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Champaign, Illinois    Worship for Ordinary Time 25A Emergent Strategy Week 2: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds      Sep. 20, 2020  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes 
persons of any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation, or life condition. May the Divine Presence become 
real to you through this time of worship. We hope you come back!  
 

  

                                                                                  

 

Thoughts before Worship:  

“How do we cultivate the muscle of radical imagination needed to dream together beyond fear? ….We need to move 
from competitive ideation, collaborative ideation.  It isn’t about having the number one best idea, but having ideas 
that come from, and work for, more people.  When we speak of systematic change, we need to be fractal.  Fractals – 
a way to speak of the patterns we see – move from the micro to macro level.  The same spirals on seashells can be 
found in the shape of galaxies.  We must create patterns that cycle upwards.  We are microsystems.  (We each hold 
contradictions….) Our friendships and relationship are systems.  Our communities are systems.  Let us practice 
upwards.”      

- from the chapter entitled “Fractals” of Emergent Strategy by Andrienne Maree Brown 
 

Welcome and a Word About Worship               Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser                     
It is the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time in the Christian Calendar.  Today, we continue “Shaping Change, Changing 
Worlds: A worship series in concert with Emergent Strategy by Adrienne Maree Brown”. Drawing deeply upon the work 
of Octavia Butler, Adrienne Maree Brown invites us to examine our human relationship to change while also inviting us 
to shape the futures in which we want to live.  As a church, we arrive at this future-shaping work as followers in the Way 
of Jesus – Jesus’ entire ministry was an invitation to enact the Reign of God, to have “thy Kin-dom come”.  Today, we 
focus on fractals and the relationship between small and large, or, as Brown puts it, “the never-ending patterns that are 
self-similar across different scales….created by repeating a simple process over and over in an ongoing feedback loop.”  
As people of faith, we ask ourselves where repeating patterns show up in the practice of our faith. If we continue to 
insist upon life over death, courage over fear, generosity over scarcity, hospitality over hostility, peace over violence, 
and love over indifference in relation to ourselves, our neighbors, and our enemies, we enact never-ending patterns that 
shapes the future.  Isn’t that what the Reign of God looks like?  As we sit with these questions, I would invite you to take 
a deep breath.  And another.  Breathe fully down to your toes.  Exhale just as fully.  Continue to breathe deeply, with 
intention, as we prepare ourselves for worship.   
 
  Prelude Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                    Brian Clark 

Music Composer: John Wyeth, arr. William Joseph 

  
Call to Worship  -- with adapted words from the introduction to “Emergent Strategy”                                  Randy Ewoldt 
Thank you for being here today, for opening yourself to this moment, for choosing to be in community.  Wherever you 
are in the world, wherever you are beginning, take a deep breath and notice how you feel in your body.  

Remember the sacredness of your body – we practice an incarnational faith.   
Notice how the world around you feels.  

Remember, we practice a lived faith.   
Take a breath for the day you have had so far. And a breath for this precious moment, which cannot be recreated.   

Remember, we practice a creational and re-creational faith.  
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Take another breath, and another.  
Now, take another breathe for the day and night coming.  
Hear these words: here you are, in the cycle between the past and the future, choosing to spend your miraculous time in 
community, in worship, and in these coming weeks in the exploration of how humans, especially those seeking to grow 
liberation and justice, can learn from the world around us.   

Remember, we practice a faith wherein Jesus was always pointing at the Holy in the world around – in the lost 
sheep, the widow woman, the birds of the air. 

We can learn from the world around us, how to best collaborate, how to shape change.    
 
Invocation                  Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser                      
Creator God, Creating still, we pause in our day to stand in awe of your majesty and the wonder of creation – we give 
thanks for the patterns across creation that remind us of the sacred cycles of life: The swirl of our finger print and the 
shape of galaxies mimic one another. From nautilus shells to cauliflower, hurricanes and fiddleheads we see the sacred 
spiral repeated over and over again.  The veins in our bodies and river deltas look the same from afar.  Everywhere we 
turn, when we spy the worlds you have set into motion, we give you thanks and praise.  Creator God, Creating still, may 
your hands move in our worship today, stirring up newness of life in our lives.  Amen.   
   
Opening Song  Draw the Circle Wide                                                Songbook 21 

Led by David Willcox 
 Words and Music Gordon Light, Arr. Michael Bloss 

 

Draw the circle wide. Draw it wilder still. Let this be our song, 
no one stands alone, standing side by side, draw the circle wide. 

 
God the still-point of the circle, 
round whom all creation turns; 
nothing lost, but held forever 

in God’s gracious arms. (Refrain) 
 

Let our hearts touch far horizons, 
so encompass great and small; 
let our loving know no borders, 
faithful to God’s call. (Refrain) 

 
Let the dreams we_ dream be larger, 

than we’ve ever dreamed before; 
let the dream of Christ be in us, 

open every door. (Refrain) 
 

 

 Call to Confession                              Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser                     

 
Prayer of Confession                                                  Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser  
Holy One, we forget that we are part of One Body, interconnected to myriad microsystems from families, to 
communities, to economies, to nature itself, to our own selves.  Forgive us for thinking we are independent.  Forgive our 
selfish ways.  We do not know how to work as One Body, competing instead of collaborating, often grappling with 
making decisions together, struggling to share resources, forgetting that our actions impact others.  We want a different 
world, but have a hard time living in a way that embodies that difference.  Free us from old patterns of living so that we 
might adopt new ones.  May transformation reign. As change continues, may we not only deconstruct what is harmful, 
but reconstruct what is life-giving.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.   
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Assurance of Pardon and Invitation to New Life                            Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser               
In her poem “On the Pulse of the Morning” Maya Angelou writes, “Each new hour holds new chances/For new 
beginnings/Do not be wedded forever/To fear, yoked eternally/to brutishness./The horizon leans forward/Offering you 
space to place new steps of change.”  In Christ, we are all forgiven, already made new, so do not be wedded forever to 
the past.  Step into the new.  Amen and Amen.  
 

Passing the Peace 

 

Anthem Love is love is love is love                Kathy Lee 
Words and Music by Abbie Betinis 

Licensed for non-commercial distribution through the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND 4.0 International License 
Justice Choir Songbook Volume 1 

www.justicechoir.org 

 

 

http://www.justicechoir.org/
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Children’s Moment                        Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser  

(after Children’s Moment, children 5th-12thGraders are invited to go to the Breakout Room for Sunday School) 

(requires a 2nd device for the children to access the breakout room) 

(children return to worship when their lesson is complete) 

               

Prelude to Scripture           Randy Ewoldt             
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now to the meaning they 
might hold for us on this day. 
 
 
Sacred Reading from the Gospels                                                          Matthew 14:13-21            
 13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds 
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. 14When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. 15When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a deserted 
place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food for 
themselves.’ 16Jesus said to them, ‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ 17They replied, ‘We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ 18And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’ 19Then he ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, 
and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20And all ate and were filled; and they took up 
what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. 21And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. 
 
Postlude to Scripture 
Together, let us say: 
 May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives. 
 
 
Song   Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                                              NCH 459 

Led by Chloe Robberts-Mosser 
Robert Robinson, John Wyeth 

 

Come, O Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing your grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount; I'm fixed upon it, mount of God’s unfailing love. 

 
Here I pause in my sojourning, giving thanks for having come,  
come to trust, at every turning, God will guide me safely home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God, 
Come to rescue me from danger, blessed body, precious blood. 

 
O to grace how great a debtor daily I am drawn anew! 

Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to you. 
Prone to wander, I can feel it, wander from the love I’ve known: 

Here's my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for your very own. 
 

 
Message “Look at you Thumb”: spirals, patterns, & the relationship between big picture/small things 

             Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser  
 
 
 



         

6 
 

Call to Offering and Call for Prayer Requests                                Randy Ewoldt                   
Adrienne Maree Brown reminds us that, “We are learning what is means to be somebodies who shape the future, to 
operate at the scale of transformation.”  Our giving shapes the future – the future of college students who find a home 
away from home in UCC Campus Ministry, the future of people who receive homecooked nutritious dinners through 
Jubilee Café, the future of LGBTQ+ people who receive life-affirming affirmation through the witness of our Open and 
Affirming congregation, the future of strangers who live a world away who find peace during a time of turbulence in our 
livestreamed worship service, the future of children who experience the love and support of this community of faith, the 
future of folks like you and me who find a sense of purpose, connection, and service in and through the life of our 
church.  Our giving shapes our immediate future and the future of people we will never even meet.  When our giving is 
combined, we operate on the scale of transformation. If you have finances to share, please go to www.community-
ucc.org and click donate in order to give.  Thank you so much for your contribution.  May God bless and multiply all that 
we offer.    
 
(Prayer requests may be submitted by using the Chat Button on Zoom and Commenting on Facebook. These requests will 
be voiced by the Pastor during the Prayers of the People following the Offertory.)  
 
 
Offertory  Creating God, Your Fingers Trace                             Elena Negruta 

   Jeffery Rowthorn, Eugene W. Hancock 
 

Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of 
farthest space; Let sun and moon and stars and light 

and what lies hidden praise your might. 
 

Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth's mysteries known or 
yet untold; Let water's fragile blend with air, 

enabling life, proclaim your care. 
 

Redeeming God, your arms embrace all now despised for 
creed or race; Let peace, descending like a dove, 

make known on earth your healing love. 
 

Indwelling God, your gospel claims one family with a 
billion names; Let every life be touched by grace 

until we praise you face to face. 
     

  

Sharing our Prayer Requests 

• Jubilee Café Guests 
o Mark Wood 
o Leo Wood and family 

• Natural Disasters 
o Wildfires in western United States – California, Oregon, Washington State 

▪ UCC Outdoor Camps in path of fires 
o Tropical Storms and Hurricanes southern and eastern United States 

• Violence against religious and worship spaces 
o Chabad House at University of Delaware  

• Violence against our black and brown siblings 
o Dijon Kizzee 

o Daniel Prude 

o Nickolas Chavez 

http://www.community-ucc.org/
http://www.community-ucc.org/
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o Roger Walker 

o Robert Coleman 

o Isabella Mia Lofton 

o Elle Che 

o KaKedius “Rebel” Reid 

• Anthony Huber 

• Joseph Rosenbaum 

• Residual trauma all black and brown people experience every time there is trauma against black and brown 
people in this country.  

• People of our country   
 

Morning Prayer and Prayer of the People              Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser     
                                                                 
Commissioning of the Community               Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser 
 
Closing Song  God of Change and God Glory         NCH 177 v 1,2 

      Al Carmines   
 

God of change and glory, God of time and space; 

when we fear the future, give to us your grace. 

In the midst of changing ways, give us still the grace to praise. 

 

Refrain: 

Many gifts, one Spirit, one love known in many way. 

In our difference is blessing, from diversity we praise 

‘one Giver, one Word, one Spirit, one God known in many ways, 

Hallowing our days. For the Giver, for the gifts, praise, praise, praise! 

 

God of many colors, God of many signs, 

you have made us different, blessing many kinds. 

As the old ways disappear, let your love cast out our fear. 
                   

 
 

 
 Blessing and Benediction              Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser   
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Serving Today 

Ministers: The Community of Community UCC 
Preacher: Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser 

Liturgist: Randy Ewoldt 
Organist: Brian Clark 

Director of Music Ministry: Kathy Lee 
Audio/Video: Director of Campus Ministry, Rev Nate Brantingham 

Audio/Video: Andy Contreras, Andrew Gupta 
Zoom Room Greeter:  Sue Osborne  

  
CUCC Staff 

 Pastor: Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser 
 leah@community-ucc.org 

 Parish Associate: 
 Rev. Connie Bandy | connie@community-ucc.org 

Director of Youth Ministries:  
 Jessica Smiley | jessica@community-ucc.org 

Director of Music Ministries: 
 Kathy Lee | music@community-ucc.org 

Childcare Coordinator: 
Courtney Hayman | childcare@community-ucc.org 

 
  

Organist: Brian Clark |organ@community-ucc.org 

Commissioned Minister of Congregational Health:   
Linda Morgan | lindamorgan@sbcglobal.net 

Office Manager:   
 Carla Rush| info@community-ucc.org 

 
Your Ministry Team Leaders  

-Community Building:  
Peg Wade and Randy Musser 

-Usher Coordinator:   

 
-Care Team: Jeff & Tina Stovall -Sound Coordinator: Roger Wade 

-Prayer Shawls: Elena Kasper -Clerk: Shane Brownfield 

-Meal Train: Jennifer Robbennolt -Moderator:  Jon Ebel        

-Driver’s Ministry: Becky Sheridan and John Osborne Past Moderator: John Murphy 

-Card Ministry: Peg Wade -Incoming Moderator: Elizabeth Shack 

-Healing Music Ministry: Marilou Hinrichs -UCC Campus Ministry Liaison: Ilsa Kantola 

-Health and Wellness Team: Doug Irwin -Pastoral Relations: Cara Finnegan 

-Finance: Roger Wade (treasurer), David Willcox (financial 
secretary) 

-Personnel Committee: Anna Barnes  

-Mission: Nancy Smith and Ramona Oswald -Sound & Ethical Practices (SEP): Grant Robbennolt and Kyle 
Mahannah 

-Identity: Keri Evans and (pending) -Buildings & Grounds: Tom Ward and Matthew Hart            
-Children & Family: Julie McClure and (pending)  -Contracts & Insurance: (pending) 

-Worship: Chase Skye and Susan Pawlicki  

 
 

United Church Foundation (UCC Campus Ministry) 
Director of Campus Ministry: Nate Brantingham (nate@ucccampusministry.org) 

http://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/ 

 
Community United Church of Christ  

805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL 61820 
Phone: (217) 344-5091 ~ Website: www.community-ucc.org ~ Email: info@community-ucc.org 

 

Words for Hymns reprinted with permission under One License #A-734456. All rights reserved. 
CCLI Music License #3154689 

CCLI Streaming License #20117321 

http://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/
mailto:info@community-ucc.org
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