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Thoughts before Worship:
A Complex Movement by Adrienne Maree Brown
over and over again
it becomes known
the peace we seek
is seeking us
the joy a full bud
awaiting our attention
justice in our hands
longing to be practiced
the whole world
learning
from within

this thrilling mote in the universe
laboratory
labyrinth
internalize demands
you are the one
you are waiting for
externalize love
bind together us into
a greater self
a complex movement
a generative abundance
an embodied evolution

learn to be here
critique is a seductress
her door is always open
so what if you get some
we are going further
past reform, to wonder
this requires comprehension
that cannot fit in words
out beyond our children
beyond the end of time
there is a ceaseless cycle
a fractal of sublime
and we come to create it
to soil our hands and faces
loving loving and loving
ourselves, and all our places

Welcome and a Word About Worship
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
th
It is the 24 Sunday in Ordinary Time in the Christian Calendar and today, Community United Church of Christ in
Champaign, Illinois, and Land of the Sky United Church of Christ in Ashville, North Carolina, begin “Shaping Change,
Changing Worlds: A worship series in concert with Emergent Strategy by Adrienne Maree Brown”. In this series which
will carry us through the first week of November, we will acknowledge that our world is rapidly changing. Some of these
changes we welcome while others we rail against. We struggle and grieve; we rejoice and breath sighs of relief. All of
this is true. Drawing deeply upon the work of Octavia Butler, Adrienne Maree Brown invites us to examine our human
relationship to change while also inviting us to shape the futures in which we want to live. We arrive at this future
shaping work as followers in the Way of Jesus – Jesus’ entire ministry was an invitation to enact the Reign of God, to
have “thy Kin-dom come”, and that, friends, is an invitation to shape the future if there ever was one. We live in
complex times. How might our faith help us navigate it? How might this contemporary wisdom speak to the practice of
our faith? This morning, we begin by asking “What is Emergent Strategy?” And how might we “Get in Right Relation to
Change?” After all, some folks believe that God is change. As we sit with these questions, I would invite you to take a
deep breath. And another. Breathe fully down to your toes. Exhale just as fully. Continue to breathe deeply, with
intention, as we prepare ourselves for worship.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes
persons of any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation, or life condition. May the Divine Presence become
real to you through this time of worship. We hope you come back!

Gathering Music

Near the Cross

Brian Clark
Music Composer: Frances J. Crosby arr. Greg Howlett

Call to Worship -- with adapted words from the introduction to “Emergent Strategy”
Jennifer Cromley
Thank you for being here today, for opening yourself to this moment, for choosing to be in community. Wherever you
are in the world, wherever you are beginning, take a deep breath and notice how you feel in your body.
Remember the sacredness of your body – we practice an incarnational faith.
Notice how the world around you feels.
Remember, we practice a lived faith.
Take a breath for the day you have had so far. And a breath for this precious moment, which cannot be recreated.
Remember, we practice a creational and re-creational faith.
Take another breath, and another.
Now, take another breathe for the day and night coming.
Hear these words: here you are, in the cycle between the past and the future, choosing to spend your miraculous time in
community, in worship, and in these coming weeks in the exploration of how humans, especially those seeking to grow
liberation and justice, can learn from the world around us.
Remember, we practice a faith wherein Jesus was always pointing at the Holy in the world around – in the lost
sheep, the widow woman, the birds of the air.
We can learn from the world around us, how to best collaborate, how to shape change.

Invocation
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
Creator God, Creating still, we pause in our day to stand in awe of your majesty and the wonder of creation – we give
thanks for the seeds that grow and leaves that change color, for ocean tides and cycles of the moon. We marvel at the
way in which you have ordered creation to be ever changing, transforming, new – where nothing is wasted. What dies
returns to the earth and becomes nutrients for what is already growing. For the worlds you have set into motion, we
give you thanks and praise. Creator God, Creating still, may your hands move in our worship today, stirring up newness
of life in our lives. Amen.

Opening Song

In the Midst of New Dimensions

NCH 391 vv 1, 3, 5
Julian Rush

In the midst of new dimensions, in the face of changing ways,
Who will lead the pilgrim peoples wandering in their separate ways?
Refrain:
God of rainbow, fiery pillar, leading where the eagles soar, we your people,
ours the journey, now and ever, now and ever, now and evermore.
As we stand a world divided, by our own self-seeking schemes,
Grant that we, your global village, might envision wider dreams. Refrain
Should the threats of dire predictions cause us to withdraw in pain,
May your blazing phoenix spirit resurrect the church again. Refrain

Call to Confession

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
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Prayer of Confession
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
Holy One, we find ourselves in a world rife with change. We, like the people of old, fear change and fear the unknown
that accompanies it. As a result, we put our faith in an economy of scarcity and rush to hoard, enclose, divide, fence up,
and prioritize resources. Instead of practicing extravagant welcome and radical hospitality, we prioritize people. Holy
one, forgive us when we give into the false gospel of fear instead of living out of your Gospel of Abundance and Love.
Free us from fear’s grip so that we might live fully into our vocation of healer, instead of living complicit with death
dealers. Giver of grace, restore what is broken in us we pray, and in that same measure of grace, may we restore what is
broken in the world around us. In the name of Jesus we pray, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon and Invitation to New Life
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
Across her right pectoral, Rihanna has a tattoo that reads, “Never a failure, always a lesson.” Never a failure, always a
lesson. Every time we come this cycle of calling ourselves to confession, offering up our confessions, and receiving the
assurance that we are forgiven, made into new and renewed beings, remember this: never a failure, always a lesson.
When we offer what we have done and what we have left undone up to God, instead of holding on these mistakes and
omissions so tightly, we allow the Spirit to work, to transform, to offer us back the stuff of our lives as growth material
instead of lifeless decay. Never a failure, always a lesson. Hear these words, in Christ, we are all forgiven and made
new. Amen and Amen.
Passing the Peace
Children’s Moment

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser

(after Children’s Moment, children PreK-5thGraders are invited to go to the Breakout Room for Sunday School)
(requires a 2nd device for the children to access the breakout room)
(children return to worship when their lesson is complete)

Prelude to Scripture
Jennifer Cromley
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now to the meaning they
might hold for us on this day.
Sacred Reading from the Gospels
Matthew 6:25-34
25
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what
you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither
sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
27
And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown
into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we
eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
34

‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.

Postlude to Scripture
Together, let us say:
May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives.
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Song

God’s Eye Is on the Sparrow

NCH 475
Led by Jennifer Kew and Kathy Lee
Civilla D. Martin, Charles H. Gabriel

Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come,
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home,
When God is ever my portion? My constant friend will be:
God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know God watches me;
God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know God watches me.
Refrain
I sing because I’m happy,
I sing because I’m free,
God’s eye is on the sparrow,
And I know God watches me.
“Let not your heart be troubled,” whenever clouds arise,
And resting on God’s goodness, I lose my doubts and fears;
Though by the path God leads, but one step I may see;
God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know God watches me;
God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know God watches me.
Whenever I am tempted, whenever clouds arise,
When songs give place to sighing, when hope within me dies,
I draw the close to my Savior, from care I am set free;
God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know God watches me;
God’s eye is on the sparrow, and I know God watches me.

Message

What is Emergent Strategy: Getting in Right Relation to Change?
Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser

Call to Offering and Call for Prayer Requests
Jennifer Cromley
Adrienne Maree Brown reminds us that, “We are learning what is means to be somebodies who shape the future, to
operate at the scale of transformation.” Our giving shapes the future – the future of college students who find a home
away from home in UCC Campus Ministry, the future of people who receive homecooked nutritious dinners through
Jubilee Café, the future of LGBTQ+ people who receive life-affirming affirmation through the witness of our Open and
Affirming congregation, the future of strangers who live a world away who find peace during a time of turbulence in our
livestreamed worship service, the future of children who experience the love and support of this community of faith, the
future of folks like you and me who find a sense of purpose, connection, and service in and through the life of our
church. Our giving shapes our immediate future and the future of people we will never even meet. When our giving is
combined, we operate on the scale of transformation. If you have finances to share, please go to www.communityucc.org and click donate in order to give. Thank you so much for your contribution. May God bless and multiply all that
we offer.
(Prayer requests may be submitted by using the Chat Button on Zoom and Commenting on Facebook. These requests will
be voiced by the Pastor during the Prayers of the People following the Offertory.)
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Offertory

Shenandoah - American Folk Song

Jennifer Kew and Kathy Lee
arranged by Mary Goetze

Sharing our Prayer Requests
• Jubilee Café Guests
• Violence against religious and worship spaces
o Chabad House at University of Delaware
• Violence against our black and brown siblings
o Sgt. Elder Fernandes
o Treyford Pellerin
o Jacob Blake
o Dijon Kizzee
o Daniel Prude
• Anthony Huber
• Joseph Rosenbaum
• Residual trauma all black and brown people experience every time there is trauma against black and brown
people in this country.
• People of our country
Morning Prayer and Prayer of the People

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser

Commissioning of the Community

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser

Closing Song

Here I Am Lord

Songbook #65
Daniel L. Shutte

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain.
I have wept for love of them, they turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them s for love alone.
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them, my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide, till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them, Whom shall I send?
Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart

Blessing and Benediction

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
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