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Thoughts before Worship:
Margaret Wheatley asks what we really believe about others and encourages us, in the face of the worst horrors of
humanity, not to forget about human goodness. “Asking us to notice if we believe in human goodness is not a
philosophical question,” she writes. “We will either retreat or move closer together, depending on what we believe
about each other. Courageous acts aren’t done by people who believe in human badness.” What do we really
believe about human beings? Are we willing to retain and be led by compassion?
Welcome and a Word About Worship

Prelude

I Need Thee Every Hour

Rev. Nate Brantingham

Brian Clark
Music Composer: Hawks/Lowry, arranged by Paul Cardall

Call to Worship
Andy Contreras
Come to worship this day not because you must
But because you are beckoned by the Human One, the Holy One who came to be with us on earth
Come to worship this day not because you are ordered to follow
But because you are invited to follow
Come to worship to be reminded of not of what is forced upon you
But because of what is called – to look upon one another with kindness, to love your neighbor and your enemy,
to carry their pack the extra mile.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes
persons of any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation, or life condition. May the Divine Presence become
real to you through this time of worship. We hope you come back!

Opening Prayer
Robert Wiggins
Holy one, these days we feel like we are in the weeds, overwhelmed by the pandemic, worried for health care staff,
teachers, and front line workers, fearful of what could play out on our national stage, and concerned for our country.
Frustration runs high as tensions stretch us – we are short tempered with one another, grasping for control, and
tired. We are so very tired. It is easy for us to shortchange those around us, to become hard-hearted in an attempt to
cope, and look upon the pain of our neighbor with indifference. Soften our callousness, Oh Lord. Help us to believe
deeply in the goodness of the human spirit and allow that goodness to shine, as you look upon us with compassion, may
we be emboldened to do the same. Amen

Opening Hymn

Amazing Grace

NCH 547 v 1-3
Led byEmilie and Graham Edwards
Words by John Newton, Arr. Edwin O. Excell

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come:
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

Passing of the Peace

Children’s Moment

Lily Holmes and Andrew Gupta

Sacred Reading from the Hebrew Bible
Zechariah 7:8-10
8 The word of the LORD came to Zechariah, saying: 9Thus says the LORD of hosts: Render true judgements, show kindness
and mercy to one another; 10do not oppress the widow, the orphan, the alien, or the poor; and do not devise evil in your
hearts against one another.

Message 1

Social Justice Centered Compassion
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Andrew Gupta

Sacred Reading from the Gospel
Matthew 13:24-30
24 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed
in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went
away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds
come from?” 28He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather
them?” 29But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of
them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’

Message 2

Living Amongst Disagreements, Even Toxic

Francesco Cenerini

Sacred Reading from the Gospel
Matthew 9:35-38
35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the
kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. 36When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful,
but the labourers are few; 38therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’

Message 3

Going Out Into the World with Compassion, Work to Do!

Musical Response

There is a Balm in Gilead

Marcus Frye

NCH 553
Led by Jon Ebel and Kathy Lee
African American Spiritual

Refrain
There is a balm in Gilead, to make the wounded whole,
there is a balm in Gilead, to heal the sin-sick soul.

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work's in vain,
But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. (refrain)

Don't ever feel discouraged, for Jesus is your friend,
Who, if you ask for knowledge, will never fail to lend. (refrain)

If you cannot preach like Peter, if you cannot pray like Paul,
you can tell the love of Jesus, who died to save us all. (refrain)

Call to Offering

Lily Holmes

(Prayer requests may be submitted by using the Chat Button on Zoom and Commenting on Facebook. These requests will
be voiced by the Pastor during the Prayers of the People following the Offertory.)
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Sharing our Prayer Requests
• Sophie Lohmann
• Justo Gonzalez, most recent interim Conference Minister in the Illinois Conference, and spouse James
• Jubilee Café Guests
o Mark Wood
o Leo Wood and family
• Violence against our black and brown siblings
o Marcellis Stimette
o Tafarra Williams
o Walter Wallace Jr.
o Mareja Pratt
o Angel Unique aka Angel Haynes
o Kevin Patterson Jr
• Residual trauma all black and brown people experience every time there is trauma against black and brown
people in this country.
• People of our country

Offertory

Come My Way, My Truth, My Life

CUCC Singers
Kristy Brownfield, Jennifer Cromley,
Matthew Hart, Anita Stein, Iris Swanson
Kathy Lee Director
Ralph Vaugh

Prayers for the People

Ilsa Kantori

Commissioning of the Community
Closing Hymn

Bless God, O My Soul

NCH 547 v 1, 2, 4
Led by Elena Negruta
Words by Russell E. Sonafrank II, Music by Stephen J. Morris

Response
Bless God, O my soul! All within me bless God’s name!
Bless God, who, was, and is, and shall ever be the same!
When we suffer, God sends healing when we sin, our God forgives;
From the grave our God redeems us, and by grace, we rise to live! (response)
With compassion God works justice when oppression shackles truth;
Like the phoenix, God restores us to the vigor of our youth. (response)
As a parent’s love is endless, so God’s mercy follows us;
For the One who framed our being well recalls that we are dust! (response)

Blessing and Benediction

Rev. Nate Brantingham
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