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Letter from Leah 

Each year, I spend five days in May at the Festival of Homiletics. The Festival gathers together the best of today’s preachers for a week of 

worship and lectures geared especially for clergy who preach. The Festival feeds my soul. I come home feeling like I did as a kid returning 

from church camp – renewed, invigorated, hopeful, and boldly dreaming, yet practical about how to apply faith to everyday life. While at 

the Festival, I Facebooked and Tweeted the best quotes from each session.  I wanted to include you in my experience. For those of you who 

aren’t connected on Twitter or Facebook, we’ve compiled the list, still in Twitterspeak, thus the abbreviations and hashtags. 

This year’s festival was really good. To incorporate these quotes from the progressive preachers and theologians featured at Festival of 

Homiletics, like Rev. Dr. William Barber, Jim Forbes, Brian McLaren, Dr. Frank A. Thomas, Rev. Dr. Amy Butler, and Bishop Yvette Flunder, 

print this Communigram and cut the quotes apart, place them in a basket or a bowl, and pull one out each morning as a part of your 

morning prayers. 

“We need a deeper moral language than left or right, liberal or conservative to challenge the lies. We need to speak in tongues. We speak 

from our deep Pentecostal, moral experience.” -- The Rev. Dr. William Barber II  

"If Jesus did one thing, he gave people free health care. He never charged a leper a co-pay." --The Rev. Dr. William Barber II 

The Rev. Dr. William Barber II says: when all the people who have been rejected (the poor people, Muslims, Jews, trans people, 

gay/lesbian/bi/queer, black/brown people, immigrants, uninsured, undereducated, etc) come out & come together, there'll be a moral 

revival in this country. 

 "It's bad! When it gets THIS BAD, something else is going on...watch for the Spirit to blow. When it gets THIS BAD, God doesn't sit 

around....God says: it's time to empower some people, it's the to anoint some people...." -- Jim Forbes talking about the multitude of crises 

(the crisis of truth, environment, health care, racial injustice, etc) facing us in these days.  

"You can no longer send a tweet or email. You must go directly to the 'king's" palace.....and create a prophetic spectacle."-- The Rev. Dr. 

William Barber II, inviting people to gather in DC and march to the gates of the White House on June 12 

“It is a sin to ask your people to tithe and then not fight for them to get a living wage.”-- The Rev. Dr. William Barber II  

“When you’re preparing a funeral sermon you better check that the deceased had health insurance so you’re not lying if you say ‘God called 

them home.’ God may WELCOME them home, but God didn’t CALL them home.” -- The Rev. Dr. William Barber II  

 



If your experience with spirituality doesn't prompt a quarrel with the world, it is empty....we need a moral Pentecost to illuminate our eyes. -- 

The Rev. Dr. William Barber II 

This is nothing new, this is simply the call and response of America, rooted in racism and violence. --The Rev. Dr. William Barber II, speaking 

on our current predicament in America 

How can the President lie to us? Because America is a country built on lies. You got a con operating in a system of cons... We are dealing with 

demons as old as America itself. --The Rev. Dr. William Barber II  

"If Jesus did one thing, he gave people free health care. He never charged a leper a co-pay." --The Rev. Dr. William Barber II 

We are in this predicament, America, because of racist voter suppression -- and that's NOT new and it's not Russia's fault. It's historical and 

systemic. Systemic racism is policy. --The Rev. Dr. William Barber II 

Racist voter suppression is the collusion of the original sin of American racism and its modern day incarnations. We have to name this sin, 

challenge it, & reclaim its power. We must say Woe unto those who legislate evil to break the demonic hold of racist, idolatrous voter 

suppression. --The Rev. Dr. William Barber II 

"Prophets: You can be filled with righteous indignation and be angry all the time....but no one will want to spend time with you.....we need 

the artists to open our moral imagination."-- Brian McLaren |Author 

I guarantee you that ALL of us want relationship -- poor and rich...As we choose sides, the chasm continues to grow. Could it be that God is 

calling you to LOVE both rich and poor...to bridge the great chasm? --Dr. Frank A. Thomas |Author 

"People can hear your prophetic indictment if you've got a sense of wonder, mystery, and hope. Far too much prophetic indictment appeals 

to fear." --Dr. Frank A. Thomas 

"The Romans weren't looking for salvation. They thought they WERE salvation after all," says --Matthew L. Skinner | Luther Seminary Faculty 

| Author  

The gospel we preach and live out is a public thing...Our declarations of the gospel will challenge other dominant moral systems. How do we 

do that without becoming dominators? I worry when we use our positions to create ideological litmus tests --Matthew L. Skinner 

Salvation happens face to face. That's where communities form...if Jesus is Lord, then the emperor is not. Hospitality, compassion, kindness, 

embodying new creation in how we live and practice. We don't out do the empower, we out love him. -- Matthew L. Skinner 

Jesus said, ‘I will be with you always.’ Jesus has come to stay and hang out. Late at night, in the kitchen. On the street corner. In next week’s 

text. In the person next to you. In everybody and every place. Until the end of the ages. —Dr. Anna Carter Florence  

"A little 'let's all be nice to each other' and call it a day is not going to cut it here...It is malpractice for any preacher to suggest this is just a 

difference of opinion." --The Rev. Dr. Amy Butler speaking on systems of evil, the work we are called to do to dismantle them. 

                                                                                                    Blessings,  

 

 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming CUCC events! 

Sunday, June 2 - Confirmation 

Sunday, June 9 - Confirmation and Pentecost Sunday 

Thursday, June 6 - Men’s Breakfast at Urbana Garden Family Restaurant, 7am 
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Tuesday, June 18 - Retiree’s Monthly Lunch, 11:30am 

Tuesday, June 18 - CLB Meeting, 6:30pm 

Sunday, July 28 - Interfaith Alliance Picnic from 4-6pm. Location TBA 

Sunday, August 18 - 10:15am Worship in the Park (Ambucs Park, Urbana | Jean Driscoll Pavilion | BBQ & Potluck to follow the 
service. 

Sunday, August 25 - Quad Day | CUCC will be serving hot dogs and bottled water outside the church 

 

Moderator’s Musings - May 
One of the odd things about being a college professor and living in a college town is that our lives tend to clash with nature. 
Ecclesiastes famously tells us that for everything there is a season, a time to plant and a time to pluck up what is planted. Yet as 
we plant our gardens, hear the birds, and welcome the flowers, our streets empty, energy flows away, and we bid goodbye to 
students, some for the summer and some for good. Cara and I call summer “blinky light season” because stop lights turn to four 
way stops. Church, too, changes over, as members leave, some for the summer and some for good. Quiet descends even as 
nature struts her stuff. 
  
Yet in the fall, as leaves turn and fall, as plants are plucked up, our town and church come to life once more. New members 
appear, the choir returns, songs fill the air, and students crowd our streets. We grumble–it’s impossible to get into Black Dog 
NOW–but we also welcome the fuss. Our lives renew even as the natural world beds down for the winter. 
  
So, enjoy the paradoxical summer calm. Visit that restaurant, enjoy the empty movie theater, hike across the prairie. Yet we’ll 
also be planning for the fall, because the harvest is coming and we must prepare. Take time this summer to breath, to plant, to 
think, to grow, to plan, to keep silence, to speak, and to love. 
  
Enjoy, John 
 

 
Just-for-Fun Breakfast | Wednesday, June 12 at 8:30am - Perkins on University. 
Everyone is welcome!  *Seeking new volunteer to send Just for Fun Breakfast reminders* 
 
 
 

 
Worship Team Requests  
Please consider joining our team of greeters whose role it is to welcome people into 
our sanctuary each week.  This is a great way to meet our church community members 
and give a moment of undivided attention to someone who might need a handshake, 
kind word, or hug Sunday morning.  We are looking for people to help welcome at the 
door as well as at the "name tag trees".  
We'd also love to hear new voices from the lectern.  Please consider serving as liturgist 
one Sunday.  Pastor Leah will train you and make sure you have readings ahead of the 
service.  
  
Contact Kathy Lee (K.Kew.Lee@gmail.com, 203-605-3830) to be added to the Greeter and Liturgist sign-up sheets, or visit:  
Litugists: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4aada823a0f94-summer 
Greeters:  
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Volunteer Opportunities are Endless at CUCC! 

Liturgists, Ushers, Jubilee Cafe, Campus Ministry, and much will surely keep you involved 
at CUCC. Check out the following links and sign-up for whatever strikes your fancy---we’d 
love to have you! 

Ushers: please  email info@community-ucc.org 

Coffee Hosts: email info@community-ucc.org  

Liturgists: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4aada823a0f94-summer 

Greeters: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-greeters 

Jubilee Cafe: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e45a5ae2caa8-volunteer12 

 

 

Church Life Board Takes First Steps in Planning Capital Campaign 

At its recent meeting on May 21, the Church Life Board reviewed preliminary plans for a concurrent annual pledge campaign 
and a capital campaign this coming fall. These discussions grew out of last September’s Summit when capital improvement 
needs, staffing priorities, and fundraising strategies were assessed. Task forces in each of these areas have continued to work 
during the winter and spring. The Building Task Force identified significant needs to preserve the integrity and safety of the 
building, in order to make it a hospitable and useable space for ministry. A Capital Campaign Task Force explored how to 
explain the ongoing operating costs and long-range costs in ways that might encourage support from members and friends of 
the church. They determined that a paid campaign consultant would bring a kind of skilled and focused attention to such an 
effort that we alone could not provide, leading to a successful stewardship season. After interviewing two companies and 
reviewing their proposals, the task force recommended a contract with the Rev. Terry Epling of Church Campaign Services. 
Terry will be working with many congregation members to plan and implement this important commitment to our future. He 
recently advised a very successful campaign at a nearby church. As Terry begins working with us, we will learn more about the 
many opportunities to be involved. 

We want to say thank you to the members of the Capital Campaign Task Force for their dedication and discernment over these 
months! We are grateful for Stephen Kolderup’s leadership of the task force, along with members Alison Anders, Cara 
Finnegan, Ken Gilbert, and Catherine White.  

 

 

From our Director of Youth Ministries 
Dear Community, 
 
I can’t believe we have basically wrapped up the month of May.  The youth had Sunday 
School and Confirmation throughout the month. The Confirmands have continued to learn 
about the progressive points of Christianity. We have talked about the importance of taking 
care of each other and the earth. The youth are quiet generally but are solid thinkers. They 
are thoughtful, kind young people. I’m so thankful to have the opportunity to work with 
them. 
 
The Confirmands will be confirmed on the following Sundays: 
June 2: Anya Gardner Claire Keenan, Owen Mahannah 
June 9: Amelia Isaacs, Alex Kloster, Joel Powers-Ege 
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Thank you to all of the sponsors who have worked alongside the youth - Sue Osborne, Kristy Brownfield, Lucy Cross, Tom Ward, 
Jen Robbennolt, and Beth Hogan. You have been amazing.  
 
We will continue to have youth Sunday school during the month of June.  
 
Blessings, 
Jessica Smiley 

 
 

Love Letters to Confirmands 
We are collecting letters for all the Confirmands. As you may recall, a special part of the Confirmation workshop which was held 
in May was asking parents, sponsors, congregation members, other family members and friends to 
write a “Love Letter” to each of the Confirmands.  
 
We need your letters before worship on Sunday, June 2nd!  
 
This letter should be very positive and life-giving.  Please do not hesitate to go the extra mile with 
what you write.  It may have a lasting impact for years to come. 

Ideas for things to write about might be: 

● Some of the things that make you proud of the youth 
● The hopes and dreams you hold out for him/her 
● How happy you are that he/she has chosen to be confirmed 
● Anything else you’ve always wanted to say, but just didn’t get around to 
● Parents have shared some creative love letter ideas includes adding pictures or cards 

The letter is kept a SECRET until it is given out during worship.  So write your letter, seal it, and put the youth’s name on the 
outside and place it on the desk in the office..  

The 2019 Confirmands are:  Anya Gardner, Amelia Issacs, Claire Keenan, Alex Kloster, Owen Mahannah and Joel Powers-Ege 

 
 

An Opportunity for Hospitality  
As you know by now, the Espresso Royale and other business located across the street from us have closed so that the building 
can be torn down and yet another high-rise can be built. 
 
This raised the question: what opportunity for ministry does this present for us? 
 
At the 2018 Summit, the idea was floated to renovate the parlor kitchen, upgrading it so 
that a small scale food provider could use it and the parlor as their dining space. Many of 
us have also wondered what’s next for Jubilee Café, how might we expand that ministry 
that meets food insecurity needs as well as the deep need for community. With our much 
beloved coffee shop closing for the foreseeable future, and perhaps forever, is there an 
opportunity for us? 
As we discern these questions, I want you to go watch the Brene Brown Netflix special: The Call to Courage. As we all enter into 
swift prayerful discernment together, would you do so considering Brown’s invitation to be courageous? 
 
On Sunday, May 26, Pastor Leah led an open discussion after worship about the aforementioned. Here’s a summary of idea 
discussed.  
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Space at CUCC: 

CUCC is bigger, has handicapped accessible space, light (meaning big and airy, not cozy), atmosphere, parlor has comfy chairs, 

6th street church entrances are welcoming. 

Espresso Royale had good and safe wifi, indoor/outdoor seating, upstairs & downstairs, other locations on campus with space 

include: University YMCA, McKinley, Newman’s Cafeteria,  St. Andrew’s Lutheran Café, etc. 

  

CUCC *Not* Just a Place to Buy Coffee: 

individuals have written dissertations, never hurried out, book club location, support group location, meeting location, Sunday 

School class/location, socialization, special place, a place to be cozy, meeting place on campus, local, alone; not isolated, cool 

place in the summer/warm place in the winter, diverse population. 

  

Ideas for Consideration: 

§  This fall 1st groups of students who are tuition free, who may not have extra $. 

§  Individuals transitioning back into society: can be trained to cook and bake, in turn-selling coffee and baked goods. 

§  24 hour a day Jubilee Café. 

§  Soup/pie/decent coffee and tea. 

§  Dignified way for people to pay what they can. 

§  Parlor as a commons, parlor as a flex space with different classes, choices, brown bag lunch 

§  Organizations: DREAMM, First Followers, Smokey’s BBQ 

§  Percolator of cocoa in the entryway. 

§  Make layout simple. Open building for use. 

§  24 hours a day with food and flexibility 

  

Resources Needed: 

§  Stuff (furniture and food) 

§  Staffing (people) 

§  Security (people) 

 
Please watch for future communication from CUCC about a follow-up meeting.  
 

 
Jubilee Cafe News 
Dear CUCC, 
 
Jubilee Café is looking for volunteers to help with shopping and 
picking up orders from Eastern Illinois Foodbank.  
 
The Foodbank Shopper requires an hour training by EIF (Eastern Illinois Foodbank).  Once trained, this volunteer would shop 
once per week online, ordering items for Jubilee Café.  The cooks will generate a “wish list”.  The shopper looks for items on the 
wish list, orders them, and schedules a pick-up date & time.  All these shopping activities occur online, so can be done from the 
comfort of your home. Please note, training as a Foodbank Shopper also trains you as a Foodbank food pick up volunteer. 
 
The Foodbank food pick up volunteer requires a 30-minute training by EIF.  Once trained, the pick-up person goes to EIF at the 
scheduled pick up time (usually sometime on Monday morning but this is flexible) to pick up online orders.  The pick-up person 
can also shop in the onsite food area for refrigerated and bakery items that might be available.  The pick-up person will have 
access to the “wish list” from the cooks, so they can select items that will be use at Jubilee Café. 
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If you are interested in being training for one of these opportunities, please contact the Eastern Illinois Foodbank directly at 
217-328-3663. 
 
Once you receive the training, you can work with Johnell Bentz on your first order or pick up.  She can give you tips on how she 
selects items to order and schedule pick up times. She can also go to EIF with the pick-up volunteers to introduce you to the EIF 
staff. 
 
Questions? Contact Johnell Bentz | Johnell.bentz@gmail.com | 217-840-6483, call or text 

 
 

 
Check out CUCC’s Library Inventory from the Comfort of Your Own Couch! 
 
Our library is catalogued online at Library Thing-- www.librarything.com. Our username is 
Community-UCC (or community-ucc-- capitalization doesn't seem to matter).  Our password is 
NB2016cucc.  

 
Or stop by the library in person and see what we have to offer! 
 
 

 
Updates Regarding our Trash & Recycling Dumpsters in the Parking Lot 
  
With the closure of Espresso Royale, CUCC has now taken over the monthly fees associated 
with the dumpsters in our parking lot. 
  
There are a couple of changes worth noting (please forward this to anyone I may have 
missed who may be responsible for taking out trash/recycling): 
  
Beginning Monday, June 3, the larger of the two dumpsters will be used for all recyclables 
(cardboard, paper, aluminum, plastic, but NO glass). Recyclables will be picked up twice per month. We can now recycle most 
things here at CUCC. Yay! Everything else deemed trash, including glass, will go in the smaller dumpster and the trash will be 
picked up weekly. 
  
If you want to continue recycling glass, you’ll have to take those items home and recycle them with your personal recyclables. 
  
 
 

Save the Date!  Saturday, August 3 
Save your treasures: items that are in good condition and likely to be sold (i.e., not broken, stained, 
etc.). Also, do not save clothing for the sale. More information about volunteering and when to 
drop off your items will be coming soon. Contact Johnell Bentz with questions. 
johnell.bentz@gmail.com or 217-840-6483. The Robbennolts will host the garage sale again this 
year. 
 
 
 

 

7 

mailto:Johnell.bentz@gmail.com
http://www.librarything.com/
http://www.librarything.com/


 
UCC Open and Affirming Coalition | National ONA Gathering | 
Milwaukee, June 18-20, 2019 
 
National ONA Gathering is the biennial family reunion of the Open and Affirming 
movement in the United Church of Christ! Members of any church—ONA or not-yet ONA—are welcome to attend. Expect a 
celebration with exuberant music, inspiring preaching, and workshops that will feed your mind and soul. Especially this year, 
when the Religious Right and their allies in federal and state governments are renewing their attack on the basic civil liberties of 
LGBTQ Americans, our growing community of churches needs to respond with confidence, commitment and faith. Much of this 
National Gathering will focus on how ONA churches can act faithfully in this crisis. We’ll learn best practices from vital and 
growing ONA churches. And, as is always true at our Gatherings, we’ll explore the intersections of our movement with other 
movements for social, racial, economic and environmental justice. 
Our ONA Banquet is one of the signature events at General Synod! This year our keynoter is the Rev. Justo Gonzalez II, interim 
Conference Minister of the Illinois Conference. The dinner is Friday evening, the day Synod convenes. Other guest speakers this 
year include Rev. Sonny Graves Matta, Rev. Mak Kneebone, and Andy Lang. Would you like to register? Visit 
https://openandaffirming.org/national-gathering/ 

Milwaukee to Host General Synod June 21-25, 2019 

Mark your calendars for June 21-25, 2019 ! It will be the first time a General Synod will 
be held in Wisconsin. Aside from being known for its breweries, bratwurst and its 
cheese, Wisconsin is home to Harley Davidson motorcycles, the Green Bay Packers and 
the world's largest music festival. 

Wisconsin Conference Minister the Rev. Franz Rigert said, "Wisconsin, and Milwaukee in 
particular, are so much more than that. You'll find a thriving arts scene, a revitalized 
historic district and big city attractions." Visit http://www.wcucc.org/about-wcucc/the-general-synod/ for a plethora of 
information about the General Synod. 

Pulitzer Prize-winning author Matthew Desmond, winner of numerous awards for his book which chronicles the lives of several 
families in the poorest neighborhoods in Milwaukee, will be the keynote speaker at the the United Church of Christ General 
Synod 32. 

 

Did you miss worship? 
 
Don’t fret if you missed worship last week, or even a month ago! Sermons are recorded live each Sunday and can always be 
found via our YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/communityucc). You can enjoy numerous sermons in the comfort of your 
own home. Just give us a couple of days to get the previous Sunday uploaded. 

 

Contact CUCC:  

805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | email: info@community-ucc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday |  9am - 3pm 
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