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Letter from Leah 

Dear Community,  

Miracles aren’t common these days, at least, not the burning bush/booming voice from the sky kind. Yet, the miraculous exists. 
Miracles are all around if we have the eyes to see them.  Consider the Moringa Tree, for instance.  The Moringa Tree’s leaves 
are 40% protein according to an article in the May/June 2006 edition of Horizons magazine, that’s the highest percentage of 
protein found in any plant!  The leaves also contains vitamins A, C, B1, B2, potassium, iron, and calcium.  The leaves aren’t the 
only parts of the tree that can be used.  The flowers, seeds, pods, and roots can also be used.  Thanks to Presbyterian Church 
USA co-workers serving the in Democratic Republic of the Congo, where 71% of the population falls below the minimum 
requirements for dietary energy consumption, according to this article, thousands of Moringa Tree seedlings have been 
planted.  At a $1 per seedling and the myriad health benefits of consuming the trees products, and the results of adding the 
Moringa nutritional supplements to food in the DRC, the Moringa Tree really is a Miracle Tree.  

Someone slipped this article under my office door a few weeks ago.  The story seemed worth sharing.  It’s a real miracle.  

Over these months that we have looked at trees and their metaphorical power, other folks have shared their own personal tree 
stories with me.  One person showed me a dozen pictures of their favorite trees from around the world, each unique, each 
different in the way it grows, each a life lesson in and of itself.  Yet another person spoke with me about the way in which 
reading the Psalms daily has reshaped their day and how the words contained therein have given them a new lens through 
which to view both world events and personal encounters. The words to our Centering Song, “I hear your voice on the 
wind/calling me soft and clear/let go and let in/I hear your voice on the wind” have been the constant ear worm of my children 
this summer.  Often, I hear Violet, somewhere in the house, playing and singing quietly to herself.  

I wonder: what have you learned from the trees in this worship series, A Walk in the Woods?  How has praying the Psalms daily 
shaped and reshaped your interactions and outlook?  How has the music become the soundtrack for this season of your life? 
How have you thought about your own rootedness and growth? 

These questions for reflection are you for individually and for us communally.  

After a few non-themed weeks in worship, including a guest preaching day by Pastor Connie (August 11), the not-to-be-missed 
annual Worship in the Park/Backpack blessing Sunday (August 18), and Welcome Back Students worship plus Quad Day (August 
25), in September, we will enter into a new worship series that continues to point us toward the natural world.  

“Deeply Rooted: A Future with Hope” focuses us on the words of Jeremiah 29:11: "For surely I know the plans I have for you, 
says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope." Throughout this series, the image of a 
tree and the progression of the growth of living things offers a way to focus on our own growth as the people of God: who we 

 



are and what we are called to do and be. In a time when hope is needed so desperately by so many, it is good to be reminded 
that not everything is a quick fix - patience is required. As we launch and live out our capital campaign in the fall, in this place – 
our church, we plant the seeds for a “Future with Hope” so that our Community UCC may deeply root where God has planted 
us and continue to flourish!  

Happy summer, friends.  

 

                                                                                                    Blessings,  

 
 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming CUCC events! 

Wednesday, August 14 - 8:30am Just for Fun Breakfast, Perkins 

Sunday, August 18 - 10:15am Worship in the Park, Ambucs Park, Jean Driscoll Pavilion | BBQ & 
Potluck to follow the service. 

Monday, August 19 - 6:45pm Pastoral Relations Committee, Pastor Leah’s Office 

Tuesday, August 20 - 6:30pm Church Life Board, Conference Room 

Sunday, August 25 - Quad Day | CUCC will be serving hot dogs and bottled water outside the church 

 

Just-for-Fun Breakfast | Wednesday, August 14  

Just wanted to remind everyone of our monthly breakfast for anybody who would like to attend on 
August 14th starting at 8:30am at Perkins.  

If you would please RSVP if you're coming, it will help us know how many tables we'll be needing.  You 
can text me at 418-6185 or e-mail me at dr.jamison13@gmail.com . 

I would love to see you all on Wednesday... remember you’re still welcome whether you RSVP or not and you don’t have to 
clock in right at 8:30. 

Best wishes, Rocío 

 

Hospitality Needs YOU! 

Here are a few upcoming activities which the Hospitality Team is organizing.  Please take a 
look and see how you might help.  

● Sunday, August 18th, 10:15am - CUCC’s annual Worship in the Park followed by a 
potluck/cookout.  This event will be held at Ambucs Park, Jean Driscoll Pavilion in 
Urbana.  The Hospitality Team will cook burgers and hot dogs (veggie included) and 
also provide bottled water, condiments, buns, and paperware.  We invite you to bring a side dish to share.  
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● Sunday, August 25th, beginning right after church - We will once again be cooking hot dogs to hand out with bottles of 
water to students during Quad Day on campus.  We will have several jobs and shifts, so please take a look at the 
sign-up sheet in the Parlor on the whiteboard and sign up as soon as possible.  We need lots of volunteers for this 
event, but it is always a fun event and a great way to welcome the students back to our neighborhood!  Check out the 
Signup! 

 

Calling all Musicians! 

We are in search of special music for our summer Sundays. Performers of all ages and abilities 
are encouraged, pieces do not need to meet any particular sacred or stylistic requirements, 
and solos and small groups are all welcome. The diversity of our summer musical offerings 
enriches worship and our community. Please add your name to the yellow signup sheet in the 
Parlor and contact Brian Clark (bclark87@gmail.com) to let him know what you will be 
performing and whether you will need keyboard accompaniment. Alternatively, you can call 
the CUCC office and ask to be signed up. 

 

Summer Worship Help  

Summer travel means that we are looking for extra worship support in the form of new 
greeters, ushers, liturgists, and coffee hosts.  Please consider joining our team this summer!  

Greeters: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D49A5A92FA13-greeters 

Liturgists: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4aada823a0f94-summer 

You may also contact Alison Anders (amanders@illinois.edu) to be added to the Greeter and Liturgist sign-up sheets. 

Contact Russ Hougland to serve as an usher: russ.hougland@gmail.com  

Coffee Hosts: email info@community-ucc.org  

 

Jubilee Cafe News 

Jubilee Cafe continues to serve a free meal each Monday 
throughout the summer, and we need you to volunteer!  Sign up 
here, 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e45a5ae2caa8-volunteer12, or go to our Facebook page, Jubilee Cafe CUCC. 

Questions? Contact Johnell Bentz | Johnell.bentz@gmail.com | 217-840-6483, call or text. 

 

Fall Newcomer Group Starting! 

We would like to invite any of you who are new to CUCC and/or who are interested in finding out more about the church and 
how you might get more involved here to join us at our fall newcomers' sessions!   This is a series of four sessions, each of 
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which is designed to help you get to know more people at the church and to find out more about yourself and the church's 
ministries. tentative dates for each session are listed below.  To give you an idea of what we do at each session, read on! 

Session 1 -  CUCC 101, UCC 101 - August 25th, 5:15pm - 6:45pm - This meeting will be an opportunity to find out more about 
how the UCC is organized, what our core beliefs are, and something of our history.  We will also look at the basic structure of 
our local church, CUCC, and answer questions you may have about the church.  We will serve a light meal  to eat as we talk. 
**** If you just want to find out about the church, you may only want to attend this meeting (though you are welcome at all of 
them!)  If you would like to pursue getting more involved, or becoming a member of the church, proceed to sessions 2, 3, and 4.  

Session 2 - Opportunities to Plug-In at CUCC - September 8th, 11:45am - 1:15pm - Leaders from our Ministry Teams will come 
to this meeting to talk to you about their roles here at CUCC and opportunities for participation in the life and ministry of CUCC. 
As usual, we'll eat something as part of this gathering!  We are good at sharing food here at CUCC! 

Session 3 -  How do Your Gifts and Talents Mesh with CUCC' Ministry? - September 15th - 11:45am - 1:15pm -  Partners in 
Faith who are members of the church will be invited to this meeting to meet each of you and begin connecting with you.  We 
will look at the spiritual gifts each of us brings to CUCC, and talk about the values we have as individuals and as a community. 
We'll begin to look at specific ways to get connected to the church and its work that will help fill your soul. We'll share in a 
potluck as we talk.  

Session 4 -  Committing to CUCC - September 29th - 5:15pm- 6:45pm -  You will attend with the Partner in Faith you have been 
paired with.  We will share food, faith stories, discuss what a commitment to the church means,  and answer your questions. 
And of course....food..... 

Please let me know if you are able to join us so that I can have enough food and organize childcare for those who need it!  Also 
please do contact me with any concerns or questions you might have.   You can either call me at 344-1619 or e-mail at 
jeawa@comcast.net. 

Jeanne Ward 

Welcome Team Facilitator - CUCC 

 

Youth Ambassadors, Generation 7  
 
The bus load of Youth Ambassadors, Generation 7 stopped at CUCC to stretch their legs and have dinner with us on Friday, July 
19th.  After their bus broke down and they were on the side of the road for awhile, 32 very hungry, thirsty and tired youth, 
young adults, and adults arrived at CUCC around 8:30pm and seemed to be very grateful for CUCC's hospitality and hot food 
(and bathrooms!).  They enjoyed a homemade mac and cheese bar, slaw, texas sheet cake, carrot cake bars, fresh watermelon, 
ice cream, pink lemonade, and ice tea.  It was fun hearing the comments from some of the youth from Germany as they tasted 
pink lemonade and watermelon for the first time...most of them seemed to really like both!  We all enjoyed meeting the group 
and visiting with them and before they left they invited all of us to join them in their closing circle song before they got on their 
bus to head on to Indiana. You may remember from Pastor Leah’s October Communigram article that this was the fourth 
exchange program she helped plan and participated in as a Generation 1 student. A BIG THANK YOU to our helpers that 
day/evening and their patience in waiting for the bus to arrive:  Ken Gilbert, Becky Sheridan, Jan Himes, Roger Wade, Chase 
Skye, David Robertson, Randy Musser and Peg Wade. Thanks to Pastor Leah too for inviting the group to CUCC, helping to host 
the group, and sharing some history of the program and memories of when she was an organizer of Youth Ambassadors, 
Generation 1.  

 

Moderator Musings 

As some of you know, I’m a runner. I like to run long distance and I try to get in at least one marathon a year. I’d signed up for 
the Illinois Marathon last April, but the winter was no fun at all. I traveled a good deal, got sick, couldn’t get better, and finally 
decided I should drop down to the half. It was the sensible decision and it worked out well. 
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Weirdly, though, I missed the training. The more races I run, the more I’m discovering that it’s not the race so much as the 
habit. I like running. I like feeling fit. I like getting up very early on Saturday mornings, beating the sun out onto the road, testing 
my limits, and being with myself.  So, when I got sick and dialed down the training, I didn’t feel right. I’d stepped out of what a 
philosopher once called my “habitus,” my way of being in the world. 

When Pastor Leah asked us to study Psalm 26 a few weeks ago, I didn’t like it. I thought phrases like “I do not sit with the 
worthless, nor do I consort with hypocrites,” contradicted the message of Jesus. In truth, I often feel a bit worthless and 
hypocritical myself, so.... 

Yet as I continued to study it, I realized it had something to say to me. The Psalmist may not be condemning others, nor 
bragging, so much as detailing their “habitus,” their way of being. The Psalmist regularly walks (runs?) in integrity, habitually 
sings “aloud a song of thanksgiving.” The Psalmist seeks vindication because they have developed good habits. To be with God, 
to be a member of this church means to exercise good habits. We attend services, we sing aloud, and we give of our talents and 
resources. We develop the habits of discipleship. We miss church when life--an elevator–means we have to break our habits. 

I’m feeling good now, training for a fall marathon. And I keep working on those habits of discipleship–with every one of you. So, 
thank you for that and have a very good month. 

John 

 

Coming this Month -  Pew Pals! 

Pew Pals - the stuffed furry animal variety - will be distributed among the pews later this month. Anyone - kids or adults - will 
be able to hold one during the service or sit beside them for company.  You can leave it, or take it home with you and  bring it 
back in the future. Or, you may keep it.  

If the Pew Pal becomes soiled or your child mouths the pew pal just place it in the container located in the entryway by the coat 
rack and we will see that it gets a bath.  It is our hope that these Pew Pals may bring comfort as needed and provide a 
welcoming gesture to families with small children.  If you'd like to add to the collection with like-new condition stuffed animals, 
that would be great. See Worship Chairs, Alison Anders or Chase Skye. 

 

Check out CUCC’s Library Inventory from the Comfort of Your Own Couch! 

Our library is catalogued online at Library Thing-- www.librarything.com. Our username is Community-UCC (or 
community-ucc-- capitalization doesn't seem to matter).  Our password is NB2016cucc.  Or stop by the library in 
person and see what we have to offer! 

 

Church Elevator Update 

At the July 21st meeting, the following resolution was presented: 

The Church Life Board seeks the authority to borrow up to $100,000 from ourselves at 5% interest 
in order to replace the elevator or find some comparable way to make the church accessible to all 
on all levels currently designed to be accessible. 

The resolution was put to a vote and passed. 

The building task force continues to look at both short term and longer term options to provide 
accessibility. 
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32nd General Synod Resolutions 

Below are the resolutions from the 32nd General Synod in Milwaukee.  You are encouraged to visit 
https://www.synod2019.org/en/uccsynod2019/Resolutions to navigate all resolution details.  Once there open any resolution 
and then open post resolution to have the final resolution result. 

You are encouraged to review the resolutions and reach out to Pastor Leah or Rev. David Robberts-Mosser with questions. 
 

The Eastern Association delegates were: David Holston from Monee 

Katie Karstensen from Beecher 

David Robberts-Mosser from Westville 

Eric Quinney-Burnard from Lockport 

 *The Rev. Dr. John C. Dorhauer was elected for another four year term as General Minister and President of the United Church 
of Christ. 

 The Resolutions 

1. A Resolution to abolish the growth and existence of private prisons 
2. A Resolution on ecumenical relationship between the United Church of Christ and the Iglesia Evangelica Unida de 

Puerto Rico 
3. Reaffirming the United Church of Christ's commitment to interreligious relations and deploring religious bigotry 
4. Addressing the state of global forced migration 
5. Establishing an Action Team to Conduct a Listening Campaign and Bring Recommendations on the Future of Christian 

Witness at General Synod 
6. Resolution regarding the use of plastic foam (i.e. Styrofoam) 
7. On Support for the Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act of 2019 
8. Denouncing acts of violence, hatred, and racism carried out in the name of neo-nazi and white supremacist ideologies 
9. Designating the Mental Health Network of the United Church of Christ as a historically underrepresented group 
10. The Colectivo de UCC Latinx Ministries Requests to be recognized as a historically underrepresented group 
11. At a plenary of the Thirty-Second General Synod, the delegates voted to table the Resolution Stewardship of Exhibit 

Space as a Resource for a Mission of Justice.  No further action was taken, and the Resolution died at the adjournment 
of the Thirty-Second General Synod 

12. Supporting Survivors of Rape and Sexual Violence through an Ongoing Church-Wide Observance of Break the Silence 
Sunday (BTSS) 

13. Resolution Calling for the United States to pull "Back from the Brink" and Prevent Nuclear War 
14. Discerning, Articulating, and Resourcing the Nature, Purpose, Composition, Convenantal Autonomy and Definition of 

"the basic unit of life and organization of the United Church of Christ" for the Twenty-First Century. 
15. Resolution calling upon the United Church of Christ Board to bring bylaws revisions that include non-binary gender 

language 
16. At a plenary of the Thirty-Second General Synod, the delegates voted to table the Resolution Oversight of the Local 

Church and its Convenantal Relationship with the Association in Which it Holds Standing as a Local Church of the United 
Church of Christ.  No further action was taken and the Resolution died at the adjournment of the Thirty-Second General 
Synod 

17. Jesus said, "Follow Me" 
18. Let justice roll down - declaring support for the Green New Deal and affirming the intersectionality of climate justice 

with all justice issues 
19. Protection of immigrant children and their families 
20. On recognizing opioid addiction as a health epidemic, ensuring access to treatment and pharmaceutical corporate 

responsibility 
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21. Nehemiah's Life: A call for congressional hearings on violence in America 
22. TA1 Motion to General Synod 32, 2019: A New England Conference in Southern New England (this is a formation of a 

new conference that combined Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island) 

Updates Regarding our Trash & Recycling Dumpsters in the Parking Lot 

With the closure of Espresso Royale, CUCC has now taken over the monthly fees associated 
with the dumpsters in our parking lot. There are a couple of changes worth noting (please 
forward this to anyone we may have missed who may be responsible for taking out 
trash/recycling): 

Beginning Monday, June 3, the larger of the two dumpsters will be used for all recyclables 
(cardboard, paper, aluminum, plastic, but NO glass). Recyclables will be picked up twice per 
month. We can now recycle most things here at CUCC. Yay! Everything else deemed trash, including glass, will go in the smaller 
dumpster and the trash will be picked up weekly. 

If you want to continue recycling glass, you’ll have to take those items home and recycle them with your personal recyclables. 

 

Did you miss worship? 

Don’t fret if you missed worship last week, or even a month ago! Sermons are recorded live each Sunday and can be found at: 
www.youtube.com/communityucc. Just give us a couple of days to get the previous Sunday uploaded. 

 

Contact CUCC:  
805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday |  9am - 3pm 
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