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Thoughts before worship:
Measuring
By Gunilla Norris
from Becoming Bread Embracing the Spiritual in the Everyday
Made of glad, the measuring cup
is transparent. It holds and it measures
as in music. There is a rhythm here —
a rightness … something tempered.
It is not good for a melody to rush
beyond its tempo. So, too, in bread.
The water must be measured.
Two cups and a little more.
One for you and one for me
and some for the stranger…
the one we do not know in ourselves.
Pour the water...the living measure
into the mixing bowl—-love’s alembic.
Not too much. Not too little. Let it fall.
Let it seek its level. Let it run from the well,
Into the bowl...sufficient to the heart.

We welcome you to our service this morning. Celebrating the diversity of creation, Community United Church welcomes
persons of any age, ability, race, gender identity, sexual orientation or life condition. May the Divine Presence become
real to you through this time of worship. We hope you come back!

Prelude

My Shepherd is the Living God

arr. Isaac Watts

Call to Worship
God, sometimes, the days are long, the nights are even longer, and we’re so tired.
And then You soothe us and bring us to gentle places.
You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.
Sometimes, life is moving too fast, and we can’t find a moment to breathe.
And then You surround us with stillness and bring an even rhythm to our breath.
You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.
Sometimes, we’re parched, and it seems nothing will quench our thirst,
We’re famished and we can’t find anything to eat.
And then You refresh and fill us.
You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.
Sometimes, the valley is dark and the shadows are heavy and we’re afraid.
But then we feel Your strength, and we have courage.
You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.
There are the times when it seems we’re up against the world, you show us your mercy through those you have called
us to serve. You touch us, and we are blessed.
You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.
We will praise You and dwell with you forever, O God.
We will worship You this day and always!
You are our shepherd, and we don’t need a thing.

Prayer of Gathering/Invocation
Magnificent God
who sees all that we can see and everything that we cannot,
we gather in awe of your vision that is broad and vast.
Be with us now as we worship you.
Awaken us to your holiness,
inspire us with your creative power,
and peel back our layers of anxiety and fear.
Enliven us to trust fully in your love for us
as we struggle and strive to be who you call us to be,
in Christ’s holy name. Amen.
Hymn

My Shepherd is the Living God
1

My shepherd is the living God,
I therefore nothing need;
In pastures fair, near pleasant streams
you settle me to feed.
You bring my wandering spirit back
when I forsake your ways,
And lead me for you mercy's sake
in paths of truth and grace.

2

When I walk through the shades of death,
your presence is my stay;
3

A word of your supporting breath
drives all my fear away.
Your hand, in sight of all my foes,
does still my table spread;
My cup with blessing overflows,
your oil anoints my head.
3

The sure provisions of my God
attend me all my days;
O may your house be my abode,
and all my work be praise.
There would I find a settled rest,
while others come and go
No more a stranger or a guest,
but like a child at home.
http://ehymnbook.org/CMMS/hymnSong.php?id=pd20996

Welcome, A Word About Worship, Centering
Introit

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
O Wise and Gracious God, we are each a small dot, a pixel, in the picture of your amazing creation. You have
designed us to work together. And yet, we continue to separate ourselves, to live as if our strength lies in our
individuality. We confess to you that we often find it easier to celebrate our solitude, to thrive on our
individual gain, and to seek ways to lift ourselves above the canvas as more important than others. We pray
that you will impress upon us your definition of “one” as together, and that we will seek both the ability and
the courage to move away from “one” that is each of us alone. Forgive us, we pray. (silence is kept)
Prayer of Assurance
Together, we pray:
We thank you, O God, for your steadfast love and forgiveness. Guide us, we pray, through the life
and love you show us in Jesus the Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen.
Passing of the Peace
Children’s Moment
Prelude to Scripture
Whether we take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth, or story, let us listen now to the meaning they
might hold for us on this day.

4

Sacred Reading from the Psalms
1
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2
Who makes me lie down in green pastures,
leads me beside still waters;*
3
and restores my soul.*
You lead me in right paths*
for his name’s sake.

Psalm 23

4

Even though I walk through the darkest valley,*
I fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—
they comfort me.
5

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
6
Surely* goodness and mercy* shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
my whole life long.*
Sacred Reading from the Gospels
John 9:1-41
9As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?’ 3Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind
so that God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We* must work the works of him who sent me* while it is day;
night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6When he had
said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to
him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to
see. 8The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who
used to sit and beg?’ 9Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept
saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11He answered, ‘The man
called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed
and received my sight.’ 12They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus
made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight.
He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This
man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner
perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him?
It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’
18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the
man who had received his sight 19and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does
he now see?’ 20His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.’ 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that
anyone who confessed Jesus* to be the Messiah* would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents
said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’
24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We
know that this man is a sinner.’ 25He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that
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though I was blind, now I see.’ 26They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27He
answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become his disciples?’ 28Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes
from.’ 30The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he
opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person
born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ 34They answered him, ‘You were born entirely
in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out.
35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of
Man?’* 36He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?* Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37Jesus said to him, ‘You have
seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38He said, ‘Lord,* I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39Jesus said,
‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become
blind.’ 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41Jesus
said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains.
Postlude to Scripture
Together, let us say:
May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder as we ponder the meaning of
these words for our lives.
Message

Measuring

Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser

Call to Offering
Offertory

Lovely Needy People

Sacrament of Holy Communion
[You are invited to break bread and drink at home – whatever you have, God will bless it.}
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
May the God of still waters be with you.
And also with you.
Lift your hearts to the One who gives you rest.
We open ourselves to God, who restores us.
Join together in glad songs of praise to God.
We rejoice in the One who is our comfort and hope.
You prepared a feast of wonder for us,
Imagination beyond power,
when creation burst forth:
green pastures radiant with sunflowers;
cool, still pools for rest and renewal;
paths formed by antelopes up mountainsides.
Your heart overflowed with love
as you showed us what to do
that we might live with you in peace.
But looking at sin and death,
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we said, 'surely these are the
ones we should follow,' and
trailed after them.
You would not reject us,
but sent prophets to pursue us,
calling us to return to you.
But we did not know
where they came from
and so ignored them.
Then you sent Jesus to us,
providing a Savior for yourself,
and for those who wander death's valleys,
so we might be brought home to you.
With all who once lived in the shadows,
but now walk in the light of grace,
we sing glad thanksgivings to you:
Holy, holy, holy are you, God our Shepherd.
All that is good and right and true sings your praises.
Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed is the One who prepares this Table for us.
Hosanna in the highest!
You are goodness, God of pastures and pools,
and Jesus Christ, your Son, is our mercy.
Jesus came peacefully,
so our differences might be reconciled.
Your Child walked along,
bringing light to those
who could not see the way.
Seeing the foolish choices we made,
Jesus decided to look at our hearts,
so we might be drawn closer to you.
Your anointed One
went into death's deepest valley,
coming forth as the Risen One,
bathed in resurrection's life.
Once we were children of the shadows,
but now we are heirs of the Light of Christ,
and so we speak of that faith we know as a mystery:
Christ died: human spirit broken on the cross;
Christ was raised: your Spirit came with JOY;
Christ will come again: your Spirit shines upon us.
Here is the Table prepared for us,
God of still waters and deep love,
your Spirit transforming the simple gifts
of the bread and the cup into
7

that goodness and mercy which is always with us.
We take the bread, broken for our healing,
and share it with one another
so we may go forth and do all
that makes your heart race with joy:
bringing hope to those who suffer,
listening to the voices of the hopeless.
We take the cup which overflows with grace,
and take it to pour out on
all who have lost their way,
all who long for community.
And when our journeys have ended
around the Table prepared for us in glory,
we will join our hearts and voices
with those from every age and time
and forever sing your praises,
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.
Remembering the Story
Sharing the Meal

Song

Let us Break Bread Together on Our Knees
1 Let us break bread together on our knees;
let us break bread together on our knees.
Refrain:
When I fall on my knees
with my face to the rising sun,
My God, have mercy on me.
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees;
let us drink wine together on our knees. [Refrain]
3 Let us praise God together on our knees;
let us praise God together on our knees. [Refrain]

Giving Thanks

Sharing our Joys and our Sorrows

Musical Response
Commissioning of the Community
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Hymn

Blessed Assurance
1

Blessed assurance Jesus is mine
O what a foretaste of glory divine
Heir of salvation purchase of God
Born of His Spirit washed in Christ’s blood
Chorus
This is my story this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long
This is my story this is my song
Praising my Savior all the day long

2

Perfect submission perfect delight
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight
Angels descending bring from above
Echoes of mercy whispers of love

3

Perfect submission all is at rest
I in my Savior am happy and blest
Watching and waiting looking above
Filled with God’s goodness lost in Christ’s love

Benediction
Postlude

Blessed Assurance
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arr. Mark Hayes

Serving Today
Ministers: The Community of Community UCC
Preacher and Presiding: Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
Liturgist:
Organist: Brian Clark
Director of Music Ministry: Kathy Lee
Audio/Video: Director of Campus Ministry, Rev Nate Brantingham
Audio/Video: Ilsa Kantora

Pastor: Rev. Leah Robberts-Mosser
leah@community-ucc.org
Director of Youth Ministries:
Jessica Smiley | jessica@community-ucc.org
Childcare Coordinator:
Courtney Hayman | childcare@community-ucc.org
Faith Community Nurse: Linda Morgan

-Community Building:
Peg Wade and Randy Musser

CUCC Staff
Parish Associate:
Rev. Connie Bandy | connie@community-ucc.org
Director of Music Ministries:
Kathy Lee | k.kew.lee@gmail.com
Organist: Brian Clark
Office Manager:
Carla Rush| info@community-ucc.org

Your Ministry Team Leaders
-Usher Coordinator: Russ Hougland

-Care Team: Jeff & Tina Stovall
-Prayer Shawls: Elena Kasper
-Meal Train: Jennifer Robbennolt
-Driver’s Ministry: Becky Sheridan and John Osborne
-Card Ministry: Peg Wade
-Healing Music Ministry: Marilou Hinrichs
-Health and Wellness Team: Doug Irwin
-Finance: Roger Wade (treasurer), David Willcox (financial
secretary)
-Mission: Nancy Smith and Ramona Oswald
-Identity: Keri Evans and (pending)
-Children & Family: Julie McClure and (pending)
-Worship: Chase Skye and Susan Pawlicki

-Sound Coordinator: Roger Wade
-Clerk: Shane Brownfield
-Moderator: Jon Ebel
Past Moderator: John Murphy
-Incoming Moderator: Elizabeth Shack
-UCC Campus Ministry Liaison: Ilsa Kantola
-Pastoral Relations: Cara Finnegan
-Personnel Committee: Anna Barnes
-Sound & Ethical Practices (SEP): Grant Robbennolt and
Kyle Mahannah
-Buildings & Grounds: Tom Ward and Matthew Hart
-Contracts & Insurance: (pending)

United Church Foundation (UCC Campus Ministry)
Director of Campus Ministry: Nate Brantingham (nate@ucccampusministry.org)
http://community-ucc.org/campus-ministry/

CCLI Music License #3154689
CCLI Streaming License #20117321
Community United Church of Christ
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: (217) 344-5091 ~ Website: www.community-ucc.org ~ Email: info@community-ucc.org
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