you!) The theme for this year's offering is "Let Love Flow", and in a very real sense, that is what the offering is
used for. Through the UCC's Wider Church Ministries, the UCC responds to a variety of global and local concerns by providing
advocacy, sustainable development resources, long term disaster recovery support, and assistance for refugee and asylum
seekers. During this year, the needs have never been greater! We hope to share some specific examples with you of what your
gifts will be used for on the Sundays leading to March 14th, but you can rest assured that if you make an offering toward One
Great Hour of Sharing, your money will be well spent as a way to let your love flow to others in need.
Thanks in advance for your generosity!
Jeanne Ward and Kristy Brownfield - Mission Ministry Team

Back to Top

9

Men’s Breakfast
All men/those identifying as men are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00AM. We are
currently doing a Zoom breakfast each month until it is safe for all of us to meet in person again. In March, we will be meeting on
March 4.
Topic: Men’s Breakfast
Time: Mar 4, 2021 7:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting: https://illinois.zoom.us/j/82912169514?pwd=NE9OR1dNaE9nOGZIdTlNUnR1SjlVUT09
Meeting ID: 829 1216 9514
Passcode: 636040
Dial by your location: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

~Tom Ward
wardt508@comcast.net

Retiree’s Zoom Lunch
The CUCC’s Retiree’s December Zoom Lunch will be Tuesday, March 16 at 11:30am. Watch for a zoom link for the
lunch coming soon. We hope you will join us for fellowship, sharing, laughs and lunch.
-Roger & Peg

Cookbook
The demand for The Keep Calm and Cook On CUCC Pandemic Cookbooks required another printing
of cookbooks. That printing is now completed, and we now have additional cookbooks available
for purchase for a small fee of just $5.00. Cookbooks can be purchased by contacting Peg Wade at
(217) 552-5129 or peg.wade@comcast.net or contact the Church Office at (271) 344-5091 or
info@community-ucc.org.
- Peg & Randy
Community Building/Hospitality Co Chairs
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Lots of Fun at the Valentine’s Party
Laughs, music, learning new skills, and playing games were a few of the things the 26 participants enjoyed at the CUCC zoom
Valentine’s Party on February 12th. Whether we were guessing songs and artists, decorating cupcakes, watching Phoebe
Gerstenecker show us awesome tips to decorate our cupcakes, watching Anna Barnes show us how to make a yummy looking
salted butter caramel sauce, watching a cool video from Jeff Stovall of how he makes a metal rose, playing a Valentine word game
or playing a Valentine scavenger hunt, there was something for everyone! A special thanks to Chelsey and David Gerstenecker
for serving as our hosts for the party. They really helped make it a fun event for all of us.

Phoebe decorating cupcakes

Anna cooking her salted butter caramel sauce

Daehyun Lee won the metal rose that Jeff donated – first place prize in the Valentine word game.
The Radke Family won 2nd place and
Jan Hiland and Stephen Kolderup won 3rd place.
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Children and Family Ministry
Hi CUCC families!
It's hard to believe it's March already. As we come upon a year of connecting virtually, I want to say how much I've enjoyed
connecting with your kids and finding creative ways to keep them engaged with CUCC. That said, I cannot wait to gather again in
person when it's safe.
This month we will plan on having break out rooms on March 14th and 28th. Hopefully you all received a packet of kid-friendly
Lent devotions in your Lenten deliveries last month. It's a great way to connect as a family during this season, and we will draw
from those lessons for our breakout rooms. Watch for more kid activities to show up in your Holy Week packs later this month!
~Julie McClure

Youth Group
Watch your inbox and messages from Jessica with details about upcoming Youth Group meetings and activities.
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Thank You
Thank you" to all the wonderful families who prepared and brought us meals while our family was sick with Covid.
A special "shout out" to Kathy Kew Lee, who within an hour of finding out we were all so sick, reached out to us. She made us
food and brought us a wonderful "Get Well" goodie box filled with all sorts of amazing goodies that same afternoon!
Additionally, Beth Hogan, Peggy Wade, Catherine White, Laura Stevens, Brittany Mahannah, Julie McClure, & Ann Hart all brought
us the best, warmest, most delicious food. (I hope I'm not forgetting anyone!) We can't thank you enough. Our family was so sick,
none of us could move. We surely would not have done as well as we did without these ladies and UCC prayers.
Update: John and I (Tina) did have to go into the hospital and
get the antibody infusion. This means we are still susceptible to
the virus and cannot get the vaccine until 90 days after the
infusion. (So late April for us). Annabeth is doing well. While we
have all since tested negative, John and I were diagnosed with
Covid related Post Viral Fatigue Syndrome. We both have "brain
fog," but I have the additional extreme exhaustion. Thankfully,
John and Annabeth are doing well enough that we are doing ok.
There are some days when I can help out too!
Again, thank you so much. We love UCC. This is exactly how churches are supposed to be to God's people.
We look forward to joining officially once things are open again.
God bless,
John, Tina, Annabeth (& Matt) Cowsert

CUCC Office Hours
The CUCC Office is open Monday – Thursday 9AM – 3PM. Usually I work from home Monday –
Wednesday checking emails and phone messages then work at the church on Thursday. The office
will be closed Monday, March 8th as I take a day of vacation, reopening Tuesday, March 9th for
regular hours 9AM – 3PM the remainder of the week. If I can help you with anything your ministry is
working on, please do not hesitate to be in touch.
~ Carla Rush, Office Admin

Contact CUCC:
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org
Office Hours: Monday - Thursday | 9am - 3pm
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