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Letters from Leah 

The birth of Jubilee Café. 

A renewed commitment to UCC Campus Ministry at UIUC. 

The reveal of new branding, a new website, and a reinvigorated social media presence. 

These are the results of the visioning process we launched several years ago, first with the New Beginnings process, then the 
reVision process.  First, we were able to get clear on what we believed and re-embrace our core values of being a just-peace, 
theologically progressive, open and affirming congregation located in the heart of the University of Illinois campus.  We are 
worth our words.  Next, we were able to put our words into action by investing heavily in mission. Tasks forces imagined what 
our words might look like embodied – that’s how Jubilee Café came into being.  That’s also how the Campus Ministry, in 
cooperation with CUCC, has been able to move through this year of transition building for the future while engaging students 
all without a staff person at the helm.  A task force also worked with a local marketing firm so that we can easily communicate 
who we are to people who are searching. In a time when people are searching for communities of faith that value inclusivity, 
don’t see questions as heretical, and help people make meaning in their lives, branding for a church like ours is an essential 
evangelism tool.  Evangelism is part of mission. 

It’s no wonder our giving increased for 2019 – we put mission first.  

Good job, CUCC. 

The next phase of our visioning process began in September when many of us gathered for another Summit meeting in 
Fellowship Hall.  The topics for discussion came from the congregation and the Church Life Board.  It became clear that now 
that we have our missional priorities straight, we must focus on stewardship of our resources in a broad sense: care for our 100 
year old building and staffing the ministries of education, care, and music.  Our congregational Coach, Rev. Gregg Carlson from 
the Center for Progressive Renewal was here to facilitate that experience and I have continued invaluable monthly coaching 
calls with him.  Three task forces formed and have met regularly.  Although we had set a three month deadline within which 
those groups were to complete their work, their work has proven more involved than that time would allow.  Your Church Life 
Board has extended their deadlines and we will hear reports from them at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27.  

The staffing task force has polled you, the congregation, and looked at various models of accomplishing ministry. They’ve also 
discerned, deeply, what our needs are and what our capacity is.  It’s important to look at both things in order to make 
sustainable choices. The building task forces has engaging with engineers who are taking a detailed look at our building to 

 



determine what the actual issues are.  It may look like a leak in the roof from our perspective, but what’s really going on? 
That’s the question they are asking.  The capital campaign task force is interviewing consultants who will help us determine 
what our actual giving capacity is -- in other words: does our ability to giving to a campaign meet the scope of the tasks at 
hand?  We’ll see.  

Lately, I’ve sat in lots of meetings and had post-meeting conversations about what lays before us.  The unknown is always 
something, isn’t it.  Some of us are excited about the possibilities with faith that we will get to solve some building issues AND 
do some fun enhancements to our facility.  Others among us are bewildered by all the yet unanswered questions.  And still, 
others are expecting we’ll have to make hard decisions regarding our physical plant due to costs.  

I am reminded, at times like these, when there are more questions than answers, of the Thomas Merton prayer which begins, 
“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannot know for certain where it will end.” 
The prayer goes on to affirm that the desire to please God “does in fact please” God.  Merton continues, “And I hope I have that 
desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this, you will lead 
me by the right road though I may know nothing about it.’  As I have listened to folks talk about what awaits 
us, this last part of the prayer has anchored my faith when fear of the unknown threatens.  We may not see 
the road ahead of us, but we have sought to please God by putting mission first.  Our desires as a 
congregation have been shaped by these choices in profound ways.  We can trust that, no matter what we 
hear from our task forces, God will continue to lead us.  Moreover, we can trust that God will continue to 
be faithful to us and we will continue to be God’s people. 

See you at the Annual Meeting on January 27.  Blessings,  

  

  

 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming CUCC events! 

January 4 - Taking Down the Christmas Decor Party & light supper 

January 6 - Epiphany Sunday 

January 13 - Baptism of Christ - Remembrance of Baptism 

January 27 - Annual Meeting & Summit Task Force Updates 

February 1 & 2- Annual Leadership Retreat for CUCC leaders 

February 8 & 9 - Campus Ministry Presents: Queering the Faith 2.0 featuring Bishop Yvette Flunder 

February 17 - Chad O’Neil’s Ecclesial Council 

 

Moderator’s Musings 
Hi Community, 
 
Personally, January is always weird for me. I'm not a fan of winter to begin with, and all of the 
kindness and festiveness that makes December OK dries up by January. Come January, it's still 
cold outside and the days are still short. So, as we embrace a new year and new beginnings, I 
ask that we not forget the kindness and gratefulness of the holidays. Even when it's cold 
outside, our hearts can still be warm for all around us. Let us continue to be lights in the world 
for whomever needs it, even if that is ourselves. Best, Kristy Brownfield 

 

 

 



Farewell to our Director of Music, Cara Chowning 
On December 16, we bid farewell and best wishes to our Director of Music, Cara Chowning.  From the bottom of our 
hearts, THANK YOU for all your hard work over the years.  We have been blessed by your ministry.  

 
*Photos courtesy of Sue Osborne.

 

Introducing our New Intern: Larissa Kluwe 

Intern Larissa Kluwe will serve CUCC, working with youth, Campus Ministry, 
Jubilee Cafe, and the congregation at large, from January 12-February 22.  Let’s 
welcome her! 

Hi, my name is Larissa Ann Kluwe, I am 22 years old and I am from Frankfurt, 
Germany. Currently I study to become a youth pastor at a school called 
"Marburger Bibelseminar“. Bevor I started bible college, I lived in Ireland for one 
year. I volunteered there with the missions organisation Operation Mobilisation 
(OM). Within this year I took part in a discipleship training and helped out with Children’s and Youth Ministry in a 
church. Now my school requires a six weeks long internship to gain work experience starting January 12th. It was my 
desire to absolve this internship in the US, since I could imagine working there in my future. Luckily my teacher gave 
me the information about UCC and the contact of Pastor Leah Robberts- Mosser. I am really happy and thankful to 
have the opportunity to get to know UCC, the work and of course all the people who are involved in the church. 

Greetings from Germany and Happy Holidays, Larissa Ann Kluwe  

 

CUCC Welcomes Interim Music Director Debra Myers 

After the New Year CUCC will welcome Debra Myers as interim choir director. Debra is the owner 
of Sound of Music Studio in Champaign and has previously worked as a voice coach for Parkland 
College, in addition to being the former vocal director at the Champaign Theatre Company. Debra 
has a degree in vocal performance/opera from UIUC. Please welcome Debra when you see her! 

 

A few words from your Spring 2019 Childcare Coordinator 

My name is Hannah Wright and I am a senior at the University of Illinois majoring in Human 
Development and Family Studies with a concentration in Child and Adolescent Development. 

In addition to serving at church, I will be able to provide babysitting services until the end of 
April. My email is hewrigh2@illinois.edu, and my phone number is 630-824-7275. The other two 
childcare workers are Manal Ahmed and Grace Malone who are both sophomores at the University of Illinois.  

 



A new worship series starts January 6! 

  
A Life Worth Living is an expansion and revision of Marcia McFee’s 
“For the Sake of Life” Series, shaped by Pastor Connie. 

In John 10:10, we hear Jesus declare, “I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.” But, how does abundant life really happen? 
What are its hallmarks? 

This series asks, “How can we live so that we experience the 
abundant life Jesus promises? 

Each week is anchored by an intention for the week, something WE 
WILL look for, believe, or do.  Setting such intentions and moving 
towards them intentionally will draw us into the abundant life that 
Jesus promised, which is ours already.  This series also reminds us, at 
every turn, that the abundant life Jesus promises is not for only for 
us, but for our neighbors as well. We will plant, walk, speak, share, 
and shine, being drawn in ever more so to a life worth living.  That’s 
the birthright of all people as children of God.  See what’s in store for 
you this Epiphany Season! 

 

January 6, 2019—Epiphany --WE WILL SEEK SIGNS OF GOD’S LOVE 
focuses on Matthew 2:1-12 

The familiar passage about the Wise Men seeking out the Christ Child 
invites us to reflect on the ways we can seek out the unexpected 
places where God’s love is at work in the world so that we might 
cooperate with and participate in that work. 

 We will receive Star Gifts this morning.  Come to worship and receive your watchword for the year.  

 

January 13, 2019 – Baptism of Christ Sunday --WE WILL PLANT SEEDS OF HOPE focuses on Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

The seeds of hope for God’s reign of justice and peace are sown in the Incarnation.  These seeds are further watered in the 
waters of the Jordan.  Jesus’ baptism, and our own, water the seeds of hope within us, a hope that hangs on liberation.  As 
Daniel Erlander says in the book “Manna and Mercy”, “ Those who were ready for liberation were baptized by John in the Jordan 
River. Yahweh, the lover God, smiled because an old story was happening again.  The partner people were going through a new 
Reed Sea Event…..this marked a new beginning, another chance.” And new chances are always a sign of hope! 

On this day when we welcome Intern Larissa Kluwe, we will celebrate a Renewal of Baptism this morning for all people and 
offer Baptisms for infant, children, and adults who have not yet received the Sacrament.  Would you like to be baptized? 
Would you like your child to be baptized?  Please contact the office by January 7 (info@community-ucc.org). 

  

January 20, 2019--WE WILL NEVER BE FORSAKEN focuses on Isaiah 62:1-5 

God promises that our name is no longer “Forsaken,” by instead, “My Delight is in Her.”  Knowing that we are held fast forever 
in God’s love, we reach out to share that kind of love with others. 

 

January 27, 2019--WE WILL WALK WITH ONE ANOTHER focuses on 1 Corinthians 12: 12-31 

We are each gifted for the building up of the community, so it takes all of us together to make a healthy community where 
God’s love can be experienced and shared.  How will we walk with one another? 

 



February 3, 2019--WE WILL SPEAK OUT WITH LOVE focuses on Jeremiah 1: 4 and 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

Do you ever wonder what you were born to do?  When we see people who have embodied that place where, as Fredrick 
Buechner puts it, their “greatest joy meets the world’s greatest need,” such an encounter is astonishingly powerful.  What were 
you made to do and how is it shaped by love? 

 

February 10, 2019--WE WILL SHARE WITH ALL focuses on Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) 

 The familiar “Who will go for me?” text invites us to consider how we are sent to share what we have received from God.  

 We will celebrate Holy Communion this Sunday. 

 

February 17, 2019--WE WILL LIVE AS BLESSING focuses on Jeremiah 17:5-10 and Luke 6:17-16 

Those who trust in God are like those planted by streams of water, bearing good fruit. We are blessed by God and continually 
given what we need to flourish.  What might it look like for us to live as if we were not just blessed, but as if we were blessings to 
others? 

 

 February 24, 2019--WE WILL LOVE AND FORGIVE focuses on Luke 6:27-38 

When we live with intention, mindful of our own shortcomings, and with the knowledge that our enemies are also beloved 
children of God, we are able to practice forgiveness instead of holding grudges.  We are better able to lead with love.  How 
might setting this intention change you, our cities, our country, our world? 

 

 March 3, 2019—Transfiguration Sunday--WE WILL LET OUR LIGHT SHINE focuses on Luke 9:28-36 (37-43a) 

Through the familiar Transfiguration story, as followers of Christ, we have come to know that we too are “transfigured, 
enlightened, emblazoned”.  So we live as those who are part of God’s reign of light and love. 

  

 
 

New Book group: Mudhouse Sabbath 
The group that was reading Parker Palmer's On the Brink of Everything finished with that book a 
couple of weeks ago and decided they wanted to keep meeting. You are invited to come 
join us at Lincoln Square (in the area with tables near Common Ground) on Wednesday, 
January 9th, at 1:30pm.  On that day, we will share some of our favorite poems with each 
other and make decisions about how to approach our next book, Mudhouse Sabbath by 
Lauren Winner.  If you would like to look over the book to see if you would be interested, 
see Pastor Connie.  She has a few copies of the study edition of the book on hand and can 
order more. 
  

 

 

Taking Down the Christmas Decorations Party 

We will take down the Christmas decorations on Friday, January 4th beginning at 5:30 
p.m. with a light supper. Then we will take down and box up the decorations and put 
them away until next year.  Hope you can join us...many helping hands will make it go 
much quicker!  Thank you! 

 



 

Our first No-Agenda, Just-for-Fun Breakfast will be Wednesday, January 9th, at 
8:30am. at Perkins on University.   Everyone is welcome!   It helps to have a general idea of 
how many to expect, so please sign up on the whiteboard in the parlor or let Pastor Connie 
know you plan to come.  If you find you can come at the last minute, however, please do-- 
we'll make room! 

 

 

Caroling a Success on Saturday, December 15 

We caroled at 5 different stops and visited at total of 10 people.  Approximately 16 different carolers joined us for all 
or part of the afternoon.  

  

At each stop we delivered poinsettias and Christmas cards (hand-made by Sue Osborne 
and signed by all the carolers).  We sang a variety of songs from our caroling books and 
even added one in Japanese for Elizabeth Easely.  At most of the stops the visitees (as 
well as other residents and staff of some of the senior facilities we visited) joined in as 
we sang the familiar holiday songs. 

  

A big thank you from the Care Team to the carolers (with a special thanks to Kathy Lee 
for leading the songs at most of the stops), to the drivers, and to those who offered us a gracious welcome at each of 
our stops. 

 

Interested in helping make our church more welcoming?  Consider signing up to serve as a greeter on a 

Sunday morning.  Sign up once or regularly, as a single person, with a friend or as a family.  Contact Kathy Lee or 
Alison Anders with questions.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-greeters 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunities are Endless at CUCC! 

Liturgists, Ushering, Jubilee Cafe, Campus Ministry and much will surely keep you involved at CUCC. Check out the 
following links and sign-up for whatever strikes your fancy---we’d love to have you! 

Ushers: email info@community-ucc.org 

Coffee Hosts: email info@community-ucc.org  

Liturgists: Click here! 

Greeters: Click here! 

Campus Ministry Student Lunch Sign-Up: Click here! 

Jubilee Cafe: Click here! 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-greeters
mailto:info@community-ucc.org
mailto:info@community-ucc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-cucc1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d49a5a92fa13-greeters
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0449ada728a0fe3-student
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e45a5ae2caa8-volunteer12


From our Director of Youth Ministries 

Dear Community, 

I can't believe Christmas is almost here. The year seemed to go by quickly and yet at some 
points seemed to go fairly slow.  I pray that you have found some blessings amidst some of 
the challenges of this past year. The youth have had a great December. We had Youth 
Sunday School, Confirmation and youth group. 

The Confirmands are continuing to learn about Progressive Points of Christianity.  We have 
discussed the following points up to this point: 

1.  Believe that following the path and teachings of Jesus can lead to an awareness and 

experience of the Sacred and the Oneness and Unity of all life; 

2.  Affirm that the teachings of Jesus provide but one of many ways to experience the 

Sacredness and Oneness of life, and that we can draw from diverse sources of wisdom in 

our spiritual journey; 

3.  Seek community that is inclusive of ALL people, including but not limited to: 

Conventional Christians and questioning skeptics, Believers and agnostics, Women and 

men, Those of all sexual orientations and gender identities, Those of all classes and abilities; 

The Confirmands have also learned about the origin of the Bible and the meaning it can 
provide us in our lives.  

We had our Christmas Youth Gathering on Sunday, December 16th. Eight youth 
played games, ate some good food and talked about the 
Christmas story.  I love how their learning in various 
activities at CUCC comes out in playing games and 
laughing together. 

I will not be in worship on Sunday, December 23nd so 
youth are encouraged to stay in worship with their 
families. We will have Confirmation Class on December 
30th.  Confirmands will be writing introductions about 
themselves so look for those in the future 
Communigrams.  We are excited for the opportunity for 
the congregation to get to know them better. 

 

The following events are happening in January with our youth: 

Youth Sunday School: January 6th and January 20th  

Confirmation Class: January 13th and January 27th  

Youth Group: Sunday, January 27th 

If you have any questions regarding youth activities, feel free to reach 
out by email at jessica@community-ucc.org or call/text at 217-552-8063.  

Blessings, Jessica Smiley 

 

 



 

New Members Welcomed on Sunday, December 16 

On Sunday, December 16 we welcomed 9 new members and friends into the CUCC community: Michelle 
Grimm-Gossett, Jan Hiland & Stephen Kolderup, Andy & Julie McClure, Doug & Nancy Smith, Fran Youst and Zoe 
Tucker. Here are some of their Statements of Faith: 

 

“I grew up in a very conservative Christian church and community... Not only were women pastors unheard of, but to 
my knowledge women could not even vote on church matters--their husbands spoke for them. This, to me, felt so 
egregiously wrong. My brothers were not even interested in church, but because they were male they would have a 
say and I wouldn't. It was not only unfair, it was downright ridiculous. 

As the years went by I tried out lots of differing churches. I always had a faith in God but I sometimes couldn't 
reconcile how I felt him in my heart to how he was portrayed by certain church leaders, even those held in highest 
esteem. I'm still flummoxed by that, actually. 

Eventually I had somewhat of a crisis of faith. I thought it was God I had a problem with, 
but it turns out it was the churches that I didn't like. So slowly I stopped listening to the 
preaching and then stopped attending altogether. It also didn't seem right the way the 
Bible was misinterpreted so often. It seems that all anyone had to do was pick one or two 
verses out and exclaim "The Bible clearly says [insert controversial political point of view 
or self-promoting principle here]." But what about the historical context? What about the 
overall picture of the heart of God? What about the teachings of Jesus? 

After a few years I missed being part of a faith community. I decided to try looking for a 
church that was truly inclusive, and one that reached out to the community in love. I 
brought my kids to church with me and one Sunday the kids made a "kindness box" full of 
ideas of how to reach out to others in love. That is when I knew for sure I wanted to 
become a part of this church. Kindness really is everything! I so appreciate this community 
for being loving to ALL, and for loving and welcoming me as a new member.” -Michelle 
Grimm-Gossett 

 

“I have been in loving communities of faith, since my Christening at the Episcopal Church in Waltham, MA. I have 
memories of Sunday School that go back to kindergarten at the First Baptist Church in Meriden CT. But my strongest 
memories are of growing up in the First Congregational Church in Meriden where I bonded with the youth group, 
went on mission trips, and built the faith foundation from which I launched into 
adult life. Even in college, I was active in the Lutheran Chapel program at Gettysburg 
College and sang in the Chapel Choir. There were a few years after college where I 
couldn’t find a church where I fit, but a chance meeting in a bar, linked me back up 
with another loving faith community. Since then I have been actively involved in a 
church wherever I was living.  

From 2000 - 2017, I served as a Presbyterian pastor’s wife as my husband Stephen 
Kolderup served churches as an interim pastor. I have never been without my 
unswerving faith in a loving God.  I have had the opportunity to doubt, question, and 
grow in that faith throughout my life.  I believe that our faith is only the first step in 
our Christian life and must be fleshed out in service to the world.  I have attempted 
to do that inside and outside the church communities that have hosted me.” -Janice 
Hiland 

 

 



 

 

“I grew up in the Catholic Church, attending with my mother as a child. As she fell away from the church, I did as 
well. With the impending birth of my daughter, we made a decision to get back into church. We spent several years 

in a UMC church, but we would occasionally find ourselves as outsiders in a very 
conservative congregation. 

 Two years ago, that became unsustainable, as I wanted my children to know where I 
stood, and who I stood with. That led to a search for church that showed Jesus’s love to 
everyone. We found that at CUCC, and decided this is where we wanted to be in 
community.”        -- Andy McClure 

 

“I have been a part of a faith community for most of my life, minus my college and just 
after college years. Though I didn’t always appreciate it growing up, the experiences I 
had in that first home church were important and formative…enough so that I felt it was 
important for us to raise our kids in a church. For 12ish years we were a part of a church 
that I credit with deepening my knowledge of the bible and showing me what a 
connection with God could look like. However, it eventually became clear that we were 
in a place that didn’t entirely line up with our personal values, and began to seek out a 

new church home. One that was truly inclusive and welcoming to all. 

There are times that it’s difficult for me to speak or think with complete assurance of my faith, and sometimes I 
question the teaching of the bible and of the broader Christian community. But I hold tight to the calls to seek justice 
and love kindness, and I’ve seen the good that can come from a community of faith that is collectively doing the 
same. I see that here at CUCC, and I look forward to being a part it.”           -Julie McClure 

 

“We came to this church because we were looking for an open and affirming church after leaving a United Methodist 
Church (UMC) where I am a charter member. While the service at CUCC has traditional aspects, there are there are 
most certainly wonderfully progressive elements that speak deeply to me......a singing bowl, a hymnal honoring both 
female and male aspects of God, blessing ceremonies when beloveds claim a name, oh, and on and on....Quite a 
contrast to my life-long UMC experience! But I've always been full of questions and felt 
that any questions outside the church's lines/ norms were wrong. There must be  the right 
way to believe and deviations/questions makes you "less than.”  Here, I've found a place 
where my questions, practices and heart are welcome and accepted. This is home.” 
-Nancy Smith 

 

“What first attracted us to this church were the flags. Bold statements of diversity and 
acceptance for the whole world to see.  I also remember the “Nuclear Weapons Free 
Zone” sign that used to hang on this church, another bold proclamation! When we first 
attended, I was met with “All are Welcome”, then the congregation showed me that they 
really meant it. EVERYONE IS WELCOME, even me.”                              -Doug Smith  

 

*New Member photos courtesy of Sue Osborne. 

 

 



 

Building Task Force Survey 

At our last all church summit meeting, a Building Task Force was formed to develop a plan to repair and update our 
church facilities.  

In Phase I, we want to ensure the church’s “envelope” is in good condition so that we 
can then proceed with subsequent interior enhancements. Phase I is anticipated to 
include inspection, repair, upkeep, or replacement of the following: 

● Roof areas 
● Downspouts and drainage 
● Glass bricks (now filled with water) on the parking lot side of the building 
● Elevator reliability 
● Exterior steps 
● Masonry and mortar joints 
● Chimney stack 

We need some additional input and prioritization of Phase II (and later) ideas. We’ve compiled a list and would like 
your help to determine priorities. Please complete the following survey so your voice can be included: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CNWZ6GX 

If you have any questions, please reach out to a member of the Building Task Force:  Patty Gropp, Elena Kasper, John 
Mannen, Grant Robbennolt, Tom Ward, or David Wilcox. 

 

 

Do you know someone in need? Read on for resources! 

C-U at Home engages and mobilizes our community to house and support the 
most vulnerable homeless on their journey of healing and restoration. There are 
many great resources on the C-U at Home website which can be found by clicking 
here. The Phoenix Drop-In Center, Transitional Housing, Transportation Ministry, 
Street Outreach and Education Advocacy are just a few. See fliers below for 
current C-U at Home services and fundraising events. Also United way of 
Champaign County has compiled at Winter 2018-2019 Services guide. Guide is available at CUCC or you can 
download your own copy by clicking here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CNWZ6GX
https://www.cuathome.us/
http://www.uwayhelps.org/211


 

Milwaukee to Host General Synod in 2019 

Mark your calendars! It will be the first time a General Synod will be held in 
Wisconsin. Aside from being known for its breweries, bratwurst and its cheese, 
Wisconsin is home to Harley Davidson motorcycles, the Green Bay Packers and 
the world's largest music festival. 

Wisconsin Conference Minister the Rev. Franz Rigert said, "Wisconsin, and Milwaukee in 
particular, are so much more than that. You'll find a thriving arts scene, a revitalized historic district and big city 
attractions." Click here for full article. 

 

 

 

 

 

June 21-25, 2019 Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Official Call to Synod 

I am officially calling all delegates, visitors, and friends of the United Church of Christ, to join us in Milwaukee                    

Wisconsin for the 32ndGeneral Synod, June 21-25, 2019! 

The 32ndGeneral Synod promises to be an inspiring and engaging event in the life of the Church. Our keynote speaker                    

is Dr. Matthew Desmond, professor of Sociology at Princeton University and Pulitzer Prize winner for the book,                 

“Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City.” 

The preachers for the worship services are, for Friday’s Opening Worship Service, The Rev. Kaji Spellman Douša,                 

Sunday’s Community Worship Service, The Rev. Traci deVon Blackmon, Monday’s Worship Service, The Rev. Sharon               

Mei-Shem MacArthur and for the Closing Worship Service, The Rev. Dr. Amy Butler. 

We will also celebrate the ministries of retiring Associate Executive Minister for Global Engagement and Operations, 

Co-executive of Global Ministries of The Rev. Dr. Jim Moos and Mr. Don Hart, President and Chief Investment Officer, 

United Church Funds. 

We will re-elect the General Minister and President and elect a new Associate  

Executive Minister for Global Engagement and Operations, Co-executive of Global Ministries.  

I invite you to bring a spirit of love, of compassion, of openness and of hope with you.  I look forward to seeing you in 

Milwaukee! Until then, let the light of the living Christ shine in and through you, and be known to all whom you meet 

along the way. 

John C. Dorhauer 

General Minister and President 

 

http://www.ucc.org/news_gs_wisconsin_conference_extends_a_welcome_to_milwaukee_for_general_synod_2019_07062017


 

Campus Ministry Volunteer Sign-Ups 

The 2019 sign-up sheets are up on the whiteboard in the vestibule outside the parlor for: 

● hosting Campus Ministry Sunday lunches 
● providing Thursday Open House snacks 

We appreciate you taking a look at the dates and signing up as you are available.  Thanks 

 

 

 

Fun Times at the Schnuer Home On Sunday, December 9, Campus MInistry students visited the home of 
Richard & Susan Schnuer for lunch and games. Santa even took time out of his busy schedule and made an 
appearance! Here are a few photos from that afternoon. *Photos courtesy of Susan Schnuer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Queering Faith 2.0 

 UCC Campus Ministry at UIUC is pleased to host Queering Faith 2.0 featuring the Rev. Dr. Yvette Flunder, a preeminent leader 
in the LGBT movement in America. Over the last twenty-five years Bishop Flunder has been instrumental in shaping faith 
messaging to advance LGBT dignity and acceptance in spiritual settings and has made great impact on HIV/AIDS policies 
regarding people of color in the US and Zimbabwe.  

  

The event will begin at 7:30 pm on Friday, February 8.  A conversation and breakfast for students with Rev. Dr. Flunder will 
take place the next morning, February 9.  Please plan to attend and volunteer if you are able.  Look for sign up sheets in the 
new year.  Invite your friends! 

  

A San Francisco native, Rev. Dr. Flunder has served her call through prophetic action and ministry for justice for over thirty 
years. This call to “blend proclamation, worship, service and advocacy on behalf of those most marginalized in church and in 
society” led to the founding of the City of Refuge United Church of Christ in 1991. 

In 2003, Rev. Dr. Flunder was consecrated 
Presiding Bishop of The Fellowship of Affirming 
Ministries, a multi- denominational coalition of 
over 100 primarily African American Christian 
leaders and laity The Fellowship Global is 
positioned to be a catalyst for a pan-African faith 
movement, connecting the radically inclusive 
Christian movement led by African Americans 
and our allies to communities in Africa and 
throughout the diaspora. We provide pastoral 
care for LGBTI people and support pioneering 
efforts to establish an open an affirming African 
Christian movement.  

  

Rev. Dr. Flunder is on the Board of Starr King 
School for the Ministry and DEMOS and has 
taught at many theological schools. She is a 
graduate of the Certificate of Ministry and 
Master of Arts programs at PSR, and received her 
Doctor of Ministry from San Francisco Theological 
Seminary. She is also an award winning gospel 
music artist and author of Where the Edge 
Gathers: A Theology of Homiletic and Radical 
Inclusion. 

  

Queering Faith 2.0 is made possible by a 
generous grant from the E. Rhodes and Leona B. 
Carpenter Foundation, with our community 
partners Community UCC, Illini Hillel, the UP 
Center of Champaign County, and the University 
YMCA, Planned Parenthood, and our nest church, 
Community UCC. 

 



 

 

Did you miss worship? 

Don’t fret if you missed worship last week, or even a month ago! Sermons are recorded live each Sunday and can 
always be found here via our YouTube channel. You can enjoy numerous sermons in the comfort of your own home. 
Just give us a couple of days to get the previous Sunday uploaded. 

 

 

Find CUCC online!  

  

 

 

Contact us:  

805 S. Sixth Street, Champaign, IL. 61820 | 217-344-5091 | www.community-ucc.org | info@community-ucc.org 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday |  9am - 3pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpPCzuAyhqzHQLV9qjJpnrA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCpPCzuAyhqzHQLV9qjJpnrA
http://www.community-ucc.org/
mailto:info@community-ucc.org


 

What’s Happening at CUCC in January? 

Tuesday, January 1 
-CUCC Offices Closed 

Wednesday, January 2 
Thursday, January 3 

-Men’s Breakfast at 7am: Urbana Garden Family 
              Restaurant  
             -AA meeting 8:00-10:00pm (FH) 
Friday, January 4 

-CUCC Offices Closed 
             -Taking Down the Christmas Decorations Party at 
              5:30pm 
Saturday, January 5 
Sunday, January 6 

-Epiphany Sunday 
             -Classic Worship at 10:15am 
             -Youth Sunday School 
             -AA meeting 7:30-9:30pm (Parlor) 
Monday, January 7 

-Jubilee Cafe prep 2pm 
             -Jubilee Cafe 5:00-6:30pm 
             -Jubilee Cleanup 6:30pm 
             -Pub Theology 7:15pm 
Tuesday, January 8 
Wednesday, January 9 

-Just for Fun Breakfast at 8:30am 
             -Book Discussion at Lincoln Sq. Mall 
Thursday, January 10 
             -AA meeting 8:00-10:00pm (FH) 
Friday, January 11 

-CUCC Offices closed 
Saturday, January 12 
Sunday, January 13 
             -Baptism of Christ Sunday 

 -Classic Worship at 10:15am 

             -Confirmation Class 
             - Intern Larissa Kluwe’s first Sunday 
             -AA meeting 7:30-9:30pm (Parlor) 

Monday, January 14 
             -Jubilee Cafe prep 2pm 
             -Jubilee Cafe 5:00-6:30pm 
             -Jubilee Cleanup 6:30pm 
             -Pub Theology 7:15pm 

Tuesday, January 15 

             -Retiree’s Lunch 11:30am 

              -CLB Meeting 6:30pm 

Wednesday, January 16 

Thursday, January 17 

 -International Friendship Group at 10:00am 

Friday, January 18 

 -CUCC Offices Closed 

Saturday, January 19 

Sunday, January 20 

             -Classic Worship at 10:15am 

             -Youth Sunday School 
             -AA meeting 7:30-9:30pm (Parlor) 

Monday, January 21 

 -Jubilee Cafe prep 2pm 
             -Jubilee Cafe 5:00-6:30pm 
             -Jubilee Cleanup 6:30pm 
             -Pub Theology 7:15pm 

Tuesday, January 22 

             -Canteen Run Prep 

Wednesday, January 23 

Thursday, January 24 

 -International Friendship Group at 10:00am 

Friday, January 25 

 -CUCC Offices closed 

Saturday, January 26 

Sunday, January 27 

 -Classic worship at 10:15am 

             -Confirmation Class 

             -Youth Group 

             -Annual Meeting & Summit Task Forces will 
provide updates to the congregation during this time. 

             -AA meeting 7:30-9:00pm (parlor) 

Monday, January 28 

             -Jubilee Cafe prep 2pm 
             -Jubilee Cafe 5:00-6:30pm 
             -Jubilee Cleanup 6:30pm 
             -Pub Theology 7:15pm 

Tuesday, January 29 

              -Canteen Run prep 3:00-5:00pm 

Wednesday, January 30 

Thursday, January 31 

              -International Friendship Group at 10:00am 

 



 

 


