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Letter from Leah 

You might be wondering….how in the world did we end up with a worship series based on a Disney flick?  Here’s how: the On 
Being podcast recently expanded to include a host of podcasts all aimed at expanding their listeners’ world-view, deepening 
their sense of spirituality, and providing generative content amid a sea of divisive talk-radio and other podcasts.  One of their 
new podcasts is called This Movie Changed Me.  Its host, Lily Percy, sits down to interview one person per show. Her guests are 
notable folks – poets, religious leaders, policy advisors, high end business leaders, columnists. Together, they deep dive into a 
film, the one movie which, above all others, has had a lasting impact on this person’s life.  

Lily Percy’s interview with Charles Pope caught my attention.  That’s Monsignor Charles Pope, pastor of Holy Comforter-St. 
Cyprian Catholic Church in Washington D.C. His story, the first time I heard it, it resonated so deeply, I made David sit down and 
listen to it that evening. I’ve returned to it again and again.  You can listen here: 

https://onbeing.org/programs/toy-story-charles-pope/ Charles Pope recounts for listeners a disastrous time in his life 
which left him feeling like he wasn’t the man he thought he was.  He then goes on to explain how that fall from grace became 
the thing that enabled him to become who he really was, much like Saul, in Acts, a great persecutor of the faithful, who falls 
from his horse, and experiences a complete change of heart, emerging from the disaster as Paul, the apostle.  Charles Pope 
relates this to Buzz Lightyear in the movie Toy Story.  Just how he makes that connection, though, is worth listening to in Pope’s 
own words.  

This winter, some Campus Ministry Students asked if we could have Bible Study.  Of course we can!  They decided they wanted 
to do a chapter by chapter reading of the book of Acts.  When we got to Chapter 9, we read the story of Saul’s conversion and I 
sent them all off to listen to the podcast.  Although, the connection was clear to them!  Robert, our Campus Ministry student 
from downstate brought up Buzz Lightyear before I even mentioned the podcast and Charles Pope’s deep and abiding 
connection to that movie.  

The Campus Ministry Students have renewed my love of the book of Acts.  And once I saw it in the lectionary, I knew we 
needed to take a look at these birth-of-the-church stories where the disciples go beyond the resurrection to become the Body 
of Christ on their own.  The pop culture references came easily: 

-          We begin on May 5 with Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) and the conversion of Saul.  We’ll talk about Buzz Lightyear and 
Monsignor Pope that day.  Take a listen to the podcast before then. 

 

https://onbeing.org/programs/toy-story-charles-pope/


-          We’ll move to Acts 9: 36-43 on May 12 with the Raising of Tabitha story, one that’s dear to my life, and 
reference Toy Story 2 where the character Jessie has to learn that she can be loved again. 

-          After that, we’ll explore Acts 11:1-18 on May 11 and Peter’s bizarre vision of the blanket buffet from heaven 
where God teaches Peter about full inclusion of all people.  With this, we’ll move to Toy Story 3 and see the 
similarities in the journey of Andy’s toys who find themselves no longer just among their own, but in a new land: day 
care. 

-          Lastly, on May 26, we’ll go back a few chapter to Acts 8:26-29 and read one of my favorite stories in the Bible, the 
baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch. This passage will take us back to the first Toy Story movie and Woody’s encounter 
with the altered toys he meets in Sid’s room.  Those toys have a lot in common with ancient eunuchs and they have 
much to teach us about the community of Christ.  

So….here’s the question:  have you seen Toy Story and its sequels?  Community Building and I talked about having a 
movie night, but decided instead to encourage you to do pop up movie nights.  Would you be willing to host some 
folks at your house to watch one of the movies? (You could host in your home, or here at church.)  If so, let me 
know.  We’ll help people who want to watch and people who want to host connect with each other.  

As Buzz Lightyear would say…to infinity, and beyond!                                       Blessings,  

 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming CUCC events! 

Thursday, May 2 - Men’s Breakfast at Urbana Garden Family Restaurant, 7am 

Sunday, May 5 - Milestones Sunday - we’ll recognize our graduates and seniors aged 85+  

Sunday, May 5 - Prayers of Healing & Voices of Protest worship service, 7pm 

Wednesday, May 8 - Just for Fun Breakfast at Perkins on University Ave., 8:30am 

Sunday, May 19 - Confirmation Faith Statements Workshop immediately following worship 

Sunday,  May 19 - Rev. Tom Norwalk’s Retirement Party at St. Luke Union Church in Bloomington, IL.  4-7pm 

Tuesday, May 21 - Retiree’s Monthly Lunch, 11:30am 

Tuesday, May 21 - CLB Meeting, 6:30pm 

Monday, May 27 - Memorial Day | CUCC Offices closed 

Wednesday, May 29 - Conversation & Communion at Clark Lindsey Village, 3pm 

 

Moderator’s Musings - April 
Earlier this month, I visited Montgomery, Alabama for work, but I also had the opportunity to see civil rights sites and 
memorials. If you ever get the chance, I urge you to go. The Equal Justice Initiative commissioned and built a memorial to the 
victims of racial terror in the United States.   It is haunting. As its website says: “The Memorial for Peace and Justice was 
conceived with the hope of creating a sober, meaningful site where people can gather and reflect on America’s history of racial 
inequality.  EJI partnered with artists like Kwame Akoto-Bamfo whose sculpture on slavery confronts visitors when they first 
enter the memorial. EJI then leads visitors on a journey from slavery, through lynching and racial terror, with text, narrative, 
and monuments to the lynching victims in America. In the center of the site, visitors will encounter a memorial square, built in 
collaboration with MASS Design Group. The memorial experience continues through the civil rights era made visible with a 
sculpture by Dana King dedicated to the women who sustained the Montgomery Bus Boycott.  Finally, the memorial journey 
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ends with contemporary issues of police violence and racially biased criminal justice expressed in a final work created by Hank 
Willis Thomas.” 
  
Throughout our Good Friday service, I could not help but think of this memorial and the terrors of lynching in the United States. 
Theologian James Cone in The Cross and the Lynching Tree writes eloquently about the Crucifixion as a lynching. Our Christian 
faith leads us to stand with the oppressed, yet it gives us hope that the arc of the universe bends toward justice. I also visited 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s first pastorate. It is a marvelous place and the guided tour resembles 
nothing so much as a church service. Yet one example of faith and service stood out. In June, 1955 Dr. King hired Mrs. Althea 
Thomas as the church organist. She continues in that role today. I doubt that I can ever match such devotion to God, but I can 
live with her example in mind. 
  
Have a musical month, John Murphy 

 
Milestones Sunday, May 5 
Milestone Sunday, (our annual recognition of all graduates, and any seniors who have reached their 85th birthday in the past 
year), will be celebrated on May 5.  All honorees will be given a special blessing along with a prayer shawl during worship.  

Do you know of graduates in our CUCC family (any high school, or college grads, including those completing advanced degrees), 
or any senior age 85 or older who has not yet received a prayer shawl? We would love to know about them!  Please notify Linda 
Morgan, Faith Community Nurse with names of those who are eligible this year.  (352-6375, orlindamorgan@sbcglobal.net)  

Thank you in advance for your help in ensuring that everyone who has reached these “life milestones” is recognized 
 

 

Dickels to Visit CUCC on Sunday, May 5 
On May 5th, long time CUCC members, John and Lanie Dickel, will be coming to church and hope to visit after the service with 
any of you that may remember them!   The Dickels, both of whom were astronomy professors at the University, moved to New 
Mexico years ago, but still remember all their years at CUCC very fondly, and hope to see you! Hope you can be here! 
 

 

Prayers of Healing & Voices of Protest: a worship service for Survivors of and those affected by 
Abuse  |  May 5, 7pm 

You are invited to attend a special worship service on 
May 5, 7:00 pm. Together, we will gather as victims, 
survivors, and those who stand as witnesses, those 
who stand with our kindred who have been victims of 
emotional abuse and violence, rape and sexual 
assault, witnessing to their pain and to their strength. 
This worship space has been created knowing that 
we come from a variety of experiences. This worship 
service will include readings followed by music for 
reflection.  In response to the readings, a series of 
prayer stations will be available for you to move 
through as you feel called to do so. 

If you attend this special service, know that just your 
being there is a proclamation.  Here is where we 
break the silence of complicity and fear. We do so 
trusting in the good news of God’s incredible love for 

 

3 



us, and for all the world, which changes us, and the world. Childcare available. 

Just-for-Fun Breakfast | Wednesday, May 8  at 8:30am - Perkins on University.   Everyone is welcome!   It helps to 
have a general idea of how many to expect, so please sign up on the whiteboard in the parlor or let Pastor Connie know you 
plan to come.  If you find you can come at the last minute, however, please do-- we'll make room! 

Conversation & Communion | Wednesday, May 29 at 3pm - Clark Lindsey Village | 101 W Windsor Rd, Urbana, 
IL 61802 

 
Worship Team Requests  
Please consider joining our team of greeters whose role it is to welcome people into 
our sanctuary each week.  This is a great way to meet our church community members 
and give a moment of undivided attention to someone who might need a handshake, 
kind word, or hug Sunday morning.  We are looking for people to help welcome at the 
door as well as at the "name tag trees".  
We'd also love to hear new voices from the lectern.  Please consider serving as liturgist 
one Sunday.  Pastor Leah will train you and make sure you have readings ahead of the 
service.  
  
Contact Kathy Lee (K.Kew.Lee@gmail.com, 203-605-3830) to be added to the Greeter and Liturgist sign-up sheets, or visit:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-greeters 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-cucc1 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunities are Endless at CUCC! 

Liturgists, Ushers, Jubilee Cafe, Campus Ministry, and much will surely keep you involved 
at CUCC. Check out the following links and sign-up for whatever strikes your fancy---we’d 
love to have you! 

Ushers: please  email info@community-ucc.org 

Coffee Hosts: email info@community-ucc.org  

Liturgists: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-cucc1 

Greeters: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-greeters 

Campus Ministry Student Lunch Sign-Up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0449ada728a0fe3-student 

Jubilee Cafe: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e45a5ae2caa8-volunteer12 

 

 

From our Director of Youth Ministries 
Dear Community, 
  
We are having a wonderful time in Youth Sunday School and Confirmation. The youth are continuing to ask great questions, be 
strong learners and consistently demonstrate loving-kindness to one another. 
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We attended the Sinai Temple for worship on Friday, April 5th at 5:30 p.m. We were welcomed and greeted warmly.  The 
service was led by the children at Sinai Temple and everyone enjoyed being a part of the worship.  The children were so fun to 
watch!  We ate dinner following worship and spent time learning more about the Temple and Judaism with Rabbi Cook.  The 
youth asked great questions and seemed to enjoy being a part of the experience. 
  
Here are some important dates for our youth in May: 
  
May 5: Confirmation Class during worship, Youth Group following worship until 
1:30 p.m. 
May 12: Youth Sunday School 
May 19: Confirmation Class during worship, Confirmation workshop following 
worship until 3 p.m. 
May 26: Youth Sunday School 
  
The Confirmands and their sponsors will be participating in their faith statement 
workshop on May 19th following worship on Sunday. We will be  celebrating 
Confirmation with our youth on two days - Sunday, June 2nd and Sunday, June 
9th.  
  
Below are the last two introductions from our Confirmands: 
"My name is Claire Keenan. I am 13 years old and I am in the 7th grade. I am on a rock climbing team at Urbana Boulders. In 
Confirmation, I am learning about the eight points of progressive Christianity. One think I like about CUCC is that everyone is 
welcome here." 
  
"My name is Joel Powers-Ege. I am in the 8th grade and 14 years old. I like to play sports and mainly hang out with my friends. I 
also love to go to school which is fun.  I have been learning about the eight points of Christianity.  One thing I like about CUCC is 
that there are really good people here." 
  
It's hard to be believe that  I have been working in this role for almost six years as of May. It has been a great pleasure and 
honor to be a part of this ministry with the youth. 
  
Blessings, 
Jessica Smiley 

 
Jubilee Cafe News 
Dear CUCC, 
Jubilee Café is looking for volunteers to help with shopping and 
picking up orders from Eastern Illinois Foodbank.  
 
The Foodbank Shopper requires an hour training by EIF (Eastern Illinois Foodbank).  Once trained, this volunteer would shop 
once per week online, ordering items for Jubilee Café.  The cooks will generate a “wish list”.  The shopper looks for items on the 
wish list, orders them, and schedules a pick-up date & time.  All these shopping activities occur online, so can be done from the 
comfort of your home. Please note, training as a Foodbank Shopper also trains you as a Foodbank food pick up volunteer. 
 
The Foodbank food pick up volunteer requires a 30-minute training by EIF.  Once trained, the pick-up person goes to EIF at the 
scheduled pick up time (usually sometime on Monday morning but this is flexible) to pick up online orders.  The pick-up person 
can also shop in the onsite food area for refrigerated and bakery items that might be available.  The pick-up person will have 
access to the “wish list” from the cooks, so they can select items that will be use at Jubilee Café. 
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If you are interested in being training for one of these opportunities, please contact the Eastern Illinois Foodbank directly at 
217-328-3663. 
 
Once you receive the training, you can work with Johnell Bentz on your first order or pick up.  She can give you tips on how she 
selects items to order and schedule pick up times. She can also go to EIF with the pick-up volunteers to introduce you to the EIF 
staff. 
 
Questions? Contact Johnell Bentz | Johnell.bentz@gmail.com | 217-840-6483, call or text 

Save the Date! Sunday, June 2 

Let’s celebrate Pastor Connie as we remember all the many ways she has helped us over the past 3 years.  

Community Building will host a special coffee hour on Sunday, June 2nd.  We invite you to bring a card or note to share with 
Connie and/or contribute to a group “thank you” gift from her friends at CUCC. 

If you would like to contribute to a gift, please put your check in the offering plate and indicate on the memo line “Connie’s 
gift”, OR you can put cash in an envelope and mark for “Connie’s gift” on the outside of the envelope and put it in the offering 
plate OR you can send or bring in your donation to Rachel in the church office.  If you plan to contribute to the group gift, we 
ask that you do so by Sunday, May 26th. 

If you would like to help with the celebration (coffee hour, gift, etc.), please contact Randy Musser  (randy1253@hotmail.com) 
or Peg Wade (peg.wade@comcast.net). Thank you! 

Save the Date!  Saturday, August 3 

Save your treasures: items that are in good condition and likely to be sold (i.e., not broken, stained, 
etc.). Also, do not save clothing for the sale. More information about volunteering and when to 
drop off your items will be coming soon. Contact Johnell Bentz with questions. 
johnell.bentz@gmail.com or 217-840-6483. The Robbennolts will host the garage sale again this 
year. 
 

 
UCC Open and Affirming Coalition | National ONA Gathering | Milwaukee, June 18-20, 2019 
 
National ONA Gathering is the biennial family reunion of the Open and Affirming 
movement in the United Church of Christ! Members of any church—ONA or not-yet 
ONA—are welcome to attend. Expect a celebration with exuberant music, inspiring 
preaching, and workshops that will feed your mind and soul. Especially this year, when 
the Religious Right and their allies in federal and state governments are renewing their 
attack on the basic civil liberties of LGBTQ Americans, our growing community of churches needs to respond with confidence, 
commitment and faith. Much of this National Gathering will focus on how ONA churches can act faithfully in this crisis. We’ll 
learn best practices from vital and growing ONA churches. And, as is always true at our Gatherings, we’ll explore the 
intersections of our movement with other movements for social, racial, economic and environmental justice. 
Our ONA Banquet is one of the signature events at General Synod! This year our keynoter is the Rev. Justo Gonzalez II, interim 
Conference Minister of the Illinois Conference. The dinner is Friday evening, the day Synod convenes. Other guest speakers this 
year include Rev. Sonny Graves Matta, Rev. Mak Kneebone, and Andy Lang. Would you like to register? Visit 
https://openandaffirming.org/national-gathering/ 
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Milwaukee to Host General Synod June 21-25, 2019 

Mark your calendars for June 21-25, 2019 ! It will be the first time a General Synod will 
be held in Wisconsin. Aside from being known for its breweries, bratwurst and its 
cheese, Wisconsin is home to Harley Davidson motorcycles, the Green Bay Packers and 
the world's largest music festival. 

Wisconsin Conference Minister the Rev. Franz Rigert said, "Wisconsin, and Milwaukee in 
particular, are so much more than that. You'll find a thriving arts scene, a revitalized 
historic district and big city attractions." Visit http://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/the-general-synod/ for a plethora of 
information about the General Synod. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Matthew Desmond, winner of numerous awards for his book which chronicles the lives of several 
families in the poorest neighborhoods in Milwaukee, will be the keynote speaker at the the United Church of Christ General 
Synod 32. 

Tom Norwalk’s Retirement 

Dear Community, our Associate Conference Minister, Rev. Tom Norwalk, is retiring this month. Your Church Life Board will 
make a contribution towards his retirement gift out of funds we have available.  If you would like to contribute to this gift, you 
are invited to do so.  Checks may be made to CUCC, with Tom Norwalk written in the memo line.  Deadline to contribute is 
Thursday, May 9 

 
Did you miss worship? 
 
Don’t fret if you missed worship last week, or even a month ago! Sermons are recorded live each Sunday and can always be 
found via our YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/communityucc). You can enjoy numerous sermons in the comfort of your 
own home. Just give us a couple of days to get the previous Sunday uploaded. 

 

Contact CUCC:  

805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday |  9am - 3pm 
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